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How to succeed at work and life—in an increasingly unpredictable world

In a world where you can no longer plan or predict your way to success, how can
you achieve your most important goals? It’s a daunting question. But in today’s
environment, where change is the only constant, it’s a question everyone must
answer. This is true whether you are an innovator or an entrepreneur, a manager
or a newly minted graduate.

The first step, say the authors of this book, is this: “Just start.” In other words,
take action now and learn as you go.

Written by a trio of seasoned business leaders, Just Start combines fascinating
research with proven practices to deliver a reliable method for helping you
advance toward your goals—despite the uncertainty that is all too common today.
Babson College President Leonard Schlesinger, organizational learning expert
Charles Kiefer, and veteran journalist Paul B. Brown share their own deep and
varied experiences and draw from a source where striving amid constant
uncertainty actually works: the world of serial entrepreneurship. In this world,
people don’t just think differently—they act differently, as well.

Using this novel approach, Just Start will help you:

• Determine the best strategy and tactics when the future is uncertain
• Minimize financial risk in every decision you make
• Attract like-minded people to what you want to do (and learn why this is
important)
• Understand why “Act. Learn. Build (so you can) Act again” is the best course
of action when facing the unknown

So throw out your forecasting tools and shrug off that nagging frustration that
comes with constant uncertainty. Just Start distills for you the very essence of
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what makes people successful in today’s volatile environment. This book is your
guide to achieving your goals—whether your project is professional or personal,
or somewhere in between.
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How to succeed at work and life—in an increasingly unpredictable world

In a world where you can no longer plan or predict your way to success, how can you achieve your most
important goals? It’s a daunting question. But in today’s environment, where change is the only constant, it’s
a question everyone must answer. This is true whether you are an innovator or an entrepreneur, a manager or
a newly minted graduate.

The first step, say the authors of this book, is this: “Just start.” In other words, take action now and learn as
you go.

Written by a trio of seasoned business leaders, Just Start combines fascinating research with proven practices
to deliver a reliable method for helping you advance toward your goals—despite the uncertainty that is all
too common today. Babson College President Leonard Schlesinger, organizational learning expert Charles
Kiefer, and veteran journalist Paul B. Brown share their own deep and varied experiences and draw from a
source where striving amid constant uncertainty actually works: the world of serial entrepreneurship. In this
world, people don’t just think differently—they act differently, as well.

Using this novel approach, Just Start will help you:

• Determine the best strategy and tactics when the future is uncertain
• Minimize financial risk in every decision you make
• Attract like-minded people to what you want to do (and learn why this is important)
• Understand why “Act. Learn. Build (so you can) Act again” is the best course of action when facing the
unknown

So throw out your forecasting tools and shrug off that nagging frustration that comes with constant
uncertainty. Just Start distills for you the very essence of what makes people successful in today’s volatile
environment. This book is your guide to achieving your goals—whether your project is professional or
personal, or somewhere in between.
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Editorial Review

Review

“For readers stuck in neutral gear, this book, written by seasoned experts, creates the impetus to move
forward.” — Library Journal

“This is a must-read to increase the level of innovation in your organization. You’ll leave this book being
able to take immediate action to learn how to innovate in a way that is right for you.” – Wayne L. Delker,
Senior Vice President – Chief Innovation Officer, Clorox

“Schlesinger, Kiefer, and Brown’s Just Start is a distilled, step-by-step, proven method for how to create
something new in uncertain environments.” – Tom Watson, Dean, Omnicom University, and Cofounder and
Vice Chairman Emeritus, Omnicom Group Inc.

“This book is one huge step in the right direction for anyone compelled to forge a dynamic future in
uncertain times.” – Bill Hybels, Senior Pastor, Willow Creek Community Church, and President of Board,
Willow Creek Association

“Just Start is a uniquely practical book that helps prepare the next generation of entrepreneurial leaders and
will equip them with the key frameworks for success.” – Marina Kim, Executive Director, Ashoka U

“In Just Start, the authors take what the research tells us about those who have succeeded the most in volatile
environments—serial entrepreneurs—and applies their lessons to the rest of us. They provide a practical,
step-by-step method to navigate through complex and uncertain environments, bounce back from setbacks,
and overcome obstacles. A must-read for anyone struggling with uncertainty.” – Steve Mariotti, Founder,
Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship

About the Author

Leonard A. Schlesinger is the twelfth president of Babson College, widely recognized as the world’s
leading educational institution for entrepreneurship. He formerly served as vice chairman and chief operating
officer of Limited Brands. Charles F. Kiefer is president of Innovation Associates and a regular advisor to
global companies on leveraging the human side of their enterprises. Paul B. Brown is a long-time
contributor to the New York Times and a former writer and editor for BusinessWeek, Financial World,
Forbes, and Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Garrison:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Just Start: Take Action, Embrace Uncertainty, Create the Future book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The



writer associated with Just Start: Take Action, Embrace Uncertainty, Create the Future content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but
it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Just Start: Take Action, Embrace Uncertainty,
Create the Future is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Richard Crowe:

The book Just Start: Take Action, Embrace Uncertainty, Create the Future will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Just Start: Take Action, Embrace
Uncertainty, Create the Future is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Steven Thomas:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top checklist in your reading list is Just Start: Take Action, Embrace Uncertainty, Create the
Future. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Howard Joyce:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Just Start: Take Action, Embrace Uncertainty, Create the
Future as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Just Start: Take Action, Embrace Uncertainty, Create the Future to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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