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In many cities across the world, particularly in Europe, old buildings form a
prominent part of the built environment, and we often take it for granted that
their contribution is intrinsically positive. How has that widely-shared belief
come about, and is its continued general acceptance inevitable?

Certainly, ancient structures have long been treated with care and reverence in
many societies, including classical Rome and Greece. But only in modern Europe
and America, in the last two centuries, has this care been elaborated and
energised into a forceful, dynamic ideology: a ‘Conservation Movement’, infused
with a sense of historical destiny and loss, that paradoxically shared many of the
characteristics of Enlightenment modernity. The close inter-relationship between
conservation and modern civilisation was most dramatically heightened in
periods of war or social upheaval, beginning with the French Revolution, and
rising to a tragic climax in the 20th-century age of totalitarian extremism; more
recently the troubled relationship of ‘heritage’ and global commercialism has
become dominant.

Miles Glendinning’s new book authoritatively presents, for the first time, the
entire history of this architectural Conservation Movement, and traces its
dramatic fluctuations in ideas and popularity, ending by questioning whether its
recent international ascendancy can last indefinitely.
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In many cities across the world, particularly in Europe, old buildings form a prominent part of the built
environment, and we often take it for granted that their contribution is intrinsically positive. How has that
widely-shared belief come about, and is its continued general acceptance inevitable?

Certainly, ancient structures have long been treated with care and reverence in many societies, including
classical Rome and Greece. But only in modern Europe and America, in the last two centuries, has this care
been elaborated and energised into a forceful, dynamic ideology: a ‘Conservation Movement’, infused with a
sense of historical destiny and loss, that paradoxically shared many of the characteristics of Enlightenment
modernity. The close inter-relationship between conservation and modern civilisation was most dramatically
heightened in periods of war or social upheaval, beginning with the French Revolution, and rising to a tragic
climax in the 20th-century age of totalitarian extremism; more recently the troubled relationship of ‘heritage’
and global commercialism has become dominant.

Miles Glendinning’s new book authoritatively presents, for the first time, the entire history of this
architectural Conservation Movement, and traces its dramatic fluctuations in ideas and popularity, ending by
questioning whether its recent international ascendancy can last indefinitely.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A fascinating read" - The Architectural Review

"This book brings vividly before our eyes the astonishing story of an astonishing movement, in all its
diverse facets." - Die Denkmalpflege

"With his familiar verve, Miles Glendinning, professor of architectural conservation at the University of
Edinburgh, successfully confounds this preconception [that the subject has little new to tell us] with a
combination of challenging insight and analysis that places evolving battles for the ethical high ground in
conservation in the context of unfolding patterns of world events: revolutions, wars, and political and socio-
economic transformations." - Dennis Rodwell, Context

"Miles Glendinning’s new book significantly deepens our knowledge and appreciation of the
conservation movement.  In a critical, learned, deeply thoughtful and fast-paced narrative,
Glendinning vividly relates the process of making, discovering and transforming heritage to the
mainsprings of geopolitics and intellectual history.  Focusing on the 20th century, he wisely steers clear
of normative judgments – lending clarity to his interpretation of conservation debates and rendering
this volume extremely useful to both historians and conservation/design professionals." – Professor
Randall Mason, Chair, Graduate Program in Historic Preservation, The University of Pennsylvania School
of Design

"...incorporating 12 chapters, the author gives an in-depth accounting of heritage, generously
peppered with black-and-white photographs, drawings, and some maps....Glendinning leaves readers
with challenging questions for the future of conserving the built environment." – L. B. Allsopp,
University of Oregon

About the Author

Miles Glendinning is Professor of Architectural Conservation at the University of Edinburgh and Director
of the Scottish Centre for Conservation Studies. He has published extensively on modernist and
contemporary architecture and housing: his books include the award-winning Tower Block (with Stefan
Muthesius), Modern Architect, on the life and times of Sir Robert Matthew, and Architecture’s Evil Empire,
a polemical evaluation of contemporary ‘iconic modernism’. His current research projects include an in-
depth investigation of mass housing in Hong Kong and Singapore.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tonya Sewell:

Here thing why this particular The Conservation Movement: A History of Architectural Preservation:



Antiquity to Modernity are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The
Conservation Movement: A History of Architectural Preservation: Antiquity to Modernity giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that
similar with The Conservation Movement: A History of Architectural Preservation: Antiquity to Modernity.
It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in
the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your
car, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of The Conservation Movement: A History of Architectural Preservation: Antiquity to
Modernity in e-book can be your alternate.

Margaret Pinson:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Conservation Movement: A History
of Architectural Preservation: Antiquity to Modernity book since this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Ruth Morefield:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Conservation Movement: A
History of Architectural Preservation: Antiquity to Modernity is simple to create you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Eileen Schmitt:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the The Conservation Movement: A History of Architectural Preservation: Antiquity to
Modernity when you required it?
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