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At a star-studded auction in 1990, a painting was sold for the record-breaking
price of $82.5 million. That painting, Vincent van Gogh's Portrait of Dr. Gachet,
has seemed to countless admirers to portray our times as "something bright in
spite of its inevitable griefs."

This fascinating book reconstructs the painting's journey and becomes a rich
story of modernist art and the forces behind the art market. Masterfully evoked
are the lives of the thirteen extraordinary people who owned the painting and
shaped its history: avant-garde European collectors, pioneering dealers in Paris
and Berlin, a brilliant medievalist who acquired it for one of Germany's great
museums, and a member of the Nazi elite who sold it after it had been
confiscated as a work of "degenerate art." Remarkable and riveting, The Portrait
of Dr. Gachet illuminates, in dramatic detail, the dynamics of the art market and
of culture in our time.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Only a few weeks before his 1890 suicide, Vincent van Gogh painted a portrait of Paul-Ferdinand Gachet, a
local physician the painter had been fruitlessly consulting about his depression. Upon his death, the painting,
like much of van Gogh's work, went to his brother, Theo. A few years later, Theo's widow sold it for 300
francs (worth, then, $58). In 1990, a wealthy Japanese businessman paid $82.5 million at a Christie's auction
for it and promptly hid it away in a Tokyo warehouse, where it presumably remains to this day.

Cynthia Saltzman traces the painting's provenance through a century of art collecting and cultural politics.
Along the way, the portrait passes through--among others--the hands of early modernist collectors, the Nazi
regime (where it was shown as part of an exhibit of "degenerate" art), and New York's Metropolitan Museum
of Art. In addition to a detailed account of the circumstances of each change of possession (it slipped out of
the Nazis' hands, for example, when Herman Goerring needed a quick transfusion of hard currency),
Saltzman provides a sensitive appraisal of the changing critical reputation of van Gogh and of the fluctuating
market for "masterpieces" on canvas. Portrait of Dr. Gachet is an art history which never loses sight of the
fact that art history is always a subset of a larger history.

From Publishers Weekly
Saltzman's meticulously researched narrative shows how historical forces and turning points in individual
lives have determined the fate of a celebrated painting. The story begins in Auvers-sur-Oise, France, where a
disturbed Vincent van Gogh churned out his last work before his suicide in 1890. Physician Paul-Ferdinand
Gachet, a melancholic amateur painter, did little to alleviate van Gogh's suffering, but he posed for the
portrait that captured, in van Gogh's own words, "the heartbroken expression of our time." Over the next
century, the painting had 13 owners; it was hung in private homes and world-famous museums, and traveled
to Copenhagen, Frankfurt, Amsterdam and New York. Confiscated as "degenerate art" by the Nazis and
smuggled out of Germany during WWII, it was on loan off and on for 50 years to New York's Metropolitan
Museum of Art, before fetching $82.5 million at auction. Since the death of its last owner, a Japanese paper
magnate, its whereabouts are unknown, and the art world waits for the masterpiece to resurface. Meanwhile,
though this book's detail about art dealers and collectors may be more than the casual reader wishes to know,
the capsule biography of van Gogh, the criminality of Nazi art thieves and the fevered May 15, 1990, art
auction at Christie's provide gripping real-life drama. In all, Saltzman (a former reporter for Forbes and the
Wall Street Journal) offers an illuminating case study of provenance. Eight pages of b&w illustrations not
seen by PW.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Weeks before his suicide in 1890, van Gogh painted a portrait of his physician in a melancholy pose and
uncannily labeled it "the heartbroken expression of our time." This is a richly detailed, dramatic account of
the amazing journey of the portrait from its creation in a French village to the record-breaking $82.5 million
paid for it by a Japanese industrialist a century later. After several ownerships, it was placed in a Frankfurt
museum only to be confiscated by the Nazis and deposited in a Berlin warehouse. When the avaricious
Hermann Goring sold the canvas, it was acquired by a Jewish investment banker living in Amsterdam, who
fled to New York with Dr. Gachet. Saltzman, a former reporter, weaves a spellbinding narrative involving
the global art market, political upheavals, connoisseurs, dealers, and the sad visage of Dr. Gachet, which is
now again on the auction block. Recommended for all audiences.?Joan Levin, MLS, Chicago



Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michel Wilkerson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Portrait of Dr. Gachet: The
Story of a Van Gogh Masterpiece, Money, Politics, Collectors, Greed, and Loss book as basic and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Robert Spann:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Portrait of Dr. Gachet: The Story of a
Van Gogh Masterpiece, Money, Politics, Collectors, Greed, and Loss is simple to bring you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book,
you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tara Reynolds:

This Portrait of Dr. Gachet: The Story of a Van Gogh Masterpiece, Money, Politics, Collectors, Greed, and
Loss is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having
tiny amount of digest in reading this Portrait of Dr. Gachet: The Story of a Van Gogh Masterpiece, Money,
Politics, Collectors, Greed, and Loss can be the light food for you because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Janice Leon:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Portrait of Dr. Gachet: The Story of a Van
Gogh Masterpiece, Money, Politics, Collectors, Greed, and Loss to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the publication Portrait of Dr. Gachet: The



Story of a Van Gogh Masterpiece, Money, Politics, Collectors, Greed, and Loss can to be your brand new
friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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