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From subarctic tundra to equatorial rainforest, deep in the soil and at the tip of
the highest tree, ants are found the world over. This book, by the world's leading
ant taxonomist, offers a definitive guide for identifying these ubiquitous insects.

Barry Bolton provides identification keys to all the living ant subfamilies and
genera, presented in alphabetical order and separated by zoogeographical region.
Designed for professional and amateur myrmecologists alike, this guide is as
accessible as it is comprehensive, including information on the function and use
of identification keys, instructions for preparing specimens for examination, and
an illustrated glossary of morphological terms. Over 500 scanning electron
microscope photographs illustrate the taxonomic keys.

Bolton introduces each subfamily with a diagnosis of the group, followed by
synoptic classifications of all genera within each subfamily, notes on broad
distribution, and a list of references to all species-rank publications useful to
identification. He also provides a short summary of the extinct subfamilies and
includes a checklist of every name ever proposed in the classification of ants,
from the rank of family down to subgenus, showing the current status and usage
of each.

An updated and exhaustively expanded revision of the taxonomic keys found in
Hölldobler and Wilson's The Ants, Bolton's identification guide takes its place
alongside that landmark work as the foundation for the study of ants for many
years to come.
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From subarctic tundra to equatorial rainforest, deep in the soil and at the tip of the highest tree, ants are
found the world over. This book, by the world's leading ant taxonomist, offers a definitive guide for
identifying these ubiquitous insects.

Barry Bolton provides identification keys to all the living ant subfamilies and genera, presented in
alphabetical order and separated by zoogeographical region. Designed for professional and amateur
myrmecologists alike, this guide is as accessible as it is comprehensive, including information on the
function and use of identification keys, instructions for preparing specimens for examination, and an
illustrated glossary of morphological terms. Over 500 scanning electron microscope photographs illustrate
the taxonomic keys.

Bolton introduces each subfamily with a diagnosis of the group, followed by synoptic classifications of all
genera within each subfamily, notes on broad distribution, and a list of references to all species-rank
publications useful to identification. He also provides a short summary of the extinct subfamilies and
includes a checklist of every name ever proposed in the classification of ants, from the rank of family down
to subgenus, showing the current status and usage of each.

An updated and exhaustively expanded revision of the taxonomic keys found in Hölldobler and Wilson's The
Ants, Bolton's identification guide takes its place alongside that landmark work as the foundation for the
study of ants for many years to come.
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Editorial Review

Review
Bolton's aim in producing this book was to provide a means of identifying all extant ant genera, and to
produce a catalog of existing and fossil genera, as well as the tribes and subfamilies of Formicidae. In
accomplishing this goal, he has been thorough, meticulous, and lucid in his revision. The major thrust of the
book is a series of dichotomous keys to the subfamilies and genera of ants. He has done a splendid job in
making these keys useful for the specialist, the student or nonprofessional...Perhaps the most innovative and
helpful aspects of the book are the 522 scanning electron microscope photographs of the ants...Bolton's
admirable book, keying and imaging 296 extant genera and 16 subfamilies of ants, is a best and thorough
assessment, and will be a necessity for ant taxonomists and important for anyone attempting to identify
genera of ants. (Arnold Van Pelt Insecta Mundi)

Besides the obvious value of this book for identifying ants, it is the first time that the diversity of these
ubiquitous insects has been adequately portrayed. It is a most enjoyable experience to simply browse through
the book and admire the electron micrographs showing the bizarre manifestations and combinations of ant
form. (H. G. Robertson African Entomology)

A stunning volume...to be savored visually...[This book] expresses more about our planet's half-billion-year
saga of zoological diversification than could be packed into a thousand pages of purple prose. (David
Quammen Outside)

Bolton has emerged as the leading ant taxonomist, and his work is regarded by his peers to be of the highest
quality. The coverage of the world fauna is exhaustive at the generic level...[The book is] meticulous and
superbly illustrated. (Edward O. Wilson, Harvard University)

From the Back Cover
From subarctic tundra to equatorial rainforest, deep in the soil and at the tip of the highest tree, ants are
found the world over. This book, by the world's leading ant taxonomist, offers a definitive guide for
identifying these ubiquitous insects. Barry Bolton provides identification keys to all the living ant
subfamilies and genera, presented in alphabetical order and separated by zoogeographical region. Designed
for professional and amateur myrmecologists alike, this guide is as accessible as it is comprehensive,
including information on the function and use of identification keys, instructions for preparing specimens for
examination, and an illustrated glossary of morphological terms. Over 500 scanning electron microscope
photographs illustrate the taxonomic keys. Bolton introduces each subfamily with a diagnosis of the group,
followed by synoptic classifications of all genera within each subfamily, notes on broad distribution, and a
list of references to all species-rank publications usefull to identification. He also provides a short summary
of the extinct subfamilies and includes a checklist of every name ever proposed in the classification of ants,
from the rank of family down to subgenus, showing the current status and usage of each. An updated and
exhaustively expanded revision of the taxonomic keys found in Holldober and Wilson's The Ants, Bolton's
identification guide takes its place alongside that landmark work as the foundation for the study of ants for
many years to come.|From subarctic tundra to equatorial rain forest, deep in the soil and at the tip of the
highest tree, ants are found the world over. This book, by the world's leading ant taxonomist, offers a
definitive guide for identifying these ubiquitous insects.

About the Author



Barry Bolton, now retired, is a Fellow of the Royal Entomological Society and Myrmecologist in the
Biodiversity Division, Department of Entomology, Natural History Museum, London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Blackburn:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Identification Guide to the Ant Genera of the World. Try to make
the book Identification Guide to the Ant Genera of the World as your friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Karen Bell:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Identification Guide to the Ant Genera of
the World which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Irene Justice:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Identification Guide to the Ant Genera of the World can
give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Identification Guide to the Ant Genera of the
World.

Adam Hay:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Identification Guide to the Ant Genera of the
World to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about
book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and read it.
Beside that the guide Identification Guide to the Ant Genera of the World can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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