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By quadrupling the number of people behind bars in two decades, the United
States has become the world leader in incarceration. Much has been written on
the men who make up the vast majority of the nation’s two million inmates. But
what of the women they leave behind? Doing Time Together vividly details the
ways that prisons shape and infiltrate the lives of women with husbands, fiancés,
and boyfriends on the inside.

Megan Comfort spent years getting to know women visiting men at San Quentin
State Prison, observing how their romantic relationships drew them into contact
with the penitentiary. Tangling with the prison’s intrusive scrutiny and rigid rules
turns these women into “quasi-inmates,” eroding the boundary between home
and prison and altering their sense of intimacy, love, and justice. Yet Comfort
also finds that with social welfare weakened, prisons are the most powerful
public institutions available to women struggling to overcome untreated social
ills and sustain relationships with marginalized men. As a result, they express
great ambivalence about the prison and the control it exerts over their daily lives.

An illuminating analysis of women caught in the shadow of America’s massive
prison system, Comfort’s book will be essential for anyone concerned with the
consequences of our punitive culture.
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By quadrupling the number of people behind bars in two decades, the United States has become the world
leader in incarceration. Much has been written on the men who make up the vast majority of the nation’s two
million inmates. But what of the women they leave behind? Doing Time Together vividly details the ways
that prisons shape and infiltrate the lives of women with husbands, fiancés, and boyfriends on the inside.

Megan Comfort spent years getting to know women visiting men at San Quentin State Prison, observing how
their romantic relationships drew them into contact with the penitentiary. Tangling with the prison’s intrusive
scrutiny and rigid rules turns these women into “quasi-inmates,” eroding the boundary between home and
prison and altering their sense of intimacy, love, and justice. Yet Comfort also finds that with social welfare
weakened, prisons are the most powerful public institutions available to women struggling to overcome
untreated social ills and sustain relationships with marginalized men. As a result, they express great
ambivalence about the prison and the control it exerts over their daily lives.

An illuminating analysis of women caught in the shadow of America’s massive prison system, Comfort’s
book will be essential for anyone concerned with the consequences of our punitive culture.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In this meticulous ethnography, Megan Comfort documents how the wives and girlfriends of inmates
experience, directly and vicariously, the pains of confinement and the humiliations of imprisonment. But she
also shows how these women rework their ideals of romance and relationships to adapt to the realities of
prison, and, most remarkably, how they sometimes use their partner’s incarceration to their advantage in
shaping the terms of their relationships. This beautifully written book does a brilliant job of tracing this, and
other, complex truths in a detached, detailed, and thoroughly insightful manner.”--David Garland, author of
The Culture of Control
(David Garland 2007-03-26)

“Megan Comfort’s book on how a large correctional facility changes the behavior of women partners of
prisoners is a tour de force. Doing Time Together is one of those rare studies with information and insights
that are totally new and surprising. This well-written and engaging book will be widely read and could
become a classic.”
(William Julius Wilson, author of When Work Disappears 2007-12-07)

“Ninety-three percent of the nation’s prisoners are men. So what happens to their wives and girlfriends? In
her deeply insightful and beautifully written book, Megan Comfort gives us an unexpected answer. With
their endless pre-visit waits in the ‘tube,’ dreaded encounters with hostile guards, and strict rules on clothing,
they are ‘convicted’ too. But paradoxically, prison can also make once-violent or drug-addicted men into
more stable, loyal, and loving partners. We put down this brilliant book wondering where the women’s
prison really is—in or outside the prison walls?”
(Arlie Hochschild, author of The Commercialization of Intimate Life 2007-12-07)

“"[Comfort's] findings should astound readers who might tend to look at these women as lacking in good
judgment. . . . People concerned with prisoners’ rights and women’s struggles will find much food for
thought here. . . . Comfort’s description of the transition between the free world and the prison world is a
little gem.”
(Library Journal 2007-12-07)

"The depth and authenticity of [Comfort's] fieldwork, and the constant weaving in of the women's stories,
makes this book much more than just an academic text. . . . A rich and thoroughly engaging book that
illuminates hitherto hidden consequences of both the US and UK punitiv eculture and should cause policy-
makers to reconsider the purpose of imprisonment and who indeed is being punished."
(Lucy Gampell Journal of Social Welfare and Family Law)

About the Author

Megan Comfort is a sociologist at the Center for AIDS Prevention Studies at the University of California,
San Francisco.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virginia Smith:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Doing Time Together: Love and Family in the
Shadow of the Prison book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Keith Devine:

This Doing Time Together: Love and Family in the Shadow of the Prison usually are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Doing Time Together: Love and
Family in the Shadow of the Prison can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Doing Time Together: Love and Family in the Shadow of
the Prison giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Shirley Kier:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Doing Time Together: Love and Family in the Shadow of the
Prison why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Kathleen Jones:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By book
Doing Time Together: Love and Family in the Shadow of the Prison we can have more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Doing Time
Together: Love and Family in the Shadow of the Prison. You can more desirable than now.
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