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Over the years the earth has moved many times under San Francisco. But it has
been thirty-eight years since the last strong earthquake. People have forgotten
how bad it can be. But soon they will remember.

Based on actual events of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake and told from the
alternating perspectives of two young friends, the earth dragon awakes chronicles
the thrilling story of the destruction of a city, and the heroes that emerge in its
wake.
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Over the years the earth has moved many times under San Francisco. But it has been thirty-eight years since
the last strong earthquake. People have forgotten how bad it can be. But soon they will remember.

Based on actual events of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake and told from the alternating perspectives of
two young friends, the earth dragon awakes chronicles the thrilling story of the destruction of acity, and the
heroes that emerge in its wake.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Grade 3-7 Yep looks at the San Francisco Earthquake of 1906 from two points of view. Chinisayoung
Chinese immigrant whose father is a houseboy for a prominent banker and his family. He has become
friendly with young Henry Travis, the banker's son, through their interest in low-brow but exciting penny
dreadfuls. The stories depict heroic people doing heroic things and, while both boys appreciate their fathers,
they certainly do not regard them as heroes. Not, that is, until the Earth Dragon roars into consciousness one
spring morning, tearing the city asunder and making heroes out of otherwise ordinary men. Yep'sresearchis
exhaustive. He covers all the most significant repercussions of the event, its aftershocks, and days of
devastating fires, and peppers the story with interesting true-to-life anecdotes. The format is alittle tedious
one chapter visits Henry's affluent neighborhood, the next ventures to Chin's home in Chinatown, and back
again and the ordinary heroes themeis presented a bit heavy-handedly. Throughout the text, the boys
compare their fathers to Wyatt Earp. But the story as a whole should appeal to reluctant readers. Its natural
disaster subject is both timely and topical, and Y ep weaves snippets of information on plate tectonics and
more very neatly around his prose. A solid supplemental choice. Catherine Threadgill, Charleston County
Public Library, SC

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Gr. 3-5. On the evening of April 17, 1906, neither eight-year-old Henry nor his friend Ching is aware that the
earth beneath their San Francisco homes s shifting. Devotees of "penny dreadfuls,” both boys long for
excitement, not their fathers' ordinary routine lives. When the earthquake shakes the city and afirestorm
breaks out, Henry and his parents scramble in the chaos and battle the fire, but must ultimately evacuate their
home. Ching and his father survive the collapse of their Chinatown tenement, and flee to the ferry through
the debris and turmoil. In the midst of catastrophe, the boys realize that their fathers are real-life heroes.
Henry and Ching's stories are told in alternating chapters with a few interruptions for the insertion of
earthquake information. Told in the present tense, the narration provides a"you are there" sense of
immediacy and will appeal to readers who enjoy action-packed survival stories. Linda Perkins

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Laurence Y ep is the acclaimed author of more than sixty books for young people and awinner of the Laura
Ingalls Wilder Award. Hisillustrious list of novelsincludes the Newbery Honor Books Dragonwings and
Dragon's Gate; The Earth Dragon Awakes: The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906, a Texas Bluebonnet
Award nominee; and The Dragon's Child: A Story of Angel Island, which he cowrote with his niece, Dr.
Kathleen S. Y ep, and was named a New Y ork Public Library's "One Hundred Titles for Reading and
Sharing" and a Bank Street College of Education Best Children's Book.

Mr. Y ep grew up in San Francisco, where he was born. He attended Marquette University, graduated from
the University of California at Santa Cruz, and received his PhD from the State University of New Y ork at
Buffalo. He livesin Pacific Grove, California, with hiswife, the writer Joanne Ryder.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christopher Kennedy:

The book The Earth Dragon Awakes: The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906 gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking
at abook The Earth Dragon Awakes: The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906 to become your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a book The Earth Dragon Awakes:
The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Juanita Jones:

This The Earth Dragon Awakes: The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906 book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information
you will get. This particular The Earth Dragon Awakes: The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906 without we
recogni ze teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry The Earth Dragon Awakes: The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906 can bring when you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This The Earth Dragon Awakes: The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906 having excellent
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Carlos Lauzon:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Earth Dragon Awakes: The San Francisco
Earthquake of 1906 guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation The Earth Dragon
Awakes: The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906 as good book not merely by the cover but also through the
content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick that! ? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to one more sixth sense.

Homer Gardner:

Y ou can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Earth Dragon Awakes: The San
Francisco Earthguake of 1906 is simpleto create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there
are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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