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Far more than a superb memoir about the highest levels of professional tennis,
Open is the engrossing story of aremarkable life.

Andre Agassi had his life mapped out for him before he | eft the crib. Groomed to
be atennis champion by his moody and demanding father, by the age of twenty-
two Agassi had won the first of his eight grand slams and achieved wealth,
celebrity, and the game’ s highest honors. But as he revealsin this searching
autobiography, off the court he was often unhappy and confused, unfulfilled by
his great achievementsin a sport he had come to resent. Agassi writes candidly
about his early success and his uncomfortabl e relationship with fame, his
marriage to Brooke Shields, his growing interest in philanthropy, and—described
in haunting, point-by-point detail—the highs and lows of his celebrated career.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Agassi has aways had atortured look in his eyes on the tennis court. In 1992, when he burst onto the world
sports stage by winning the Grand Slam at Wimbledon, he looked like a deer in headlights. Nobody seemed
more surprised and upset by his big win that day than he did. For good reason, too. Agassi hated tennis. This
isthe biggest revelation in his very revealing autobiography. Agassi has hated tennis from early childhood,
finding it extremely lonely out on the court. But he didn’t have a choice about playing the game because his
father drove him to become a champion, likeit or not. Mike Agassi, aformer Golden Gloves fighter who
never made it professionally, decided that his son would become a champion tennis player. In militaristic
fashion, Mike pushed seven-year-old Andre to practice relentlessly until the young boy was exhausted and in
pain. He also arranged for Andre, age 13, to attend a tennis camp where he was expected to pull weeds and
clean toilets. The culmination of al of this parental pushing came when Andre began winning as an adult.
But it didn’'t make him happy. Within this framework, Agassi’s other disclosures make sense. He had a
troubled marriage to Brooke Shields that didn't last. He devel oped a drug problem that sabotaged his career.
He was insecure about everything. Only when Andre met tennis star Steffi Graf (whom he eventually
married) did things begin to change. Readers will definitely cheer when Andre finally makes peace with the
game he once hated and learns to enjoy it. --Jerry Eberle

Review

A New York Times Notable Book and a Forbes, San Francisco Chronicle, and Washington Post Best
Book of the Year

“Agass may have just penned one of the best sports autobiographies of all time. Check—it’s one of the
better memoirs out there, period. . . . An unvarnished, at timesinspiring story [told] in an arresting, muscular
style. . . . Agassi’smemoir isjust as entrancing as his tennis game.”

—Time

“Fascinating. . . . Inspiring. . . . Open describes Agassi’ s personal odyssey with brio and unvarnished candor.
... [Agass’s] career-comeback tale isinspiring but even more so is another Open storyline. It could be
called: The punk grows up. . . . Countless athletes start charitable foundations, but frequently the
organizations are just tax shelters or PR stunts. For Agassi helping others hasinstead become hislife's
calling. . . . Open isasuperb memoir, but it hardly closes the books on an extraordinary life.”

—The Wall Street Journal

“Honest in away that such books seldom are. . . . An uncommonly well-written sports memoir. . . .
Bracingly devoid of triumphalist homily, Agassi’sis one of the most passionately anti-sports books ever
written by a superstar athlete.”

—The New York Times

“Not your typical jock-autobio fare. Thisliterate and absorbing book is, asthe title baldly states, Agassi’s
confessional, awrenching chronicle of hislifelong search for identity and serenity, on and off the court.”
—Los Angeles Times

“The writing here is exceptional. It is can’ t-put-down good.”
—ports Ilustrated


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

“An honest, substantive, insightful autobiography. . . . The bulk of this extraordinary book vividly recounts a
lost childhood, a Dickensian adolescence, and a chaotic struggle in adulthood to establish an identity. . . .
While not without excitement, Agassi’s comeback to No. 1 isless uplifting than his sheer survival, his
emotional resilience, and his good humor in the face of the luckless cards he was often dealt.”

—The Washington Post

“The most revealing, literate, and toes-stompingly honest sports autobiography in history”
—Rick Reilly, ESPN

“Much more than a drug confession—Agassi weaves a fascinating tale of professional tennis and personal
adversity. . . . Histale shows that success is measured both on and off the court.”
—New York Post

“Not only has Agassi bared his soul like few professional athletes ever have, he’s done it with aflair and
force that most professional writers can’t even pull off.”
—Entertainment Weekly

“[A] heartfelt memoir . . . Agassi’s styleis open, al right, and his book, like so many of his tennis games, is
aclear winner.”
—O, The Oprah Magazine

“Hard-won self-knowledge irradiates amost every page of Open. . . . Not just afirst-rate sports memoir but a
genuine bildungsroman, darkly funny yet also anguished and soulful. It confirms what Agassi’s admirers
sensed from the outset, that this showboat . . . was not clamoring for attention but rather conducting a
struggle to wrest some semblance of selfhood from the sport that threatened to devour him.”

—The New York Times Book Review

“A riveting and reflective memoir by a man who rose to the top of his sport—despite hating it.”
—San Francisco Chronicle

“Celebrity tell-alls have rarely been this honest and this interesting.”
—Baltimore Sun

“A vivid portrait of the internal battle faced in some measure by every athlete.”
—Bloomberg News

“Articulate. . . . Expertly rendered.”
—The Morning News (Boston)

“Refresningly candid. . . . Thislively, revealing, and entertaining book is certain to roil the tennisworld and
make a big splash beyond.”
—Publishers Weekly

About the Author

Andre Agassi played tennis professionally from 1986 to 2006. Often ranked number one, he captured eight
Grand Slam singles championships. Founder of the Andre Agassi Charitable Foundation, he has raised more
than $85 million for the Andre Agassi College Preparatory Academy for underprivileged childrenin Las



Vegas, where he lives with his wife, Stefanie Graf, and their two children.

Visit the author's website: www.agassifoundation.org

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Donna Sedillo:

This Open: An Autobiography are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Open: An Autobiography can be one of many great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Open: An Autobiography giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day action. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Kevin Strickland:

This book untitled Open: An Autobiography to be one of several booksin which best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit on it. Y ou will easily to buy that book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So thereis no reason
to you to past this publication from your list.

Bertha Chang:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So, once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you haveread is
actually Open: An Autobiography.

Diane Sanchez;

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this al time you only find guide
that need more time to be learn. Open: An Autobiography can be your answer asit can be read by anyone
who have those short spare time problems.
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