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The United Nations has been called everything from "the best hope of mankind"
to "irrelevant” and "obsolete." With this much-needed introduction to the UN,
Jussi Hanhiméki engages the current debate over the organizations effectiveness
as he provides a clear understanding of how it was originally conceived, how it
has come to its present form, and how it must confront new challengesin a
rapidly changing world.

After abrief history of the United Nations and its predecessor, the League of
Nations, the author examines the UN's successes and failures as a guardian of
international peace and security, as a promoter of human rights, as a protector of
international law, and as an engineer of socio-economic development. Hanhiméaki
stresses that the UN's greatest problem has been the impossibly wide gap
between its ambitions and capahilities. In the area of international security, for
instance, the UN has to settle conflicts--be they between or within states--without
offending the national sovereignty of its member states, and without being
sidelined by strong countries, as happened in the 2003 intervention of Iraq.
Hanhimaki also provides a clear accounting of the UN and its various arms and
organizations (such as UNESCO and UNICEF), and he offers a critical overview
of how effective it has been in the recent crises in Rwanda and the former

Y ugoslavia, for example--and how likely it isto meet its overall goalsin the
future.

The United Nations, Hanhimé&ki concludes, is an indispensable organization that
has made the world a better place. But it is also a deeply flawed institution, in
need of constant reform.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to awide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Poalitics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
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the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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The United Nations has been called everything from "the best hope of mankind” to "irrelevant” and
"obsolete.” With this much-needed introduction to the UN, Jussi Hanhimaki engages the current debate over
the organizations effectiveness as he provides a clear understanding of how it was originally conceived, how
it has cometo its present form, and how it must confront new challenges in arapidly changing world.

After abrief history of the United Nations and its predecessor, the League of Nations, the author examines
the UN's successes and failures as a guardian of international peace and security, as a promoter of human
rights, as a protector of international law, and as an engineer of socio-economic development. Hanhi maki
stresses that the UN's greatest problem has been the impossibly wide gap between its ambitions and
capabilities. In the area of international security, for instance, the UN has to settle conflicts--be they between
or within states--without offending the national sovereignty of its member states, and without being sidelined
by strong countries, as happened in the 2003 intervention of Irag. Hanhimaki also provides a clear
accounting of the UN and its various arms and organizations (such as UNESCO and UNICEF), and he offers
acritical overview of how effective it has been in the recent crisesin Rwanda and the former Y ugoslavia, for
example--and how likely it isto meet its overall goasin the future.

The United Nations, Hanhiméki concludes, is an indispensable organization that has made the world a better
place. But it is also a deeply flawed ingtitution, in need of constant reform.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politicsto Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply atextbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering al students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jussi M. Hanhimaki is Professor of International History and Palitics at the Graduate I nstitute of
International Studiesin Geneva, Switzerland. An editor of the journal Cold War History, he is the author or
co-author of six books, including The Flawed Architect: Henry Kissinger and American Foreign Policy. He
won the 2002 Bernath Prize from the Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bruce Benedict:

What do you about book? It is hot important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extratime? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question due
to the fact just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it isright.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction to
read.

KyleGill:

The actual book The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction will bring one to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this
book very ideal to you. The book The United Nations. A Very Short Introduction is much recommended to
you you just read. You can aso get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read
the book.

Ronald Johnson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get alot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world
can easily share their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of
them isthis The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction.



Paul Queen:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual.
Theinside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.
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