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Starting with Freud's "projection theory" of religion-that belief in God is merely a
product of man's desire for security-Professor Vitz argues that psychoanaysis
actually provides a more satisfying explanation for atheism. Disappointment in
one's earthly father, whether through death, absence, or mistreatment, frequently
leads to arejection of God. A biographical survey of influential atheists of the
past four centuries shows that this "defective father hypothesis' provides a
consistent explanation of the "intense atheism™ of these thinkers. A survey of the
leading intellectual defenders of Christianity over the same period confirms the
hypothesis, finding few defective fathers. Professor Vitz concludes with an
intriguing comparison of male and female atheists and a consideration of other
psychological factors that can contribute to atheism.

Professor Vitz does not argue that atheism is psychologically determined. Each
man, whatever his experiences, ultimately chooses to accept God or reject him.
Y et the cavalier attribution of religious faith to irrational, psychologica needsis
so prevalent that an exposition of the psychological factors predisposing one to
atheismis necessary.
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Starting with Freud's "projection theory” of religion-that belief in God is merely a product of man's desire for
security-Professor Vitz argues that psychoanalysis actually provides a more satisfying explanation for
atheism. Disappointment in one's earthly father, whether through death, absence, or mistreatment, frequently
leads to arejection of God. A biographical survey of influential atheists of the past four centuries shows that
this "defective father hypothesis' provides a consistent explanation of the "intense atheism" of these thinkers.
A survey of the leading intellectual defenders of Chritianity over the same period confirms the hypothesis,
finding few defective fathers. Professor Vitz concludes with an intriguing comparison of male and female
atheists and a consideration of other psychological factorsthat can contribute to atheism.

Professor Vitz does not argue that atheism is psychologically determined. Each man, whatever his
experiences, ultimately chooses to accept God or reject him. Y et the cavalier attribution of religious faith to
irrational, psychological needsis so prevalent that an exposition of the psychological factors predisposing
oneto atheism is necessary.
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Editorial Review

Review

Vitz (psychology, New York U.), an atheist himself until his 30s, exposes atheism to the same psychological
analysis atheistic apologists have used to debunk religious belief. Beginning with Freud's notion that belief in
God isaproduct of humanity's desire for security, he argues that psychoanalysisis actually a better
explanation for denial of God, concluding that the absence of agood father is at the core of militant atheism.
Surveys of the leading intellectual defenders of atheism and Christianity, show that the atheists had
"defective fathers' while the believers did not. Vitz does not intend to suggest that atheism is psychologically
determined, but rather hopes to counteract the idea that irrational psychological factors lead one to believein
God. Annotation c. Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com) -- Booknews

From the Publisher

PAUL C. VITZ, aprofessor of psychology at New Y ork University, was an atheist until his late 30s. He
earned his bachelor's degree at the University of Michigan and his Ph.D. at Stanford. Professor Vitz isthe
author of Psychology as Religion: The Cult of Self-Worship, Modern Art and Modern Science, and Sigmund
Freud's Christian Unconscious, as well as numerous articlesin professional and popular journals. He and his
wife, Evelyn Birge Vitz, also a professor at NY U, raised their six children in afaculty apartment in
Greenwich Village.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rebecca Morales:

Baook isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Faith of the Fatherless: The
Psychology of Atheism was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheismis
not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend
your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Faith of the Fatherless: The
Psychology of Atheism. Y ou never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Owen Ray:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Faith of
the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word writtenin a
reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of.
The Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern hereis your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?



Charles Siegrist:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This publication Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism wasfilled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Sergio Espinoza:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at thistime there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism can make you sense more
interested to read.
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