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The magnum opus of versatile Renaissance humanist Konrad Gesner was
undoubtedly his 4-volume 'Historia animalium,' first published in the mid-16th
century. It brought together all that Renaissance man knew or imagined about he
animal kingdom in a prodigious text and hundreds of magnificent woodcut
illustrations, executed by the finest artists of Gesner's time. With an eye to
modern interest and utility, commercial artist and designer Edmund Gillon has
selected 190 of the best woodcuts from the 'Historia' and from its adaptations and
sequels.

The 190 creatures in this volume were drawn from medieval bestiaries, religious
allegories, and exaggerated descriptions by sailors and explorers as well as from
scientific accounts and empiric observation. These illustrations represent the
zenith of the artist's conception and the woodcutter's skill in the 16th century.
Included are some frankly fantastic animals such as a 7-headed hydra, an
ichthyocentaur, sea monsters, as well more prosaic animals such as deer, ducks,
and dogfish. Some illustrations, such as an ape, cat or eagle, are strikingly
modern in form and content; others, such as a seahorse ridden by Neptune, a
giraffe six times the size of man, and an elephant with segmented truck and
umbrella-like ears, are distinctively medieval. Unicorns, crosses and assorted
others represent the world of heraldry, as well.
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The magnum opus of versatile Renaissance humanist Konrad Gesner was undoubtedly his 4-volume
'Historia animalium,' first published in the mid-16th century. It brought together all that Renaissance man
knew or imagined about he animal kingdom in a prodigious text and hundreds of magnificent woodcut
illustrations, executed by the finest artists of Gesner's time. With an eye to modern interest and utility,
commercial artist and designer Edmund Gillon has selected 190 of the best woodcuts from the 'Historia' and
from its adaptations and sequels.

The 190 creatures in this volume were drawn from medieval bestiaries, religious allegories, and exaggerated
descriptions by sailors and explorers as well as from scientific accounts and empiric observation. These
illustrations represent the zenith of the artist's conception and the woodcutter's skill in the 16th century.
Included are some frankly fantastic animals such as a 7-headed hydra, an ichthyocentaur, sea monsters, as
well more prosaic animals such as deer, ducks, and dogfish. Some illustrations, such as an ape, cat or eagle,
are strikingly modern in form and content; others, such as a seahorse ridden by Neptune, a giraffe six times
the size of man, and an elephant with segmented truck and umbrella-like ears, are distinctively medieval.
Unicorns, crosses and assorted others represent the world of heraldry, as well.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Douglas Holmes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Curious Woodcuts of Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection of 190
Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts from Gesner's and Topsell's Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives). Try to face the
book Curious Woodcuts of Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts from
Gesner's and Topsell's Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives) as your good friend. It means that it can being your
friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Clifford Jones:

With other case, little persons like to read book Curious Woodcuts of Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection
of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts from Gesner's and Topsell's Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives). You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book
Curious Woodcuts of Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts from
Gesner's and Topsell's Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives). You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Linda Guyette:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Curious Woodcuts of Fanciful and Real
Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts from Gesner's and Topsell's Natural (Dover
Pictorial Archives) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Curious Woodcuts of
Fanciful and Real Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts from Gesner's and Topsell's
Natural (Dover Pictorial Archives) as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one
book that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.



Martha Howell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Curious Woodcuts of Fanciful and
Real Beasts: A Selection of 190 Sixteenth-Century Woodcuts from Gesner's and Topsell's Natural (Dover
Pictorial Archives).
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