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Ethnography and Virtual Worlds is the only book of its kind--a concise,
comprehensive, and practical guide for students, teachers, designers, and scholars
interested in using ethnographic methods to study online virtual worlds,
including both game and nongame environments. Written by leading
ethnographers of virtual worlds, and focusing on the key method of participant
observation, the book provides invaluable advice, tips, guidelines, and principles
to aid researchers through every stage of a project, from choosing an online
fieldsite to writing and publishing the results.

Provides practical and detailed techniques for ethnographic research●

customized to reflect the specific issues of online virtual worlds, both game and
nongame
Draws on research in a range of virtual worlds, including Everquest, Second●

Life, There.com, and World of Warcraft
Provides suggestions for dealing with institutional review boards, human●

subjects protocols, and ethical issues
Guides the reader through the full trajectory of ethnographic research, from●

research design to data collection, data analysis, and writing up and publishing
research results
Addresses myths and misunderstandings about ethnographic research, and●

argues for the scientific value of ethnography
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Editorial Review

Review
"[W]e can hope that young scholars and established ones, friends and critics of ethnography alike, will read
this book, take it seriously, and carry it with them in whatever world they study and inhabit."--Jack David
Eller, Anthropology Review

"In this useful volume, the coauthors, each of whom is an accomplished virtual world ethnographer, pretty
much put to rest threshold questions that might be raised about whether virtual worlds and online cultures
can be proper objects of anthropological research. . . . [T]he authors provide as much insight and instructive
commentary about traditional ethnography as they do about the ethnography of virtual worlds."--Choice

"Ethnography and Virtual Worlds provides invaluable advice, tips, guidelines, principles, and further
resources to aid researchers through every stage of a participant observation virtual worlds research project,
from choosing the online field site to writing and publishing the results."--John F. Barber, Leonardo
Reviews

"[The authors] have produced a very interesting and timely contribution; clearly written, with easy-to-follow
case studies. . . . Ethnography and Virtual Worlds will be useful to any graduate student in social sciences,
but as well in humanities, media and Cultural Studies or in any interdisciplinary approach focused on virtual
worlds. It is not an introduction to ethnography as such, rather a helpful guide to help scholars already
familiar with ethnography and related methodologies to adapt their approaches to cases using the Internet
and interactive virtual worlds."--Yves Laberge, LSE Review of Books

"I would . . . enthusiastically recommend this book to people interested in virtual world and other digital
media ethnography--not just as a handbook of method--but as a compilation of the collective wisdom of
these four very experienced and highly respected ethnographers--and as a thoroughly good read."--Jeni
Paay, Computer Supported Cooperative Work

"Either at the chapter level or as a whole, Ethnography and Virtual Worlds provides invaluable advice, tips,
guide-lines, principles and further resources to aid researchers through every stage of a participant
observation virtual worlds research project, from choosing the online field site to writing and publishing the
results."--John F. Barber, Leonardo

From the Back Cover

"What does 'being there to know there' mean in the virtual world? 'Not much,' I used to think! Maybe 'virtual
ethnography' was an oxymoron? This book changed my mind. Most surprising is how the authors' distillation
of ethnography for virtual worlds reveals its essential and classical features. This book renews the craft of
ethnography for all of the social sciences in virtual and physical worlds alike, making us think differently
about both."--Paul Willis, author of Learning to Labor: How Working Class Kids Get Working Class Jobs

"This might be the best thing I have ever read about ethnography. I love this book."--Lori Kendall, author
of Hanging Out in the Virtual Pub

"Written by a very authoritative team, this is a distinctive guide, rich in practical advice grounded in the



authors' experiences."--Christine Hine, author of Virtual Ethnography

About the Author
Tom Boellstorff is professor of anthropology at the University of California, Irvine. His books include
"Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human." Bonnie Nardi is
professor of informatics at the University of California, Irvine. Her books include "My Life as a Night Elf
Priest: An Anthropological Account of World of Warcraft." Celia Pearce is associate professor of digital
media at Georgia Institute of Technology. Her books include "Communities of Play: Emergent Cultures in
Multiplayer Games and Virtual Worlds." T. L. Taylor is associate professor of comparative media studies at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Her books include "Play Between Worlds: Exploring Online Game
Culture."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Floyd Wyatt:

Here thing why this specific Ethnography and Virtual Worlds: A Handbook of Method are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Ethnography and Virtual Worlds: A Handbook of
Method giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
publication that similar with Ethnography and Virtual Worlds: A Handbook of Method. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in
your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form
of Ethnography and Virtual Worlds: A Handbook of Method in e-book can be your choice.

Eric Butler:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, think reading
a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book,
taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Ethnography and Virtual Worlds: A Handbook of
Method which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Deandre Freeman:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Ethnography and Virtual Worlds: A Handbook of Method was filled concerning
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you
can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.



Randall Wilmes:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Ethnography and Virtual Worlds: A Handbook of Method when you needed it?
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