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In the United States and Europe, the word "caliphate”" has conjured historically
romantic and increasingly pernicious associations. Y et the caliphate's
significance in Islamic history and Muslim culture remains poorly understood.
This book explores the myriad meanings of the caliphate for Muslims around the
world through the analytical lens of two key moments of lossin the thirteenth
and twentieth centuries. Through extensive primary-source research, Mona
Hassan explores the rich constellation of interpretations created by religious
scholars, historians, musicians, statesmen, poets, and intellectuals.

Hassan fills a scholarly gap regarding Muslim reactions to the destruction of the
Abbasid caliphate in Baghdad in 1258 and challenges the notion that the M ongol
onslaught signaled an end to the critical engagement of Muslim jurists and
intellectuals with the idea of an Islamic caliphate. She also situates Muslim
responses to the dramatic abolition of the Ottoman caliphate in 1924 as part of a
longer trajectory of transregional cultural memory, revealing commonalities and
differences in how modern Muslims have creatively interpreted and reinterpreted
their heritage. Hassan examines how poignant memories of the lost caliphate
have been evoked in Muslim culture, law, and politics, similar to the losses and
repercussions experienced by other religious communities, including the
destruction of the Second Temple for Jews and the fall of Rome for Christians.

A global history, Longing for the Lost Caliphate delves into why the caliphate
has been so important to Muslimsin vastly different eras and places.
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In the United States and Europe, the word "caliphate” has conjured historically romantic and increasingly
pernicious associations. Y et the caliphate's significance in Islamic history and Muslim culture remains poorly
understood. This book explores the myriad meanings of the caliphate for Muslims around the world through
the analytical lens of two key moments of loss in the thirteenth and twentieth centuries. Through extensive
primary-source research, Mona Hassan explores the rich constellation of interpretations created by religious
scholars, historians, musicians, statesmen, poets, and intellectuals.

Hassan fills a scholarly gap regarding Muslim reactions to the destruction of the Abbasid caliphate in
Baghdad in 1258 and challenges the notion that the Mongol onslaught signaled an end to the critical
engagement of Muslim jurists and intellectuals with the idea of an Islamic caliphate. She also situates
Muslim responses to the dramatic abolition of the Ottoman caliphate in 1924 as part of alonger trajectory of
transregional cultural memory, revealing commonalities and differences in how modern Muslims have
creatively interpreted and reinterpreted their heritage. Hassan examines how poignant memories of the lost
caliphate have been evoked in Muslim culture, law, and politics, similar to the losses and repercussions
experienced by other religious communities, including the destruction of the Second Temple for Jews and
thefall of Rome for Christians.

A global history, Longing for the Lost Caliphate delvesinto why the caliphate has been so important to
Muslimsin vastly different eras and places.
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Editorial Review

Review

"After abrief review of theingtitution of the caliphate, this exceptional monograph explores how Muslims
viewed the caliphate after the Mongol destruction of the Abbasid caliphate. . . . Therole of the caliph in the
Ottoman Empire has also been underappreciated. Hassan explores this role but focuses her attention on how
the dismissal of the caliphate in 1924 with the rise of Ataturk and Kemalism affected Muslims not only in
Turkey but also in other parts of the Muslim world. She concludes her book with an examination of current
movements that seek to restore the caliphate, such as |SIS and Hizb al-Tahrir."--Choice

From the Back Cover

"No other book considers so deeply the afterlife of the caliphate as aliterary, religious, and political themein
Islamic history. Mona Hassan provides vivid chapters on the lamentations for the destruction of Baghdad by
the Mongols and the murder of the last of the Baghdadi Abbasid caliphs, and gives alucid account of the
judicial theory of the caliphate in Mamluk-era Egypt and the Ottoman Empire. Hassan shows that in the
world of nation states, the caliphate remains an expression of the yearning for a universal religious
identity."--lra M. Lapidus, University of California, Berkeley

"How do religious communities imagine and sustain relationships with their pasts? What are the politics of
cultural memory? What work do nostalgia and romance perform in the service of reimagined futures? These
are the questions that the burgeoning scholarship on religion and collective memory poses. Into thisfield
comes Mona Hassan's Longing for the Lost Caliphate, an ambitious and sweeping exploration of the
complex ways in which practices of memory and memorializing shape historical and contemporary political
and communal imaginaries."--Elizabeth Castelli, Barnard College

"A significant achievement, this should be the first book given to those who ask why the caliphateis
important to Muslim culture."--Francis Robinson, author of The Mughal Emperors

"A remarkable feat of interdisciplinary scholarship, this innovative book examines the persistence of the
caliphate as a cultural symbol."--S. Sayyid, author of Recalling the Caliphate

About the Author
Mona Hassan is an assistant professor in the departments of Religious Studies and History and the
International Comparative Studies program at Duke University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Richard Glass:

The book Longing for the Lost Caliphate: A Transregional History gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book
Longing for the Lost Caliphate: A Transregional History to be your habit, you can get alot more advantages,



like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you
like available and read a publication Longing for the Lost Caliphate: A Transregional History. Kinds of book
arealot of. It meansthat, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Florence Adams:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading
practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Longing for the
Lost Caliphate: A Transregional History is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Inez Tuller:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include
may doesn't work thisis difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Longing for the Lost Caliphate: A Transregional
History why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Patricia Stedle:

This Longing for the Lost Caliphate: A Transregiona History is great e-book for you because the content
whichisfull of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences
withinit. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only offersyou
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Longing
for the Lost Caliphate: A Transregional History in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info initis
not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this
publication already do that. So, it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that
will?
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