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Over the next couple of decades, it is estimated that 250 million Chinese citizens
will move from rural areas into cities, pushing the country’s urban population
over one billion. China has built hundreds of new cities and urban districts over
the past thirty years, and hundreds more are set to be built by 2030 as the central
government kicks its urbanization initiative into overdrive. As China redraws its
map with new cities, it isn't just creating new urban areas, but also engineering a
new culture and way of life. Yet, many of these new cities, such as the infamous
Kangbashi and Yujiapu, stand nearly empty, construction having ground to a halt
due to the loss of investors and colossal debt.

In Ghost Cities of China, Wade Shepard examines this phenomenon up close. He
posits that the shedding of traditional social structures in the country is at an
advanced stage, and a rootless, consumption-centric globalized culture is rapidly
taking its place. Incorporating interviews and on-the-ground investigation, Ghost
Cities of China examines China’s under-populated modern cities and the
country’s overly ambitious building program.
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Over the next couple of decades, it is estimated that 250 million Chinese citizens will move from rural areas
into cities, pushing the country’s urban population over one billion. China has built hundreds of new cities
and urban districts over the past thirty years, and hundreds more are set to be built by 2030 as the central
government kicks its urbanization initiative into overdrive. As China redraws its map with new cities, it isn't
just creating new urban areas, but also engineering a new culture and way of life. Yet, many of these new
cities, such as the infamous Kangbashi and Yujiapu, stand nearly empty, construction having ground to a halt
due to the loss of investors and colossal debt.

In Ghost Cities of China, Wade Shepard examines this phenomenon up close. He posits that the shedding of
traditional social structures in the country is at an advanced stage, and a rootless, consumption-centric
globalized culture is rapidly taking its place. Incorporating interviews and on-the-ground investigation,
Ghost Cities of China examines China’s under-populated modern cities and the country’s overly ambitious
building program.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Ghost Cities tells a mixed story of China’s urbanisation drive. . . . Shepard presents an even-handed picture
of this process as he has witnessed it and leaves the question of the future open.”
 
(Royal Society for Asian Affairs)

From the Back Cover

Featuring everything from sports stadiums to shopping malls, hundreds of new urban areas in China stand
empty, with hundreds more set to be completed by 2030. Between now and then, the country's urban
population will leap to over one billion, as the central government kicks its urbanization initiative into
overdrive. In the process, traditional social structures are being torn apart, and a rootles, semi-displaced,
consumption oriented culture is rapidly taking their place. Ghost Cities of China is an enthralling dialogue-
driven, on-location search for an understanding of China's new cities and the reasons why many have not yet
attracted sizable populations.

About the Author

Wade Shepard is editor-in-chief at the China Chronicle. He lives in Xiamen, Fujian Province, China.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amelia Gallup:

The feeling that you get from Ghost Cities of China: The Story of Cities without People in the World's Most
Populated Country (Asian Arguments) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside
the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand
but Ghost Cities of China: The Story of Cities without People in the World's Most Populated Country (Asian
Arguments) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Ghost
Cities of China: The Story of Cities without People in the World's Most Populated Country (Asian
Arguments) instantly.

Kimberly Spradlin:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to



share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Ghost Cities of China: The Story of Cities without People in the World's Most Populated Country (Asian
Arguments), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Elizabeth Blake:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or even their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Ghost Cities of
China: The Story of Cities without People in the World's Most Populated Country (Asian Arguments).

Pedro Murray:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Ghost Cities of China: The Story of Cities
without People in the World's Most Populated Country (Asian Arguments) or perhaps others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to include
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Ghost Cities of China: The
Story of Cities without People in the World's Most Populated Country (Asian Arguments) to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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