William R. LaFleur

LIQy;p LIFE
Abortiop and Buddhism i Japan
a -

Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan

By William R. LaFleur

Read Online ©

Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan By William R. LaFleur

Why would a country strongly influenced by Buddhism's reverence for life allow
legalized, widely used abortion? Equally puzzling to many Westernersisthe
Japanese practice of mizuko rites, in which the parents of aborted fetuses pray for
the well-being of these rejected "lives." In this provocative investigation, William
LaFleur examines abortion as a window on the culture and ethics of Japan. At the
same time he contributes to the Western debate on abortion, exploring how the
Japanese resolve their conflicting emotions privately and avoid the pro-life/pro-
choice politics that sharply divide Americans on the issue.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Thisis afirst-rate cross-cultural study, taking the reader to the heart of another society's beliefs and
practices."--Mark Archer, The Sunday Telegraph

"Both Buddhism and abortion flourish in modern Japan: the link between them is death. William LaFleur
explains how this has come about, and in doing so provides an unusual insight into the character of modern
Japan, where death is a big-money operation both for medicine and for religion."--Thomas Crump, London
Review of Books

"Objective, informed, observant, and imaginative. William LaFleur not only enlarges our knowledge, he also
uses his single topic to illuminate a broad and fundamental feature of Japanese society itself."--Donald
Richie, Japan Times Weekly

About the Author
William R. LaFleur is Professor of Japanese and the Joseph B. Glossberg Term Professor of Humanities at
the University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jess Bolan:

The book Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying abook Liquid Life: Abortion
and Buddhism in Japan being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open up
and read ae-book Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan. Kinds of book are alot of. It meansthat,
science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Christopher Morton:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are till students or thisfor al peoplein
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Liquid Life: Abortion and
Buddhism in Japan. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.



Cristen Washington:

ThisLiquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan is great publication for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentencesin it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, datain it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or
fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you till doubt this?

Rosa Rodriguez:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. Y ou can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirementsis Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan this book consist alot
of the information in the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some study when he makes this book. That iswhy this book suited al of you.
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