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Theideathat religion has a dangerous tendency to promote violenceis part of the
conventional wisdom of Western societies, and it underlies many of our
ingtitutions and palicies, from limits on the public role of religion to efforts to
promote liberal democracy in the Middle East. William T. Cavanaugh challenges
this conventional wisdom by examining how the twin categories of religion and
the secular are constructed. A growing body of scholarly work explores how the
category 'religion’ has been constructed in the modern West and in colonial
contexts according to specific configurations of political power. Cavanaugh
draws on this scholarship to examine how timeless and transcultural categories of
'religion and 'the secular’ are used in arguments that religion causes violence. He
argues three points: 1) There is no transhistorical and transcultural essence of
religion. What counts as religious or secular in any given context is a function of
political configurations of power; 2) Such atranshistorical and transcultural
concept of religion as non-rational and prone to violence is one of the
foundational legitimating myths of Western society; 3) Thismyth can beand is
used to legitimate neo-colonial violence against non-Western others, particularly
the Muslim world.
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religion to efforts to promote liberal democracy in the Middle East. William T. Cavanaugh challenges this
conventional wisdom by examining how the twin categories of religion and the secular are constructed. A
growing body of scholarly work explores how the category 'religion’ has been constructed in the modern
West and in colonial contexts according to specific configurations of political power. Cavanaugh draws on
this scholarship to examine how timeless and transcultural categories of 'religion and 'the secular’ are used in
arguments that religion causes violence. He argues three points: 1) Thereis no transhistorical and
transcultural essence of religion. What counts as religious or secular in any given context is a function of
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Editorial Review
Review

"Cavanaugh not only sets the bar of future scholarship higher but also avoids oversimplifications that can
obstruct conflict resolution. Future scholarship on religious violence will inevitably need to interact with the
theorieslaid out in this book."--BYU Sudies Quarterly

"[A]n important book." --Commonweal

"Williams T. Cavanaugh's Myth of Religious Violence is a disciplined, detailed and painstakingly thorough
book that sets out to debunk the all-too-pervasive liberal myth: that something called 'religion’ is necessarily
inclined to produce violence, especially left unchecked. " --Leigh Edwards, Durham, North Carolina

"Cavanaugh not only exposes the myth for what it is, he provides details to show precisely how the mythis
not grounded in reality." --Christian Century

"...an important and highly interesting work...enough to make one doubt the modern dogma of religious
violence and be alert to itsideological function in the West."--James R. A. Merrick, University of Aberdeen

"The book is well-written, thoroughly documented, and clearly argued, and it should be of value both to
generalists and to readers with particular interest in the topic."--Debra Erickson

"A detailed and carefully researched rebuttal of the idea that there is some essence or necessary function of
religion that makes it a more consistent cause of violence than other worldviews, belief systems or
ideologies. He effectively unvelils the self-serving nature of secular liberal condescension toward
religion.”--Modern Theology

"Razor sharp and pertinent... Cavanaugh leaves us hard pressed to imagine how the notion of a privatized,
internalized 'God of One's Own' could ever be part of the solution to a problem that it is responsible for
inventing in the first place.”--Common Knowledge
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nellie Ferguson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these peopl e survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for awhileis
reading. Y eah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Myth of Religious Violence:
Secular Ideology and the Roots of Modern Conflict book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Bertram Staten:

Here thing why this particular The Myth of Religious Violence: Secular Ideology and the Roots of Modern
Conflict are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it dependsin the
content of it which isthe content is as delicious as food or not. The Myth of Religious Violence: Secular
Ideology and the Roots of Modern Conflict giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Myth of Religious Violence: Secular
Ideology and the Roots of Modern Conflict. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can
bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having
difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Myth of Religious Violence: Secular
Ideology and the Roots of Modern Conflict in e-book can be your alternative.

AdelineNorris:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be alife style. Thisreading
habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Myth of Religious Violence:
Secular Ideology and the Roots of Modern Conflict iskind of publication which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

William Brown:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This The Myth of Religious Violence: Secular Ideology and the Roots



of Modern Conflict can give you alot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one
step for you to get success. Thisreserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Myth
of Religious Violence: Secular Ideology and the Roots of Modern Conflict.
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