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NOW THE ACCLAIMED HBO SERIES GAME OF THRONES

From a master of contemporary fantasy comes the first novel of a landmark
series unlike any you’ve ever read before. With A Game of Thrones, George R.
R. Martin has launched a genuine masterpiece, bringing together the best the
genre has to offer. Mystery, intrigue, romance, and adventure fill the pages of
this magnificent saga, the first volume in an epic series sure to delight fantasy
fans everywhere.
 
A GAME OF THRONES
A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE: BOOK ONE
 
Long ago, in a time forgotten, a preternatural event threw the seasons out of
balance. In a land where summers can last decades and winters a lifetime, trouble
is brewing. The cold is returning, and in the frozen wastes to the north of
Winterfell, sinister forces are massing beyond the kingdom’s protective Wall. To
the south, the king’s powers are failing—his most trusted adviser dead under
mysterious circumstances and his enemies emerging from the shadows of the
throne. At the center of the conflict lie the Starks of Winterfell, a family as harsh
and unyielding as the frozen land they were born to. Now Lord Eddard Stark is
reluctantly summoned to serve as the king’s new Hand, an appointment that
threatens to sunder not only his family but the kingdom itself.

Sweeping from a harsh land of cold to a summertime kingdom of epicurean
plenty, A Game of Thrones tells a tale of lords and ladies, soldiers and sorcerers,
assassins and bastards, who come together in a time of grim omens. Here an
enigmatic band of warriors bear swords of no human metal; a tribe of fierce
wildlings carry men off into madness; a cruel young dragon prince barters his
sister to win back his throne; a child is lost in the twilight between life and death;
and a determined woman undertakes a treacherous journey to protect all she
holds dear. Amid plots and counter-plots, tragedy and betrayal, victory and
terror, allies and enemies, the fate of the Starks hangs perilously in the balance,
as each side endeavors to win that deadliest of conflicts: the game of thrones.
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Unparalleled in scope and execution, A Game of Thrones is one of those rare
reading experiences that catch you up from the opening pages, won’t let you go
until the end, and leave you yearning for more.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Readers of epic fantasy series are: (1) patient--they are left in suspense between each volume, (2) persistent--
they reread or at least review the previous book(s) when a new installment comes out, (3) strong--these 700-
page doorstoppers are heavy, and (4) mentally agile--they follow a host of characters through a myriad of
subplots. In A Game of Thrones, the first book of a projected six, George R.R. Martin rewards readers with a
vividly real world, well-drawn characters, complex but coherent plotting, and beautifully constructed prose,
which Locus called "well above the norms of the genre."

Martin's Seven Kingdoms resemble England during the Wars of the Roses, with the Stark and Lannister
families standing in for the Yorks and Lancasters. The story of these two families and their struggle to
control the Iron Throne dominates the foreground; in the background is a huge, ancient wall marking the
northern border, beyond which barbarians, ice vampires, and direwolves menace the south as years-long
winter advances. Abroad, a dragon princess lives among horse nomads and dreams of fiery reconquest.

There is much bloodshed, cruelty, and death, but A Game of Thrones is nevertheless compelling; it garnered
a Nebula nomination and won the 1996 Locus Award for Best Fantasy Novel. So, on to A Clash of Kings! --
Nona Vero

From Publishers Weekly
In a world where the approaching winter will last four decades, kings and queens, knights and renegades
struggle for control of a throne. Some fight with sword and mace, others with magic and poison. Beyond the
Wall to the north, meanwhile, the Others are preparing their army of the dead to march south as the warmth
of summer drains from the land. After more than a decade devoted primarily to TV and screen work, Martin
(The Armageddon Rag, 1983) makes a triumphant return to high fantasy with this extraordinarily rich new
novel, the first of a trilogy. Although conventional in form, the book stands out from similar work by
Eddings, Brooks and others by virtue of its superbly developed characters, accomplished prose and sheer
bloody-mindedness. Although the romance of chivalry is central to the culture of the Seven Kingdoms, and
tournaments, derring-do and handsome knights abound, these trappings merely give cover to dangerous men
and women who will stop at nothing to achieve their goals. When Lord Stark of Winterfell, an honest man,
comes south to act as the King's chief councilor, no amount of heroism or good intentions can keep the realm
under control. It is fascinating to watch Martin's characters mature and grow, particularly Stark's children,
who stand at the center of the book. Martin's trophy case is already stuffed with major prizes, including
Hugos, Nebulas, Locus Awards and a Bram Stoker. He's probably going to have to add another shelf, at
least. Major ad/promo.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The author of such sf classics as The Armageddon Rag (1983) marks the beginning of a new fantasy series
about a world where the summer and winter seasons can span generations.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Mark Blanding:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question since
just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of A Game of Thrones (A Song of Ice and
Fire, Book 1) to read.

Louise Hawkins:

Often the book A Game of Thrones (A Song of Ice and Fire, Book 1) will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book A Game of Thrones (A Song of Ice and Fire,
Book 1) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can easier to read the book.

Richard Haley:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Game of Thrones (A Song of Ice and Fire, Book 1)
why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Erica Northern:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and A Game of Thrones (A Song of Ice and Fire,
Book 1) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes A Game of Thrones (A Song of Ice and Fire, Book 1) to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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