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Traces of History presents a new approach to race and to comparative colonial
studies. Bringing a historical perspective to bear on the regimes of race that
colonizers have sought to impose on Aboriginal people in Australia, on Blacks
and Native Americans in the United States, on Ashkenazi Jewsin Western
Europe, on Arab Jewsin Israel/Palestine, and on people of African descent in
Brazil, this book shows how race marks and reproduces the different
relationships of inequality into which Europeans have coopted subaltern
populations: territorial dispossession, enslavement, confinement, assimilation,
and removal.

Charting the different modes of domination that engender specific regimes of
race and the strategies of anti-colonial resistance they entail, the book powerfully
argues for cross-racial solidarities that respect these historical differences.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Traces of History presents a new approach to race and to comparative colonia studies. Bringing a historical
perspective to bear on the regimes of race that colonizers have sought to impose on Aboriginal peoplein
Australia, on Blacks and Native Americans in the United States, on Ashkenazi Jews in Western Europe, on
Arab Jews in Israel/Palestine, and on people of African descent in Brazil, this book shows how race marks
and reproduces the different relationships of inequality into which Europeans have coopted subaltern
populations: territorial dispossession, enslavement, confinement, assimilation, and removal.

Charting the different modes of domination that engender specific regimes of race and the strategies of anti-
colonial resistance they entail, the book powerfully argues for cross-racial solidarities that respect these
historical differences.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

Review

“*Raceisasocial construct.” Sure, but what does that mean? Patrick Wolfe, preeminent scholar of settler
colonia studies, tackles this question with theoretical sophistication and vivid historical detail. Spanning four
continents and four centuries, Wolfe reveals the operations of race-making in specific historical processes, in
the always contingent struggles over land, labor, culture, and power. A magnificent work of erudition and
elucidation, Traces of History will change how we talk about the ‘socia construction of race.””

—Robin D. G. Kelley, UCLA, author of Africa Speaks, America Answers

“Wolfe brilliantly historicises a comprehensive and global thesis, concluding that racism is not here to stay.
An original and essential text.”
—Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, author of An Indigenous Peoples History of the United States

“A unique tour de force. This powerful journey into the past, covering Australia, North America, Brazil,
Europe and Palestine, will leave you convinced that racism can be defeated, but its elusive and cynical
human attitude has still to be acknowledged and confronted. No other book will help you do this better.”
—Ilan Pappe, University of Exeter, author of The | dea of I srael

“Although racial conflict and racial injustice have shaped the modern history of the entire planet, there is
little awareness of how pervasive the legacy of race and racism really is. Traces of History at long last
provides aglobal, comparative text on race. Wolfe draws on awide range of scholars to provide an
accessible text on race and racism as worldwide phenomena. A deeply researched, long-overdue effort.
Highly recommended for course adoption!”

—Howard Winant, University of California, Santa Barbar a, author of Racial Formation in the United
States

“Asprofound asit is unsettling.”
—Gershon Shafir, author of Land, Labor and the Origins of the I sraeli—Palestinian Conflict

Fromthe Trade Paperback edition.

About the Author

Patrick Wolfeisawriter and historian who lives and works in Wurundjeri country near Healesville,
Australia. His books include Settler Colonialism and the Transformation of Anthropology. He has worked at
universitiesin Australia and the United States and is currently in the History Programme at La Trobe
University.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:



Shawn Midkiff:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y eah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move, shopping,
or went to often the Mall. How about open as well asread a book called Traces of History: Elementary
Structures of Race? Maybe it isto become best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
other opinion?

Susan L ar abee:

The book Traces of History: Elementary Structures of Race gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Traces of History:
Elementary Structures of Race to become your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about some or al subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
available and read a e-book Traces of History: Elementary Structures of Race. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

David Swanson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Traces of History: Elementary Structures of Race your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get previous to. The Traces of History: Elementary Structures of Race giving you
yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful datafor your better lifein
this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Mark Adair:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can aso bring us to around the
world. By the book Traces of History: Elementary Structures of Race we can get more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Traces
of History: Elementary Structures of Race. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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