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What are African religions? African Religions: A Very Short Introduction
answers this question by examining primarily indigenous religious traditions on
the African continent, as well as exploring Christianity and Islam. It focuses on
the diversity of ethnic groups, languages, cultures, and worldviews, emphasizing
the continent's regional diversity. Olupona examines a wide range of African
religious traditions on their own terms and in their social, cultural, and political
contexts. For example, the book moves beyond ethnographic descriptions and
interpretations of core beliefs and practices to look at how African religion has
engaged issues of socioeconomic development and power relations.

Olupona examines the myths and sacred stories about the origins of the universe
that define ethnic groups and national identities throughout Africa. He also
discusses spiritual agents in the African cosmos such as God, spirits, and
ancestors. In addition to myths and deities, Olupona focuses on the people central
to African religions, including medicine men and women, rainmakers, witches,
magicians, and divine kings, and how they serve as authority figures and
intermediaries between the social world and the cosmic realm.

African Religions: A Very Short Introduction discusses a wide variety of
religious practices, including music and dance, calendrical rituals and festivals,
celebrations for the gods' birthdays, and rituals accompanying stages of life such
as birth, puberty, marriage, elderhood, and death. In addition to exploring
indigenous religions, Olupona examines the ways Islam and Christianity as
outside traditions encountered indigenous African religion. He shows how these
incoming faith traditions altered the face and the future of indigenous African
religions as well as how indigenous religions shaped two world religions in
Africa and the diaspora.

Olupona draws on archaeological and historical sources, as well as ethnographic
materials based on fieldwork. He shows that African religions are not static
traditions, but have responded to changes within their local communities and to
fluxes caused by outside influences, and spread with diaspora and migration.
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What are African religions? African Religions: A Very Short Introduction answers this question by
examining primarily indigenous religious traditions on the African continent, as well as exploring
Christianity and Islam. It focuses on the diversity of ethnic groups, languages, cultures, and worldviews,
emphasizing the continent's regional diversity. Olupona examines a wide range of African religious
traditions on their own terms and in their social, cultural, and political contexts. For example, the book
moves beyond ethnographic descriptions and interpretations of core beliefs and practices to look at how
African religion has engaged issues of socioeconomic development and power relations.

Olupona examines the myths and sacred stories about the origins of the universe that define ethnic groups
and national identities throughout Africa. He also discusses spiritual agents in the African cosmos such as
God, spirits, and ancestors. In addition to myths and deities, Olupona focuses on the people central to
African religions, including medicine men and women, rainmakers, witches, magicians, and divine kings,
and how they serve as authority figures and intermediaries between the social world and the cosmic realm.

African Religions: A Very Short Introduction discusses a wide variety of religious practices, including music
and dance, calendrical rituals and festivals, celebrations for the gods' birthdays, and rituals accompanying
stages of life such as birth, puberty, marriage, elderhood, and death. In addition to exploring indigenous
religions, Olupona examines the ways Islam and Christianity as outside traditions encountered indigenous
African religion. He shows how these incoming faith traditions altered the face and the future of indigenous
African religions as well as how indigenous religions shaped two world religions in Africa and the diaspora.

Olupona draws on archaeological and historical sources, as well as ethnographic materials based on
fieldwork. He shows that African religions are not static traditions, but have responded to changes within
their local communities and to fluxes caused by outside influences, and spread with diaspora and migration.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jacob K. Olupona is Professor of African Religious Traditions at Harvard Divinity School, with a joint
appointment as Professor of African and African American Studies in Harvard's Faculty of Arts and
Sciences. A noted scholar of indigenous African religions, his books include City of 201 Gods: Ilé-Ifè in
Time, Space, and the Imagination, Òrìsà Devotion as World Religion: The Globalization of Yorùbá
Religious Culture, co-edited with Terry Rey, and Kingship, Religion, and Rituals in a Nigerian Community:
A Phenomenological Study of Ondo Yoruba Festivals. In 2007, he was awarded the Nigerian National Order
of Merit, one of Nigeria's most prestigious honors.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kirsten Muncy:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
African Religions: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Efrain Floyd:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be African Religions: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Peter Gomez:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This African Religions: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently



there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Joshua Atkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Different categories
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims African Religions: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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