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Over the past thirty years, whilst Japan has produced a diverse set of youth
cultures which have had a major impact on popular culture across the globe, it
has also developed a succession of youth problems which have led to major
concerns within the country itself. Drawing on detailed empirical fieldwork, the
authors of this volume set these issues in a clearly articulated ‘social
constructionist’ framework, and put forth a sociology of Japanese youth
problems which argues that there is a certain predictability about the way in
which these problems are discovered, defined and dealt with.

The chapters include case studies covering issues such as:

Returnee children (kikokushijo)

Compensated dating (enjo k?sai)

Corporal punishment (taibatsu)

Bullying (ijime)

Child abuse (jid? gyakutai)

The withdrawn youth (hikikomori) and

NEETs (not in education, employment or training)

By examining these various social problems collectively, A Sociology of
Japanese Youth explains why particular youth problems appeared when they did
and what lessons they can provide for the study of youth problems in other
societies.

This book will be of huge interest to students and scholars of Japanese society
and culture, the sociology of Japan, Japanese anthropology and the comparative
sociology of youth studies.
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Over the past thirty years, whilst Japan has produced a diverse set of youth cultures which have had a major
impact on popular culture across the globe, it has also developed a succession of youth problems which have
led to major concerns within the country itself. Drawing on detailed empirical fieldwork, the authors of this
volume set these issues in a clearly articulated ‘social constructionist’ framework, and put forth a sociology
of Japanese youth problems which argues that there is a certain predictability about the way in which these
problems are discovered, defined and dealt with.

The chapters include case studies covering issues such as:

Returnee children (kikokushijo)

Compensated dating (enjo k?sai)

Corporal punishment (taibatsu)

Bullying (ijime)

Child abuse (jid? gyakutai)

The withdrawn youth (hikikomori) and
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By examining these various social problems collectively, A Sociology of Japanese Youth explains why
particular youth problems appeared when they did and what lessons they can provide for the study of youth
problems in other societies.

This book will be of huge interest to students and scholars of Japanese society and culture, the sociology of
Japan, Japanese anthropology and the comparative sociology of youth studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This superb collection of essays presents a social constructionist analysis of why youth problems
erupt when they do and how they evolve. This is an exceptionally well-written book that is destined to
become a classic in Japanese studies and is a truly collaborative effort that benefits from a high degree
of dialogue between the authors." - Jeff Kingston, Temple University Japan; The Japan Times, Sunday,
May 20, 2012

"The approach adopted in this book is unique... A characteristic of this book that has not been seen in
others is that it delves into the public discourse that explains youg people." - Yuji Genda, University of
Tokyo; Journal of Japanese Studies 39.1, 2013.

About the Author

Roger Goodman is Nissan Professor of Modern Japanese Studies and Head of the Social Science Division at
the University of Oxford, UK.

Yuki Imoto is a Research Associate at Keio University, Japan.

Tuukka Toivonen is a Junior Research Fellow at Green Templeton College, University of Oxford, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrew Fox:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed A Sociology
of Japanese Youth: From Returnees to NEETs (Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies)? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book,
you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Denise Zimmerman:

This A Sociology of Japanese Youth: From Returnees to NEETs (Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese
Studies) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain
by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This A Sociology of Japanese Youth: From
Returnees to NEETs (Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies) without we understand teach the one who
looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry A Sociology of Japanese



Youth: From Returnees to NEETs (Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies) can bring any time you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This A Sociology of Japanese Youth: From Returnees to NEETs (Nissan
Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies) having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Jacqueline Lewis:

This book untitled A Sociology of Japanese Youth: From Returnees to NEETs (Nissan Institute/Routledge
Japanese Studies) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can
order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
publication from your list.

Lynda Alford:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be read. A Sociology of Japanese Youth: From Returnees to NEETs (Nissan
Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have
those short time problems.
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