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The extreme events that we hear about daily—hurricanes, earthquakes, tsunamis,
and volcanic eruptions—are extreme in purely human terms, in the devastation
they do. But this book moves our understanding of the extreme into
extraterrestrial dimensions and gives us an awe-inspiring sense of what our solar
system at its utmost can do. Martian dust devils taller than Mount Everest. A
hurricane that lasts over 340 years. Volcanoes with “lava” colder than Antarctica.
Hail made of diamonds. Here, as the authors say, the “WOW” factor is restored
to our understanding of scientific discovery, as we witness the grandeur and the
weirdness that inspire researchers to dig deeper and go ever farther into the
mysteries of the universe.

The 50 Most Extreme Places in Our Solar System combines a fascination with
natural disasters and the mesmerizing allure of outer space to take readers on a
journey that will forever change the way they view our solar system. Full of
dazzling photographs from NASA’s most recent observations, this book explores
extreme regions on Earth and beyond—giant turbulent storms, explosive
volcanoes, and the possibility of life surviving in harsh conditions.

More than a collection of facts, the book conveys the dynamism of science as a
process of exploration and discovery. As they amuse and entertain, David Baker
and Todd Ratcliff, two experts in planetary science, highlight recent
developments and unresolved mysteries and strive, at every turn, to answer that
important scientific question: “Why?”
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The extreme events that we hear about daily—hurricanes, earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanic
eruptions—are extreme in purely human terms, in the devastation they do. But this book moves our
understanding of the extreme into extraterrestrial dimensions and gives us an awe-inspiring sense of what our
solar system at its utmost can do. Martian dust devils taller than Mount Everest. A hurricane that lasts over
340 years. Volcanoes with “lava” colder than Antarctica. Hail made of diamonds. Here, as the authors say,
the “WOW” factor is restored to our understanding of scientific discovery, as we witness the grandeur and
the weirdness that inspire researchers to dig deeper and go ever farther into the mysteries of the universe.

The 50 Most Extreme Places in Our Solar System combines a fascination with natural disasters and the
mesmerizing allure of outer space to take readers on a journey that will forever change the way they view our
solar system. Full of dazzling photographs from NASA’s most recent observations, this book explores
extreme regions on Earth and beyond—giant turbulent storms, explosive volcanoes, and the possibility of
life surviving in harsh conditions.

More than a collection of facts, the book conveys the dynamism of science as a process of exploration and
discovery. As they amuse and entertain, David Baker and Todd Ratcliff, two experts in planetary science,
highlight recent developments and unresolved mysteries and strive, at every turn, to answer that important
scientific question: “Why?”
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Editorial Review

Review
This is a cool book. Spectacularly illustrated, it conveys some of
astronomy's heaviest facts in a light and airy way. Readers should have fun reading it. (Paul W. Hodge,
Professor Emeritus of Astronomy, University of Washington)

Laid out in 50 brief but beautifully illustrated chapters, The 50 Most Extreme Places in Our Solar System is
hugely enjoyable. (Jim Wild Times Higher Education 2010-11-04)

Just from a casual look, I can tell that this is the sort of book I would have pored over for hours at a certain
phase in my life; if you have a young or young-at-heart stargazer in your home, I would encourage you to
check it out. (Michael Merschel Dallas Morning News 2010-10-28)

As may be deduced from the title, this book would be of immediate interest to younger readers and their
attention would easily be maintained by the tone and clarity of the writing. That said, more seasoned readers
will also find it an enjoyable and fascinating look at the Solar System around us and will no doubt broaden
their knowledge. I fully recommend this book to anyone of any age with an interest in the Solar System and
how much of a hostile, humbling and amazing place it is to exist. (David Powell Astronomy Now 2011-01-
01)

About the Author
David Baker is the Chairman of the Physics Department at Austin College.

Todd Ratcliff is a planetary geophysicist at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tracy McCulloch:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know which one you should start with. This The 50 Most Extreme Places in Our Solar System is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Stanley Torres:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The 50 Most Extreme Places in Our
Solar System publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question The 50 Most Extreme Places in



Our Solar System as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can
break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Rose Buck:

This The 50 Most Extreme Places in Our Solar System is brand-new way for you who has attention to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The 50 Most Extreme
Places in Our Solar System can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind
of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life and knowledge.

Karen Lambert:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The 50 Most Extreme Places in Our Solar System can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make
you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have The 50 Most Extreme Places in Our Solar System.
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