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Why is stupidity sublime?

What is the value of a 'dialectics of ignorance' for analysts and academics?

Knowing Nothing, Staying Stupid draws on recent research to provide a thorough
and illuminating evaluation of the status of knowledge and truth in
psychoanalysis. Adopting a Lacanian framework, Dany Nobus and Malcolm
Quinn question the basic assumption that knowledge is universally good and
describe how psychoanalysis is in a position to place forms of knowledge in a
dialectical relationship with non-knowledge, blindness, ignorance and stupidity.
The book draws out the implications of a psychoanalytic theory of knowledge for
the practices of knowledge construction, acquisition and transmission across the
humanities and social sciences.

The book is divided into two sections. The first section addresses the foundations
of a psychoanalytic approach to knowledge as it emerges from clinical practice,
whilst the second section considers the problems and issues of applied
psychoanalysis, and the ambiguous position of the analyst in the public sphere.
Subjects covered include:

The Logic of Psychoanalytic Discovery

Creative Knowledge Production and Institutionalised Doctrine

The Desire to Know versus the Fall of Knowledge

Epistemological Regression and the Problem of Applied Psychoanalysis

This provocative discussion of the dialectics of knowing and not knowing will be
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welcomed by practicing psychoanalysts and students of psychoanalytic studies,
but also by everyone working in the fields of social science, philosophy and
cultural studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This is the most useful guide to so-called applied psychoanalysis that I have ever read.' - Jason B.
Jones, Psychoanalysis, Culture and Society

About the Author

Dany Nobus is Professor of Psychology and Psychoanalysis, Brunel University. He is the author of Jacques
Lacan and the Freudian Practice of Psychoanalysis and the Editor-in-Chief of Journal for Lacanian Studies.

Malcolm Quinn is  Reader in Critical Practice, University of the Arts London. He has published work on the
fascist spectacle, art and cultural politics. He is an Editor of Journal for Lacanian Studies.

 

 

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cynthia Sharma:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Knowing Nothing,
Staying Stupid: Elements for a Psychoanalytic Epistemology is kind of publication which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Detra Satterwhite:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Knowing Nothing, Staying Stupid: Elements for a Psychoanalytic Epistemology, you could tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.



Hattie Robb:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be Knowing Nothing, Staying Stupid: Elements for a Psychoanalytic Epistemology.

Marylou Beauregard:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Knowing Nothing, Staying Stupid: Elements for a Psychoanalytic Epistemology when you necessary
it?
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