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The idea of the pre-existence of the soul has been extremely important,
widespread, and persistent throughout Western history--from even before the
philosophy of Plato to the poetry of Robert Frost. When Souls Had Wings offers
the first systematic history of this little explored feature of Western culture.

Terryl Givens describes the tradition of pre-existence as "pre-heaven"--the place
where unborn souls wait until they descend to earth to be born. And typically it is
seen as a descent--a falling away from a happier and untroubled state into the
turbulent and sinful world we know. The title of the book refers to the idea put
forward in antiquity that our souls begin with wings, and that only after shedding
those wings do we fall to earth. The book not only traces the history of the idea
of pre-existence, but also captures its meaning for those who have embraced it.
Givens describes how pre-existence has been invoked to explain "the better
angels of our nature," including the human yearning for transcendence and the
sublime. Pre-existence has been said to account for why we know what we
should not know, whether in the form of a Greek slave's grasp of mathematics,
the moral sense common to humanity, or the human ability to recognize
universals. The belief has explained human bonds that seem to have their own
mysterious prehistory, salved the wounded sensibility of a host of thinkers who
could not otherwise account for the unevenly distributed pain and suffering that
are humanity's common lot, and has been posited by philosophers and
theologians alike to salvage the principle of human freedom and accountability.

When Souls had Wings underscores how durable (and controversial) this idea has
been throughout the history of Western thought, the theological dangers it has
represented, and how prominently it has featured in poetry, literature, and art.
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The idea of the pre-existence of the soul has been extremely important, widespread, and persistent
throughout Western history--from even before the philosophy of Plato to the poetry of Robert Frost. When
Souls Had Wings offers the first systematic history of this little explored feature of Western culture.

Terryl Givens describes the tradition of pre-existence as "pre-heaven"--the place where unborn souls wait
until they descend to earth to be born. And typically it is seen as a descent--a falling away from a happier and
untroubled state into the turbulent and sinful world we know. The title of the book refers to the idea put
forward in antiquity that our souls begin with wings, and that only after shedding those wings do we fall to
earth. The book not only traces the history of the idea of pre-existence, but also captures its meaning for
those who have embraced it. Givens describes how pre-existence has been invoked to explain "the better
angels of our nature," including the human yearning for transcendence and the sublime. Pre-existence has
been said to account for why we know what we should not know, whether in the form of a Greek slave's
grasp of mathematics, the moral sense common to humanity, or the human ability to recognize universals.
The belief has explained human bonds that seem to have their own mysterious prehistory, salved the
wounded sensibility of a host of thinkers who could not otherwise account for the unevenly distributed pain
and suffering that are humanity's common lot, and has been posited by philosophers and theologians alike to
salvage the principle of human freedom and accountability.

When Souls had Wings underscores how durable (and controversial) this idea has been throughout the history
of Western thought, the theological dangers it has represented, and how prominently it has featured in poetry,
literature, and art.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Givens could make a reader stop and think twice about a joke on a LaffyTaffy wrapper. Imagine what he
could do with a concept as deep, rich, and personal as the preexistence of the soul...For a greater appreciation
for (and understanding of) the idea of preexistence, this unique book is a must-read." --Association for
Mormon Letters

About the Author

Terryl L. Givens is Professor of Literature and Religion and holds the Jabez A. Bostwick Chair of English
at the University of Richmond. Some of his books include Viper on the Hearth: Mormons, Myths, and the
Construction of Heresy (Oxford, 1997), By the Hand of Mormon: The American Scripture that Launched a
New World Religion (Oxford 2002), which the New York Times called "provocative reading," People of
Paradox: A History of Mormon Culture, which was named Best Book of the Year by the Mormon History
Association for 2007, and most recently, The Book of Mormon: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford 2009).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled When Souls Had Wings: Pre-Mortal Existence in Western
Thought. Try to make the book When Souls Had Wings: Pre-Mortal Existence in Western Thought as your
good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Jesus Gilbert:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the guide untitled When Souls Had Wings: Pre-Mortal Existence in Western Thought can be
great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.



Karen Bell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this When Souls Had Wings: Pre-Mortal
Existence in Western Thought publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt When
Souls Had Wings: Pre-Mortal Existence in Western Thought as good book not merely by the cover but also
by the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Rene King:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this When Souls Had Wings: Pre-
Mortal Existence in Western Thought.
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