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In Selling the Race, Adam Green tells the story of how black Chicagoans were at
the center of a national movement in the 1940s and ’50s, a time when African
Americans across the country first started to see themselves as part of a single
culture. Along the way, he offers fascinating reinterpretations of such events as
the 1940 American Negro Exposition, the rise of black music and the culture
industry that emerged around it, the development of the Associated Negro Press
and the founding of Johnson Publishing, and the outcry over the 1955 lynching of
Emmett Till.

By presenting African Americans as agents, rather than casualties, of modernity,
Green ultimately reenvisions urban existence in a way that will resonate with
anyone interested in race, culture, or the life of cities.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Brilliant. By looking at cultural work and the reconstitution of community in wartime and postwar black
Chicago, Adam Green provides a window into the emergence of modern black urban life. Whether he’s
exploring the fusion of sacred and secular blues or the writings of Chicago-school sociologists, Green
beautifully demonstrates how the ‘cultural entrepreneurs’ of the period offered lessons for living, utopian
dreams, a route to self-transformation, a means of survival, momentary challenges to white supremacy even
as they sometimes reinforced black subordination, and the basis for a black economy.”

(Robin Kelley, author of Freedom Dreams: The Black Radical Imagination)

“Selling the Race is the most important study of 1940s black Chicago to appear in sixty years. It will change
ways of thinking and writing about black urban history.”

(James Gregory, author of The Southern Diaspora: How the Great Migrations of Blac)

“As an alternative to what he sees as the ‘hard empiricism’ in humanistic and social science research, Green
emphasizes ‘the city as a site of creativity, rather than constraint.’ In doing so, he makes a series of
significant contributions to knowledge that will influence broad interdisciplinary audiences in African
American studies, urban and labor studies, public history, and museum studies. Rich and convincing, Selling
the Race will also appeal to a wide range of scholars interested  in cultural policy and decision making.”

>

(Joe William Trotter Jr., Mellon Professor of History at Carnegie Mellon Unive)

"Selling the Race is a terrific book, one that should have a long historiographical influence. . . . All social
scientists and humanists will find Green's book worthy of a serious and close reading."
(Andrew E. Kersten H-Net Review)

"Much like the race sellers and buyers in his book, Green imagines a much wider horizon of innovative ideas
that shaped a national race culture."
(Erik S. Gellman Journal of Illinois History)

"From slavery's origins in 1619 Virginia to the current crises of family disorganization, poverty, and
violence, African Americans all too often appear as victims of U.S. society. Taking a different approach,
Green (NYU) emphasizes the vibrant, positive cultural life of black Chicago in the years immediately
preceding the rise of Martin Luther King Jr. and the nationally recognized Civil Rights Movement. . . .
Recommended."
(Choice)

"An important additon to African American urban and business history."



(Robert E. Weems Jr. Business History Review)

"Green communicates forcefully the problems and possibilities posed by an era of tremendous social and
poliitical change and potent forces of resistance to those changes. This technique reflects Green's broader
effort to situate African Americans at the centre rather than at the margins of modernity, and, likewise, as
agents in its manifestation rather than victims."
(Rachel Roseman Economic History Review)

"The writing is crisp, the topics were chosen with great thought, the research is thorough, and the arguments
are logical. This is a marvelous book, a must-read for everyone interested in the history of Chicago, as well
as mid-century African American history."
(Perry R. Duis Michigan Historical Review)

"An intellectually rigorous, original work of scholarship that produces two important advances in African
American studies. First, the book offers a thick description of mid-century Chicago-based African American
cultural produciton. . . . Second, the book posits African American modernity as an emergent process of
equivalence between city, or community, and nation."
(Bill V. Mullen American Historical Review)

About the Author

Adam Green is associate professor of history at the University of Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Phyllis Peters:

The book Selling the Race: Culture, Community, and Black Chicago, 1940-1955 (Historical Studies of
Urban America) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a
lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Selling the Race: Culture, Community, and
Black Chicago, 1940-1955 (Historical Studies of Urban America) to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a book Selling the Race: Culture,
Community, and Black Chicago, 1940-1955 (Historical Studies of Urban America). Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Rose Taylor:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to
answer that question simply because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Selling the Race:



Culture, Community, and Black Chicago, 1940-1955 (Historical Studies of Urban America) to read.

Irene Hoyt:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Selling the
Race: Culture, Community, and Black Chicago, 1940-1955 (Historical Studies of Urban America).

Judy Yelle:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Selling the Race: Culture,
Community, and Black Chicago, 1940-1955 (Historical Studies of Urban America) which is having the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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