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With the compelling narrative tension and psychological complexity of the works
of Laura Lippman, Dennis Lehane, Kate Atkinson, and Michael Connelly, Edgar
Award-nominee Lou Berney’s The Long and Faraway Gone is a smart, fiercely
compassionate crime story that explores the mysteries of memory and the impact
of violence on survivors—and the lengths they will go to find the painful truth of
the events that scarred their lives.

In the summer of 1986, two tragedies rocked Oklahoma City. Six movie-theater
employees were killed in an armed robbery, while one inexplicably survived.
Then, a teenage girl vanished from the annual State Fair. Neither crime was ever
solved.

Twenty-five years later, the reverberations of those unsolved cases quietly echo
through survivors’ lives. A private investigator in Vegas, Wyatt’s latest inquiry
takes him back to a past he’s tried to escape—and drags him deeper into the
harrowing mystery of the movie house robbery that left six of his friends dead.

Like Wyatt, Julianna struggles with the past—with the day her beautiful older
sister Genevieve disappeared. When Julianna discovers that one of the original
suspects has resurfaced, she’ll stop at nothing to find answers.

As Wyatt's case becomes more complicated and dangerous, and Julianna seeks
answers from a ghost, their obsessive quests not only stir memories of youth and
first love, but also begin to illuminate dark secrets of the past. But will their
shared passion and obsession heal them, or push them closer to the edge? Even if
they find the truth, will it help them understand what happened, that long and
faraway gone summer? Will it set them free—or ultimately destroy them?
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Gone is a smart, fiercely compassionate crime story that explores the mysteries of memory and the impact of
violence on survivors—and the lengths they will go to find the painful truth of the events that scarred their
lives.

In the summer of 1986, two tragedies rocked Oklahoma City. Six movie-theater employees were killed in an
armed robbery, while one inexplicably survived. Then, a teenage girl vanished from the annual State Fair.
Neither crime was ever solved.

Twenty-five years later, the reverberations of those unsolved cases quietly echo through survivors’ lives. A
private investigator in Vegas, Wyatt’s latest inquiry takes him back to a past he’s tried to escape—and drags
him deeper into the harrowing mystery of the movie house robbery that left six of his friends dead.

Like Wyatt, Julianna struggles with the past—with the day her beautiful older sister Genevieve disappeared.
When Julianna discovers that one of the original suspects has resurfaced, she’ll stop at nothing to find
answers.

As Wyatt's case becomes more complicated and dangerous, and Julianna seeks answers from a ghost, their
obsessive quests not only stir memories of youth and first love, but also begin to illuminate dark secrets of
the past. But will their shared passion and obsession heal them, or push them closer to the edge? Even if they
find the truth, will it help them understand what happened, that long and faraway gone summer? Will it set
them free—or ultimately destroy them?
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Editorial Review

Review
“The two key players in Lou Berney’s superb regional mystery suffer from separate but equally crushing
cases of survivor guilt . . . Berney tells both their stories with supreme sensitivity, exploring the ‘landscape
of memory’ that keeps shifting beneath our feet.” (Marilyn Stasio, New York Times Book Review)

“The Long and Faraway Gone is that rare literary gem -- a dark, quintessentially cool noir novel that is both
deeply poignant, and very funny . . . as hip, hilarious, and entertaining as it is wrenching, beautiful, and
ultimately redemptive.” (Huffington Post)

“Berney’s novel is most truly a thoughtful exploration of memory and what it means to be a survivor.
Elegiac and wistful, it is a lyrical mystery . . . with a deep, wounded heart. Read it.” (Kirkus Reviews
(starred review))

“Focused, very insightfully, on love, loss, and memory . . . fully realized creations that readers won’t soon
forget. A genuinely memorable novel of ideas.” (Booklist (starred review))

“Will raise a lump in the throat . . . the leads’ struggles are portrayed with painful complexity, and Berney,
fittingly, avoids easy answers.” (Publishers Weekly (starred review))

“A tour de force built around two tragedies ripped from the headlines of this newspaper . . . should top the
bestseller lists in our local bookstores, but is deserving of national acclaim.” (Oklahoma City Oklahoman)

“This is crime fiction at its absolute best . . . deeply insightful and beautifully written . . . squarely in the
ranks of powerhouses such as Lippman and Lehane.” (Crimespree Magazine)

“So much to love here . . . easy to read yet difficult to forget. . . Berney is a mighty fine wordsmith whose
name should be mentioned more often than it is during discussions of new bright lights in the literary world.”
(Bookreporter.com)

“Multi-faceted, layered, intense, alive—if you read only one crime novel this year, this should be the one.”
(Sara J. Henry, Anthony Award-winning author of A Cold and Lonely Place)

“With sharp wit and prose that brings the 80s to life in all its stone-washed glory, Lou Berney tells a complex
story of characters struggling to make sense of life . . . Affecting, funny, and unfailingly honest, The Long
and Faraway Gone is an extraordinary book.” (M.P. Cooley, author of Ice Shear)

“Berney takes you places you’re not sure you want to go and brings you out again with a sure hand. It’s a
satisfyingly complete deep-dive into a complicated history, with not only suspense but a compelling
resolution.” (Carrie La Seur, author of The Home Place)

From the Back Cover

In the summer of 1986, two tragedies rocked Oklahoma City. Six movie-theater employees were brutally
killed in an armed robbery. Then a teenage girl vanished from the annual state fair. Neither crime was ever
solved.



Twenty-five years later, the reverberations of those unsolved cases continue to echo through the lives of
those devastated by the crimes. Wyatt, the one teenage employee who inexplicably survived the movie-
theater massacre, is now a private investigator in Las Vegas. A case unexpectedly brings him back to a
hometown and a past he's tried to escape—and drags him deeper into the harrowing mystery of the movie-
house robbery that left six of his friends dead.

Like Wyatt, Julianna struggles with the past—specifically the day her beautiful older sister, Genevieve,
disappeared at the fair. When Julianna discovers that one of the original suspects has resurfaced, she'll stop at
nothing to find answers.

As Wyatt's case becomes more complicated and dangerous, and Julianna seeks answers from a ghost, their
obsessive quests not only stir memories of youth and first love, but also begin to illuminate dark secrets of
the past. Even if they find the truth, will it help them understand what happened and why they were left
behind that long and faraway gone summer? Will it set them free—or ultimately destroy them?

About the Author

Lou Berney is the author of two previous novels—Whiplash River, nominated for an Edgar Award, and
Gutshot Straight, nominated for a Barry Award-as well as the collection The Road to Bobby Joe and Other
Stories. A television and film screenwriter, he also teaches writing at the University of Oklahoma and
Oklahoma City University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Canfield:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The Long
and Faraway Gone: A Novel? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Elizabeth Frizzell:

This book untitled The Long and Faraway Gone: A Novel to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Donald Scott:

Often the book The Long and Faraway Gone: A Novel has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure



to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after reading this article book.

Mark Guerrero:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Long and Faraway Gone: A Novel, it is possible
to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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