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For more than twenty years, John Van Maanen’s Tales of the Field has been a
definitive reference and guide for students, scholars, and practitioners of
ethnography and beyond. Originally published in 1988, it was the one of the first
works to detail and critically analyze the various styles and narrative conventions
associated with written representations of culture. This is a book about the
deskwork of fieldwork and the various ways culture is put forth in print. The core
of the work is an extended discussion and illustration of three forms or genres of
cultural representation—realist tales, confessional tales, and impressionist tales.
The novel issues raised in Tales concern authorial voice, style, truth, objectivity,
and point-of-view. Over the years, the work has both reflected and shaped
changes in the field of ethnography.

In this second edition, Van Maanen’s substantial new Epilogue charts and
illuminates changes in the field since the book’s first publication. Refreshingly
humorous and accessible, Tales of the Field remains an invaluable introduction to
novices learning the trade of fieldwork and a cornerstone of reference for veteran
ethnographers.  
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Editorial Review

Review
"John Van Maanen here gives us a spirited, self-reflexive guide to the rhetorical styles used in 'the cultural
representation trade,' a quirky performance-art Strunk and White for ethnographers and their readers."
(American Journal of Sociology) "Van Maanen has written a powerful statement, in the guise of a mere
introduction, that compels us to rethink what we are doing and how well we are doing it.... This book is a
terrific piece of work!" (Karl E. Weick, Administrative Science Quarterly)"

About the Author

John Van Maanen is the Erwin H. Schell Professor of Management and professor of organization studies at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He is the author of numerous books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Micheal McDonough:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Tales of the Field: On Writing
Ethnography, Second Edition (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick
Tales of the Field: On Writing Ethnography, Second Edition (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and
Publishing) become your current starter.

Jonathan Thurman:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Tales of the Field: On Writing Ethnography, Second Edition
(Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) why because the great cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.



Emily Ferrell:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Tales of the Field: On Writing
Ethnography, Second Edition (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) is simple to deliver you
can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Nancy Byrom:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Tales of the Field: On Writing Ethnography, Second
Edition (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing). This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.
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