
The Russian Revolution

By Sheila Fitzpatrick

The Russian Revolution By Sheila Fitzpatrick

The Russian Revolution had a decisive impact on the history of the twentieth
century. Now, following the collapse of the Soviet regime and the opening of its
archives, it is possible to step back and see the full picture of this event for the
first time.

Impeccable in its scholarship and objectivity, this superb volume tells the
gripping story of a Marxist revolution that was intended to transform the world,
but instead visited enormous suffering on the Russian people, and, like the
French Revolution before it, ended up devouring its own children. The author
offers insightful descriptions of the February and October Revolutions of 1917,
the Civil War, the interlude of NEP, Stalin's "revolution from above," the various
Five-Year Plans, and the Great Purges--all treated as discrete episodes in a
twenty-year process of revolution. The book incorporates data from archives that
were previously inaccessible not only to Western but also to Soviet historians, as
well as drawing on important recent Russian publications such as the memoirs of
one of the great survivors of Soviet politics, Vyacheslav Molotov. In the Select
Bibliography, the author highlights the most important of the recent scholarly
works, directing readers to the burgeoning Western scholarship on the Russian
Revolution in the last ten to fifteen years.

Shelia Fitzpatrick is an internationally known expert on Soviet history. This
lively and readable Third Edition uses newly available Soviet archival material
and the latest Russian and Western research to provide an authoritative, compact
account of one of the key events of modern history.
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The Russian Revolution had a decisive impact on the history of the twentieth century. Now, following the
collapse of the Soviet regime and the opening of its archives, it is possible to step back and see the full
picture of this event for the first time.

Impeccable in its scholarship and objectivity, this superb volume tells the gripping story of a Marxist
revolution that was intended to transform the world, but instead visited enormous suffering on the Russian
people, and, like the French Revolution before it, ended up devouring its own children. The author offers
insightful descriptions of the February and October Revolutions of 1917, the Civil War, the interlude of
NEP, Stalin's "revolution from above," the various Five-Year Plans, and the Great Purges--all treated as
discrete episodes in a twenty-year process of revolution. The book incorporates data from archives that were
previously inaccessible not only to Western but also to Soviet historians, as well as drawing on important
recent Russian publications such as the memoirs of one of the great survivors of Soviet politics, Vyacheslav
Molotov. In the Select Bibliography, the author highlights the most important of the recent scholarly works,
directing readers to the burgeoning Western scholarship on the Russian Revolution in the last ten to fifteen
years.

Shelia Fitzpatrick is an internationally known expert on Soviet history. This lively and readable Third
Edition uses newly available Soviet archival material and the latest Russian and Western research to provide
an authoritative, compact account of one of the key events of modern history.
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Editorial Review

Review

Review from previous edition "A lucid and indeed instantly classic explanation of the revolutionary spirit in
its pre-1917 and Lenin-then-Stalin dominated stages."--Tribune

"A succinct, insightful, and highly original interpretation of the Russian Revolution as a process of social
transformation lasting from 1917 to 1937... Fitzpatrick gives us a challenging rethinking that will shape our
discussions for years to come."--Ronald Suny, University of Michigan

"A beautiful little introduction to the topicEL This is a fine work for introductory students, as well as for
general readers looking for a window into the Russian enigma'"--Robert V. Daniels, University of Vermont

About the Author

Sheila Fitzpatrick is Bernadotte E. Schmitt Professor of Modern Russian History at the University of
Chicago. A past president of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies and a co-
editor of The Journal of Modern History, she is the author of many other books and articles about Russia.
She lives in Chicago and Washington, DC.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matilda Greiner:

Here thing why this particular The Russian Revolution are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. The Russian Revolution giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no book that similar with The Russian Revolution. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The
Russian Revolution in e-book can be your alternate.

Susan Martinez:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than



can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. The Russian Revolution can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who
have those short spare time problems.

Wanda Crane:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Russian Revolution can give you a lot of pals because
by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Russian Revolution.

Rose Davies:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this modern
era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
The Russian Revolution when you essential it?
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