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Nothing rings truer to those teaching political science research methods: students
hate taking this course. Tackle the challenge and turn the standard research
methods teaching model on its head with Political Science Research in Practice.
Akan Malici and Elizabeth Smith engage students first with pressing political
questions and then demonstrate how a researcher has gone about answering them,
walking through real political science research that contributors have conducted.
Through the exemplary use of survey research, experiments, field research, case
studies, content analysis, interviews, document analysis, statistical research, and
formal modeling, each chapter introduces students to a method of empirical
inquiry through a specific topic that will spark their interest and curiosity. Each
chapter shows the process of developing a research question, how and why a
particular method was used, and the rewards and challenges discovered along the
way. Students can better appreciate why we need a science of politics?why
methods matter?with these first-hand, issue-based discussions.

The following features make this an ideal teaching tool:

An introductory chapter that succinctly introduces key terms in research●

methodology
Key terms bolded throughout and defined in a glossary●

Broad coverage of the most important methods used in political science●

research and the major subfields of the discipline
A companion website designed to foster online active learning●

An instructor’s manual and testbank to help incorporate this innovative text into●

your syllabus and assessment.
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questions and then demonstrate how a researcher has gone about answering them, walking through real
political science research that contributors have conducted. Through the exemplary use of survey research,
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and formal modeling, each chapter introduces students to a method of empirical inquiry through a specific
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Editorial Review

Review

"Malici and Smith provide an extremely useful tool for introducing students to the empirical project in
political science. The breadth of the methods covered is impressive: from in-depth interviews to comparative
case studies, experimental surveys to content analysis, and from field studies to formal modeling. The
authors not only report, but also reflect on, their research, giving the reader a feel for the process. What
results is a set of insights that will enrich any introductory course on research design. This is a well-
conceived and valuable contribution."
?Francis Neely, San Francisco State University

"This book fills an important gap between textbooks on research methodology and published works by
professional researchers. What is missing between these two is the sometimes messy business of how
research gets done. In this collection of works, using a full spectrum of methodological approaches, Malici
and Smith have given students an important and rare opportunity to see what a published research project
looks like from start to finish."
?Guy D. Whitten, Texas A & M University

"This book will provide a breath of fresh air to the current political science research methods textbook
market. It departs from the standard ‘building block’ approach among existing political science research
methods texts by providing a detailed anatomy of the logic and process of some of the most widely used
methodological tools. It really teaches students how research is done."
?Edward Yang, James Madison University

"Political Science Research in Practice provides examples of various methods used by experienced and
established scholars, but more importantly it breaks down the research process in each project step-by-step to
help students understand how to apply the methods to real world problems. Malici and Smith provide a wide
breadth of information on the most important research designs in the field and the substantive areas covered
in the text address a wide range of topics that political science students will find useful and fascinating."
?Kenneth Fernandez, University of Nevada-Las Vegas

"Political Science Research in Practice definitely pushes the research methods textbook genre forward.
Research methods can be quite intimidating, but this text goes a long way toward reducing student anxiety.
Rather than an overly technical survey of the topic, it gives research methodology meaning and purpose. The
clever weaving of concept instruction, with personal examples allows the authors to build a stronger
relationship with the reader. Each chapter takes students on a step by step journey through the development
of interesting and compelling examples of the authors’ research across the various subfields in political
science. It is a valuable tutorial that speaks to student topical interests while engaging them to raise their
curiosity about the technical side of the discipline."



?Arnold Lewis, William Patterson University

About the Author

Akan Malici is Associate Professor of Political Science at Furman University where he teaches International
Relations and Research Methodology. His scholarly interests are in the areas of foreign policy decision
making and peace and conflict studies. His books include When Leaders Learn and When They Don't, The
Search for a Common European Foreign and Security Policy, U.S. Presidents and Foreign Policy Mistakes,
and Rethinking Foreign Policy Analysis.

Elizabeth S. Smith is Professor of Political Science at Furman University where she teaches Research
Methodology, American Politics, Political Behavior, and Women and Politics. Her scholarly interests are in
the areas of political socialization, political psychology, and gender and politics. She has authored articles on
the teaching of political science, service learning, social capital formation among young people, and gender
and politics. She is the 2007 recipient of the Excellence in Teaching Award from South Carolina
Independent Colleges and Universities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fred Miller:

Here thing why this kind of Political Science Research in Practice are different and trusted to be yours. First
of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Political Science Research in Practice giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Political Science
Research in Practice. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Political Science Research in Practice in e-book can be your option.

Lorraine Paisley:

The publication with title Political Science Research in Practice includes a lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Nila Cobb:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Political Science Research in Practice can
give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This



publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Political Science
Research in Practice.

Jessie Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Political Science
Research in Practice.
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