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Though now alargely forgotten holiday in the United States, May Day was
founded here in 1886 by an energized labor movement as a part of its struggle for
the eight-hour day. In ensuing years, May Day took on new meaning, and by the
early 1900s had become an annual rallying point for anarchists, socialists, and
communists around the world. Y et American workers and radicals also used May
Day to advance alternative definitions of what it meant to be an American and
what America should be as a nation.

Mining contemporary newspapers, party and union records, oral histories,
photographs, and rare film footage, America’s Forgotten Holiday explains how
May Days celebrants, through their colorful parades and mass meetings, both
contributed to the construction of their own radical American identities and
publicized alternative social and political models for the nation.

Thisfascinating story of May Day in Americareveals how many contours of
American nationalism developed in dialogue with political radicals and workers,
and uncovers the cultural history of those who considered themselves both
patriotic and dissenting Americans.
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Though now alargely forgotten holiday in the United States, May Day was founded herein 1886 by an
energized labor movement as a part of its struggle for the eight-hour day. In ensuing years, May Day took on
new meaning, and by the early 1900s had become an annual rallying point for anarchists, socialists, and
communists around the world. Y et American workers and radicals also used May Day to advance alternative
definitions of what it meant to be an American and what America should be as a nation.

Mining contemporary newspapers, party and union records, oral histories, photographs, and rare film
footage, America’s Forgotten Holiday explains how May Days celebrants, through their colorful parades
and mass meetings, both contributed to the construction of their own radical American identities and
publicized alternative social and political models for the nation.

This fascinating story of May Day in Americareveas how many contours of American nationalism
developed in dialogue with political radicals and workers, and uncovers the cultural history of those who
considered themselves both patriotic and dissenting Americans.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Haverty-Stacke recounts how after WW 11, American labor avoided contact with the communists and May
Day celebrations. Instead, more workers and their unions became active in the new Labor Day holiday. This
readable book, which blends US labor, political, and cultural history, can be used as a companion to any US
history or labor history text.”

-Choice

“America’s Forgotten Holiday details the long and proud history of May Day and compels usto recall both
its contested meanings and wonder at the forces and motives of those who have obliterated our memory of it.
Haverty-Stacke ties together the study of memory with that of public space while nimbly navigating the
troubled, sectarian waters of communist and anti-communist history.”

-Daniel J. Walkowitz,New Y ork University

“Donna Haverty-Stackes America’ s Forgotten Holiday offers a welcome reminder that not many generations
ago, May Day brought more outbursts of idealism than new home construction, more social solidarity than
consumerism, and the hopes for a demacratic future that we need ever more urgently in the torrents of
imperial warstoday.”

-Paul Buhle,Brown University

About the Author

Donna T. Haverty-Stacke is Associate Professor of History at Hunter College, CUNY .

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Soto:

This America s Forgotten Holiday: May Day and Nationalism, 1867-1960 (American History and Culture)
book isjust not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information whichis
getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. This specific America' s Forgotten

Holiday: May Day and Nationalism, 1867-1960 (American History and Culture) without we realize teach the
one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry America’ s Forgotten
Holiday: May Day and Nationalism, 1867-1960 (American History and Culture) can bring if you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop



even mobile phone. This America' s Forgotten Holiday: May Day and Nationalism, 1867-1960 (American
History and Culture) having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Arthur Reaves:

This book untitled America s Forgotten Holiday: May Day and Nationalism, 1867-1960 (American History
and Culture) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book
you can get alot of benefit ontoit. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
publication from your list.

Scott Rochélle:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typicaly the book that
recommended to you is America’ s Forgotten Holiday: May Day and Nationalism, 1867-1960 (American
History and Culture) this guide consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. This
specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here
iswhy this book suited all of you.

Janice Evans:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt thiswhen
they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book America’ s Forgotten Holiday: May Day
and Nationalism, 1867-1960 (American History and Culture) to make your personal reading isinteresting.
Y our own personal skill of reading expertise is devel oping when you including reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especidly. It
isto beinitial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book America’'s
Forgotten Holiday: May Day and Nationalism, 1867-1960 (American History and Culture) can to be your
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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