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Modernity is back on sociology's agenda. From the beginnings of sociology as an
academic discipline, questions surrounding the meaning and consequences of
modernity have fascinated generations of sociologists. The initial interest in the
concept was inspired by a sense of a deep rupture (and crisis) afflicting European
society, a sense that society was approaching something fundamentally different
from the past, an entirely new form of societal organization that bore little
resemblance to anything known before. Where exactly this transformation was
headed was by no means clear, but around the 18th century a growing number of
European intellectuals and scholars realized that the changes that had been in the
making since the late 15th century were irreversible and could not be contained
in any particular region or confined to particular sectors of society, but would
ultimately transform all spheres of life. Like other thinkers, sociologists observed
this transformation with awe, and their attitude towards it has always been
ambivalent. The 20th century, during which modernity gradually began to break
through globally, was also a century during which many sociologists became
increasingly disillusioned with the promises of 'the modern project'. But with the
exhaustion of the energies of 'postmodernism', the intellectual movement that
wanted to bury modernity, the interest in modernity began to resurface again; not
least because it became increasingly clear that the world is far from approaching
a societal condition pointing systematically beyond modernity. Instead, we are
witnessing an intensification of modernization processes around the world. But
what is modernity, anyway? The aim of the present volume is to contribute to the
ongoing discussion about the meaning of modernity and about the significance of
modernization processes in non-Western societies. As befits a subject matter as
controversial and complex at this one, the book's chapters offer no conclusive
answers to the questions they raise and address. The debate about modernity
must and will continue, and one hopes that it will be conducted in an atmosphere
of mutual respect despite sometimes fierce disagreement between the
participants. For only if we listen to each other can we make genuine intellectual
progress.
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Modernity is back on sociology's agenda. From the beginnings of sociology as an academic discipline,
questions surrounding the meaning and consequences of modernity have fascinated generations of
sociologists. The initial interest in the concept was inspired by a sense of a deep rupture (and crisis) afflicting
European society, a sense that society was approaching something fundamentally different from the past, an
entirely new form of societal organization that bore little resemblance to anything known before. Where
exactly this transformation was headed was by no means clear, but around the 18th century a growing
number of European intellectuals and scholars realized that the changes that had been in the making since the
late 15th century were irreversible and could not be contained in any particular region or confined to
particular sectors of society, but would ultimately transform all spheres of life. Like other thinkers,
sociologists observed this transformation with awe, and their attitude towards it has always been ambivalent.
The 20th century, during which modernity gradually began to break through globally, was also a century
during which many sociologists became increasingly disillusioned with the promises of 'the modern project'.
But with the exhaustion of the energies of 'postmodernism', the intellectual movement that wanted to bury
modernity, the interest in modernity began to resurface again; not least because it became increasingly clear
that the world is far from approaching a societal condition pointing systematically beyond modernity.
Instead, we are witnessing an intensification of modernization processes around the world. But what is
modernity, anyway? The aim of the present volume is to contribute to the ongoing discussion about the
meaning of modernity and about the significance of modernization processes in non-Western societies. As
befits a subject matter as controversial and complex at this one, the book's chapters offer no conclusive
answers to the questions they raise and address. The debate about modernity must and will continue, and one
hopes that it will be conducted in an atmosphere of mutual respect despite sometimes fierce disagreement
between the participants. For only if we listen to each other can we make genuine intellectual progress.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Volker H. Schmidt is Associate Professor of Sociology at the National University of Singapore. Before
joining NUS in 2000, he held teaching and research positions at the Universities of Mannheim and Bremen,
respectively, and in 1997/98 he was a J.F. Kennedy Memorial Fellow at the Center for European Studies,
Harvard University. He is the author or co-author of five books and editor or co-editor of another four
volumes, and he has published numerous journal articles and book chapters in German and English. His
main areas of specialization are the sociology of justice, medical sociology, health and social policy, social
theory (with as special emphasis on the theory of modernity), and global social change (with a special
emphasis on East Asian modernization)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Modernity at the
Beginning of the 21st Century? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
other opinion?

Maurice Henkel:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Modernity at the Beginning of the 21st
Century is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Mary Barrientes:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Modernity at the
Beginning of the 21st Century suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Modernity at the Beginning of the 21st Centuryis one of several books in which
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.



Ilene Bixler:

The book untitled Modernity at the Beginning of the 21st Century is the reserve that recommended to you to
see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Modernity at the Beginning of the 21st Century from the publisher to make you
far more enjoy free time.
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