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Set in Burma during the British invasion of 1885, this masterly novel by Amitav
Ghosh tells the story of Rajkumar, a poor boy lifted on the tides of political and
social chaos, who goes on to create an empire in the Burmese teak forest. When
soldiers force the royal family out of the Glass Palace and into exile, Rajkumar
befriends Dolly, a young woman in the court of the Burmese Queen, whose love
will shape his life. He cannot forget her, and years later, as a rich man, he goes in
search of her. The struggles that have made Burma, India, and Malaya the places
they are today are illuminated in this wonderful novel by the writer Chitra
Divakaruni calls “a master storyteller.”
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Ghosh's epic novel of Burma and Malaya over a span of 115 years is the kind of "sweep of history" that
readers can appreciateDeven loveDdespite its demands. There is almost too much here for one book, as over
the years the lives and deaths of principal characters go flying by. Yet Ghosh (The Calcutta Chromosome;
Shadow Lines) is a beguiling and endlessly resourceful storyteller, and he boasts one of the most arresting
openings in recent fiction: in the marketplace of Mandalay, only the 11-year-old Indian boy Rajkumar
recognizes the booming sounds beyond the curve of the river as English cannon fire. The year is 1885, and
the British have used a trade dispute to justify the invasion and seizure of Burma's capital. As a crowd of
looters pours into the fabled Glass Palace, the dazzling throne room of the nine-roofed golden spire that was
the great hti of Burma's kings, Rajkumar catches sight of Dolly, then only 10, nursemaid to the Second
Princess. Rajkumar carries the memory of their brief meeting through the years to come, while he rises to
fame and riches in the teak trade and Dolly travels into exile to India with King Thebaw, Burma's last king;
Queen Supayalat; and their three daughters. The story of the exiled king and his family in Ratnagiri, a sleepy
port town south of Bombay, is worth a novel in itself, and the first two of the story's seven parts, which relate
that history and Rajkumar's rise to wealth in Burma's teak forests, are marvelously told. Inspired by tales
handed down to him by his father and uncle, Ghosh vividly brings to life the history of Burma and Malaya
over a century of momentous change in this teeming, multigenerational saga. (Feb. 6) Forecast: Novels by
Indian authors continue to surge in popularity here, and this title not only ranks among the best but differs
from the pack for its setting of Burma rather than India. Backed by a 6-city author tour, advance blurbs from
Peter Mathiessen and the British reviews of the novel, plus a Fiction at Random promotion, this book should
be read widely and with enthusiasm stateside. Rights have been sold in Germany, the U.K., France,
Denmark, Holland, Italy, Spain, India and Latin America.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In an industry not known for risk-taking, the publisher is to be congratulated for offering Ghosh (The
Calcutta Chromosome) a contract on his as-yet-unwritten novel. Set primarily in Burma, Malaya, and India,
this work spans from 1885, when the British sent the King of Burma into exile, to the present. While it does
offer brief glimpses into the history of the region, it is more the tale of a family and how historical events
influenced real lives. As a young boy, Rajkumar, an Indian temporarily stranded in Mandalay, finds himself
caught up in the British invasion that led to the exile of Burma's last king. In the chaos, he spies Dolly, a
household maid in the royal palace, for whom he develops a consuming passion and whom years later he
tracks down in India and marries. As their family grows and their lives intersect with others, the tangled web
of local and international politics is brought to bear, changing lives as well as nations. Ghosh ranges from the
condescension of the British colonialists to the repression of the current Myanmar (Burmese) regime in a
style that suggests E.M. Forster as well as James Michener. Highly recommended, especially for public
libraries.
-DDavid W. Henderson, Eckerd Coll. Lib., St. Petersburg, FL
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From The New Yorker
This sprawling narrative, inspired by stories passed down in the author's family, stretches from the British
invasion of Burma, in 1885, through the country's independence, to the uneasy military rule of the present
day. The novel is presided over by the Indian-born Rajkumar, a poor orphan, who falls for Dolly, a servant of
the exiled queen. Ghosh renders the polite imprisonment of the Burmese royal family in India and the lush,
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dangerous atmosphere of teak camps in the Burmese forest with fine detail–– a perfect balance for the broad
strokes of romance and serendipity that drive the story forward. The book's memorial power is so strong that,
near the end, when Rajkumar, an old man, reflects, "Ah, Burma––now Burma was a golden land," the reader
catches himself nodding in recognition of what was lost.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

Here thing why this kind of The Glass Palace: A Novel are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious
as food or not. The Glass Palace: A Novel giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Glass Palace: A Novel. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or
even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of The Glass Palace: A Novel in e-book can be your option.

Ann Fout:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is The Glass Palace: A Novel this guide consist a lot of the information in
the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when
he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Michael Burr:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Glass Palace: A Novel was vibrant and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Glass Palace: A Novel has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
which.

Daniel Engle:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Glass Palace: A Novel to make your



current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine
it. Beside that the book The Glass Palace: A Novel can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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