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Sincethe field of International Relations was established almost a century ago,
many different theoretical approaches have been developed, each offering
distinctive accounts of the world, why it has come to be the way it is, and how it
might be made a better place.

In thisilluminating textbook, leading IR scholar, Stephanie Lawson, examines
each of these theoriesin turn, from political realism in its various forms to
liberalism, Marxism, critical theory and more recent contributions from social
theory, feminism, postcolonialism and green theory. Taking as her focus the
major practical issues facing scholars of international relations today, Lawson
ably shows how each theory relates to situations ?on the ground?. Each chapter
features case studies, questions for discussion to encourage reflection and
classroom debate, guides to further reading and web resources.

The study of IR is a profoundly normative enterprise, and each theoretical school
has its strengths and weaknesses. Theories of International Relations encourages
acritical, reflective approach to the study of IR theory, while emphasising the
many important and interesting things it has to teach us about the complexities
and challenges of international politics today.
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Sincethe field of International Relations was established almost a century ago, many different theoretical
approaches have been developed, each offering distinctive accounts of the world, why it has come to be the
way itis, and how it might be made a better place.

In this illuminating textbook, leading IR scholar, Stephanie Lawson, examines each of these theoriesin turn,
from political realism in its various formsto liberalism, Marxism, critical theory and more recent
contributions from social theory, feminism, postcolonialism and green theory. Taking as her focus the major
practical issues facing scholars of international relations today, Lawson ably shows how each theory relates
to situations ?on the ground?. Each chapter features case studies, questions for discussion to encourage
reflection and classroom debate, guides to further reading and web resources.

The study of IR isaprofoundly normative enterprise, and each theoretical school hasits strengths and
weaknesses. Theories of International Relations encourages a critical, reflective approach to the study of IR
theory, while emphasising the many important and interesting things it has to teach us about the complexities
and challenges of international politics today.
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Editorial Review
Review

Combining a no-nonsense approach to explaining and assessing the most important features of International
Relations theory with a keen sense of the discipline?s evolving and contending approaches, this book has the
rare quality of speaking well to newcomersto the field, who will appreciate its clarity and
comprehensiveness, and older hands, who will appreciate the fresh insights and sharp analysis of the field?s
major theoretical perspectives and debates. As such, it deserves to be widely read by anyone interested in
how we understand the complex world of International Relations.

Alex J. Bellamy, The University of Queensland

Stephanie Lawson has made the twists and turns of IR theory readily accessible to student and teacher alike.
Decidedly, thiswill be the 'go-to’ book for the next decade.
Peter Vale, University of Johannesburg

About the Author
Stephanie Lawson is Professor of International Relations at Macquarie University

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Paulette Stoneman:

The book Theories of International Relations. Contending Approaches to World Politics can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave avery important thing
like abook Theories of International Relations: Contending Approaches to World Politics? A few of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Theories of International Relations: Contending Approaches
to World Politics has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou
can search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

L uke Shaffer:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stressfrom both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you ever try thisone, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is Theories of International Relations. Contending Approaches to World Poalitics.



Ruby Harris:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Theories of International
Relations: Contending Approaches to World Politics that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for al you
who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Theories of International Relations:
Contending Approaches to World Politics become your own personal starter.

Valerie Smith:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of Theories of International Relations:
Contending Approaches to World Politics can give you alot of close friends because by you looking at this
one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
Let me have Theories of International Relations: Contending Approaches to World Palitics.
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