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For over a generation, shocking cases of censorship at America’s colleges and
universities have taught students the wrong lessons about living in a free society.
Drawing on a decade of experience battling for freedom of speech on campus,
First Amendment lawyer Greg Lukianoff reveals how higher education fails to
teach students to become critical thinkers: by stifling open debate, our campuses
are supercharging ideological divisions, promoting groupthink, and encouraging
an unscholarly certainty about complex issues.

Lukianoff walks readers through the life of a modern-day college student, from
orientation to the end of freshman year. Through this lens, he describes startling
violations of free speech rights: a student in Indiana punished for publicly
reading a book, a student in Georgia expelled for a pro-environment collage he
posted on Facebook, students at Yale banned from putting an F. Scott Fitzgerald
quote on a T shirt, and students across the country corralled into tiny “free speech
zones” when they wanted to express their views.

But Lukianoff goes further, demonstrating how this culture of censorship is
bleeding into the larger society. As he explores public controversies involving
Juan Williams, Rush Limbaugh, Bill Maher, Richard Dawkins, Larry
Summers—even Dave Barry and Jon Stewart—Lukianoff paints a stark picture
of our ability as a nation to discuss important issues rationally. Unlearning
Liberty: Campus Censorship and the End of American Debate illuminates how
intolerance for dissent and debate on today’s campus threatens the freedom of
every citizen and makes us all just a little bit dumber.
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For over a generation, shocking cases of censorship at America’s colleges and universities have taught
students the wrong lessons about living in a free society. Drawing on a decade of experience battling for
freedom of speech on campus, First Amendment lawyer Greg Lukianoff reveals how higher education fails
to teach students to become critical thinkers: by stifling open debate, our campuses are supercharging
ideological divisions, promoting groupthink, and encouraging an unscholarly certainty about complex issues.

Lukianoff walks readers through the life of a modern-day college student, from orientation to the end of
freshman year. Through this lens, he describes startling violations of free speech rights: a student in Indiana
punished for publicly reading a book, a student in Georgia expelled for a pro-environment collage he posted
on Facebook, students at Yale banned from putting an F. Scott Fitzgerald quote on a T shirt, and students
across the country corralled into tiny “free speech zones” when they wanted to express their views.

But Lukianoff goes further, demonstrating how this culture of censorship is bleeding into the larger society.
As he explores public controversies involving Juan Williams, Rush Limbaugh, Bill Maher, Richard
Dawkins, Larry Summers—even Dave Barry and Jon Stewart—Lukianoff paints a stark picture of our ability
as a nation to discuss important issues rationally. Unlearning Liberty: Campus Censorship and the End of
American Debate illuminates how intolerance for dissent and debate on today’s campus threatens the
freedom of every citizen and makes us all just a little bit dumber.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Lukianoff is an engaging exposer of the shocking repression of free speech on campus, combining good
storytelling with clear principles and a serious purpose with a light touch." — Steven Pinker, Harvard
College Professor of Psychology, Harvard University, author of The Blank Slate and The Better Angels of
Our Nature

"Unlearning Liberty is a must read book for anyone concerned about the constitutional future of our nation."
— Nat Hentoff, journalist, author of Free Speech for Me—But Not for Thee

"Here's a book full of sunlight—the best disinfectant for campus censorship." — Jonathan Rauch, guest
scholar, Brookings Institution, author of Kindly Inquisitors: The New Attacks on Free Thought

“Destined to be a classic work on freedom in America.” — Donald Alexander Downs, Alexander
Meiklejohn Professor of Political Science, Law, and Journalism, University of Wisconsin-Madison, author of
Restoring Free Speech and Liberty on Campus

“American universities have been described as islands of intolerance in a sea of freedom. Unlearning Liberty
is a meticulous and inspiring guide on how to liberate the islands!” — Christina Hoff Sommers, resident
scholar, American Enterprise Institute, author of The War Against Boys

“Lukianoff argues brilliantly and with wit for the importance of free expression in a society that hopes to
produce free human beings rather than craven conformists.” — Daphne Patai, professor, Department of
Languages, Literatures, and Cultures, University of Massachusetts Amherst, author of What Price Utopia?

“Unlearning Liberty shows why free speech rights on campus are more important than ever, and how
controversy is still a great teacher.” — Mary Beth Tinker, plaintiff in Tinker v. Des Moines Independent
School District

“Beautifully written and powerfully argued … an essential wake-up call!" — Nadine Strossen, Professor of
Law, New York Law School, former President, American Civil Liberties Union (1991-2008), author of
Defending Pornography: Free Speech, Sex, and the Fight for Women’s Rights

About the Author

Greg Lukianoff is an attorney and president of the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education. His
writings on campus free speech have appeared in the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times, and the
Washington Post, in addition to dozens of other publications. A regular columnist for the Huffington Post, he
is a frequent guest on nationally syndicated radio programs and has made numerous television appearances,
including on the CBS Evening News and Stossel. He received the 2008 Playboy Foundation Freedom of
Expression Award and the 2010 Ford Hall Forum’s Louis P. and Evelyn Smith First Amendment Award on
behalf of FIRE. Lukianoff is a graduate of American University and Stanford Law School.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Valentine:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular
Unlearning Liberty: Campus Censorship and the End of American Debate is kind of publication which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Johnny Powers:

The particular book Unlearning Liberty: Campus Censorship and the End of American Debate will bring one
to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Unlearning Liberty: Campus
Censorship and the End of American Debate is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Maria Gray:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It
is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The
book Unlearning Liberty: Campus Censorship and the End of American Debate it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly
to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Joan Hanson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Unlearning Liberty: Campus
Censorship and the End of American Debate that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who
want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Unlearning Liberty: Campus Censorship and
the End of American Debate become your personal starter.
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