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When James Joyce called the Irish “the most belated race in Europe,” he stated a
complex truth about the history of his people and the nation they had been
creating since the eighteenth century. The Irish would, in Joyce' s lifetime, write
many masterpieces of modernism in English, while at the same time forging a
nation-state in many ways still backward-looking and traditionalist.

This paradox of Irish history is one of the many topics addressed in Terry
Eagleton’ s latest book. Heathcliff and the Great Hunger reads Irish culture from
Swift and Burke to Y eats and Joyce in the light of the tortuous, often tragic
socio-political history that conditioned it.

Eagleton opens with a brilliant conjugation of Wuthering Heights in the context
of the faminein Ireland, highlighting the Irish connections of the Bronté family.
He follows with a powerful analysis of the Protestant Ascendancy’s failure to
achieve hegemony in Ireland; a dissection of the paradoxes of the Act of Union; a
detailed account, spanning fiction from Swift and Maria Edgeworth, through
Lady Morgan, Mauturin, Le Fanu and Stoker, to George Moore, of why the
realist novel never flourished in Ireland; and a pointed consideration of the two
great Irish exiles, Oscar Wilde and George Bernard Shaw. The book also |ooks at
the radical culture of Ulster and the cultural politics of nineteenth-century

Ireland.

Drawing culture, writing and history together in a bold configuration, Eagleton

changes the contours of Irish criticism and intervenes powerfully in Irish
historical debate.
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When James Joyce called the Irish “the most belated race in Europe,” he stated a complex truth about the
history of his people and the nation they had been creating since the eighteenth century. The Irish would, in
Joyce's lifetime, write many masterpieces of modernism in English, while at the same time forging a nation-
state in many ways still backward-looking and traditionalist.

This paradox of Irish history is one of the many topics addressed in Terry Eagleton’s latest book. Heathcliff
and the Great Hunger reads Irish culture from Swift and Burke to Y eats and Joyce in the light of the
tortuous, often tragic socio-political history that conditioned it.

Eagleton opens with abrilliant conjugation of Wuthering Heightsin the context of the faminein Ireland,
highlighting the Irish connections of the Bronté family. He follows with a powerful analysis of the Protestant
Ascendancy’ s failure to achieve hegemony in Ireland; a dissection of the paradoxes of the Act of Union; a
detailed account, spanning fiction from Swift and Maria Edgeworth, through Lady Morgan, Mauturin, Le
Fanu and Stoker, to George Maore, of why the realist novel never flourished in Ireland; and a pointed
consideration of the two great Irish exiles, Oscar Wilde and George Bernard Shaw. The book also looks at
theradical culture of Ulster and the cultural politics of nineteenth-century Ireland.

Drawing culture, writing and history together in a bold configuration, Eagleton changes the contours of Irish
criticism and intervenes powerfully in Irish historical debate.
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Editorial Review

Review
“[Heathcliff and the Great Hunger] is not merely a series of studies on Irish culture, but one of the most
noteworthy contributionsto it in recent times.”—London Review of Books

“Absorbing and original”—Sunday Telegraph
“Absorbing and original.”—Sunday Telegraph
“Erudite and ingenious.” —Spectator

“Provoking in the best sense, and written with wit, passion, sophistication and brio a brilliant tour de
force.”—Independent

“Terry Eagleton has not just produced an impressive cultural history or reunited the literary and the political,
he has provided a frame through which Britain and Ireland can re-vision a shared and savage past. In doing
so, Eagleton has confirmed his standing as second to none among cultural critics writing in the English
language today.” —Guardian

“Thisis Eagleton at his best: lucid, original and witty.”—Times Literary Supplement

About the Author

Terry Eagleton is Professor of Cultural Theory and John Rylands Fellow, University of Manchester. His
other books include Ideology; The Function of Criticism; Heathcliff and the Great Hunger; Against the
Grain; Walter Benjamin; and Criticismand Ideology, all from Verso.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alvin Pryor:

The book Heathcliff and the Great Hunger: Studiesin Irish Culture can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Heathcliff and the
Great Hunger: Studiesin Irish Culture? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Heathcliff and the Great Hunger: Studiesin Irish Culture has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it isvery
wonderful.

Lonnie Fazio:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book



like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Heathcliff and the Great
Hunger: Studiesin Irish Culture that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you could pick Heathcliff and the Great Hunger: Studiesin Irish Culture
become your current starter.

Grady Meraz:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because al thistime you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Heathcliff and the Great Hunger: Studiesin Irish Culture can be your answer asit can beread by a
person who have those short time problems.

Danielle Deguzman:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading abook. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Heathcliff and the Great Hunger: Studies
in Irish Culture to make your personal reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to
open up a book and study it. Beside that the publication Heathcliff and the Great Hunger: Studiesin Irish
Culture can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of these time.
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