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In recent decades international development has grown into a world-shaping
industry. But how do aid agencies work and what do they achieve? How does aid
appear to the adults and children who receive it? And why has there been so little
improvement in the position of the poor? Viewing aid and development from
anthropological perspectives gives illuminating answers to questions such as
these. This essential textbook reveals anthropologists' often surprising findings
and details ethnographic case studies on the cultures of development. The authors
use a fertile literature to examine the socio-political organisation of aid
communities, agencies and networks, as well as the judgements they make about
each other. The everyday practice of development work is about negotiating
power and culture, but in vastly different ways in different contexts and for
different social groups. Exploring the spaces between policy and practice,
success and failure, the future and the past, this book provides a rounded
understanding of development work that suggests new moral and political
possibilities for an increasingly globalised world.
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In recent decades international development has grown into a world-shaping industry. But how do aid
agencies work and what do they achieve? How does aid appear to the adults and children who receive it?
And why has there been so little improvement in the position of the poor? Viewing aid and development
from anthropological perspectives gives illuminating answers to questions such as these. This essential
textbook reveals anthropologists' often surprising findings and details ethnographic case studies on the
cultures of development. The authors use a fertile literature to examine the socio-political organisation of aid
communities, agencies and networks, as well as the judgements they make about each other. The everyday
practice of development work is about negotiating power and culture, but in vastly different ways in different
contexts and for different social groups. Exploring the spaces between policy and practice, success and
failure, the future and the past, this book provides a rounded understanding of development work that
suggests new moral and political possibilities for an increasingly globalised world.
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Editorial Review

Review
'[A] lucid and well balanced text that brings anthropological insights to bear on development in an engaging
way. It equips the reader to appreciate why bringing about the improvement of the world is no simple matter,
and why the analysis of processes, powers, practices, and diverse points of view - the subject matter of
anthropology - just cannot be avoided. Bravo!' Tania Li, University of Toronto

'Development is a very complex issue, and social anthropology is best suited to describe this complexity on
an empirical basis: this book, by Emma Crewe and Richard Axelby, is a particularly successful and erudite
attempt to argue and exemplify such a perspective. It is a remarkable work, which shows that addressing the
complexity of the field of development in simple terms is possible, and that the frequent dichotomies and
stereotypes of the subject can be overcome.' Jean-Pierre Olivier de Sardan, Research Director, CNRS

About the Author
Emma Crewe is a Visiting Reader in the Department of Anthropology and Sociology at the School of
Oriental and African Studies. She has worked as an anthropologist researcher, lecturer and practitioner in
international development in South Asia, East Africa and the UK. In her research she explores inequalities,
governance and institutions.

Richard Axelby is a Senior Teaching Fellow in the Anthropology of Development at the School of Oriental
and African Studies. Richard has worked with development and educational NGOs in South Asia and in the
UK. He is a fellow of the Royal Anthropological Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Crafton:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important normally. The book Anthropology and Development: Culture, Morality and Politics
in a Globalised World has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Anthropology and Development: Culture,
Morality and Politics in a Globalised World is not only giving you more new information but also to become
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with the book Anthropology and Development: Culture, Morality and Politics in a
Globalised World. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

James Babb:

The book Anthropology and Development: Culture, Morality and Politics in a Globalised World will bring
that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Anthropology and
Development: Culture, Morality and Politics in a Globalised World is much recommended to you you just



read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Katherine Wilcoxon:

Anthropology and Development: Culture, Morality and Politics in a Globalised World can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Anthropology and Development: Culture, Morality and Politics in a Globalised
World yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial imagining.

David Trudeau:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This e-book Anthropology and Development: Culture, Morality and Politics in a Globalised
World was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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