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Convention was immediately recognized as a major contribution to the subject
and its significance has remained undiminished sinceitsfirst publication in 1969.
Lewis analyzes social conventions as regularities in the resolution of recurring
coordination problems-situations characterized by interdependent decision
processes in which common interests are at stake. Conventions are contrasted
with other kinds of regularity, and conventions governing systems of
communication are given special attention.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisbook is my attempt at an analysis of our common, established concept of convention, so that you will
recognize that it explains what you must have in mind when you say that language is governed by
conventions. Language is only one among many activities governed by conventions that we did not create by
agreeing and that we cannot describe." David Lewis

"Readers will be indebted to the author of this book.” Philosophical Quarterly

"The notion of convention has served philosophers since Aristotle as a convenient exploration of the
arbitrary character of referential word meaning. In 1936 Willard Quine, pursuing the notion of analyticity,
called attention to the emptiness of this explanation. David Lewis has attempted to re-establish the notion of
convention as a partial explanation of analytic truth [and his] explication of "convention" is atour de force of
Humean analysis." Philosophy and Rhetoric

"This book has been published for quite some time. Its significant contribution is no longer in question [and
it will] remain a central reference for discussions on the nature of conventions. An excellent book for
teaching purposes." Australasian Journal of Philosophy
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From the Back Cover

Convention was immediately recognized as amajor contribution to the subject and its significance has
remained undiminished since itsfirst publication in 1969. Lewis analyzes social conventions as regularities
in the resolution of recurring coordination problems — situations characterized by interdependent decision
processes in which common interests are at stake. Conventions are contrasted with other kinds of regularity,
and conventions governing systems of communication are given specia attention. This book is of central
importance to philosophers, linguists, social scientists, legal theorists, and anyone interested in the role of



convention in the function of social behavior and language.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Myra Flory:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular sparetime to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Convention: A
Philosophical Study? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Nicholas Poston:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Convention: A Philosophical Study, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-
book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

AliceBillups:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal
with may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Convention: A Philosophical Study why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Eugene Ruano:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Convention:
A Philosophical Study which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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