
Theatre and Ethics

By Nicholas Ridout

Theatre and Ethics By Nicholas Ridout

What is ethics and what has it got to do with theatre? Drawing on both theoretical
material and practical examples, Ridout makes a clear and compelling critical
intervention, raising fundamental questions about what theatre is for and how
audiences interact with it.
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Editorial Review

Review
'[a] brilliant series...these mini paperbacks each give an insightful, focused overview of a key topic...start
collecting now.' - Whatsonstage.com '...Palgrave Macmillan's excellent new outward-looking, eclectic
Theatre& ... series.These short books, written by leading theatre academics, do much to reintroduce some of
the brightest names in theatre academia to the general reader. Plus, the matrix of references to bigger books
soon builds quite a comprehensive catch-up reading list for those of us who graduated more than a decade
ago and are interested in where contemporary thinking is at...' - Guardian Theatre Blog, September 2009,
http://www.guardian.co.uk/stage/theatreblog/2009/sep/10/theatre-critics-academics-artists 'The
accomplishment of Theatre& Ethics is to develop a theory of ethics in performance that can be applied to
such a broad range of plays, performances, and cultures. While there are a number of remarkable insights in
Nicholas Ridout's book, the most significant is simply to have brought together these two terms - 'theatre'
and 'ethics' - in an approachable, compelling volume.' - D.J.Hopkins, Head of Theatre Studies, San Diego
State University 'Nicholas Ridout...neatly organises his argument around the philosophy and practices of the
ancient, modern and postmodern periods. Beginning with Sophocles' Philoctetes, he deftly analyses how the
question 'how shall I act?' has been proposed and problematized in a range of theatrical encounters. For
Ridout, the question provides a seductive starting point as it bridges both theatrical and ethical concerns.' -
Theatre Research International 'For those of us interested in the knotty paradoxes that sit at the core of
theatre's meta-theatrical truth-effects - an ethics that is no longer ethics, a politics that is political for how it is
yet to be imagined, an idea of the human that displaces itself the moment it is performed - these pithy
glimpses at the enigma of what theatre might be doing when it does itself well are timely engagements with
some of the twenty-first century's most pressing philosophical preoccupations.' - Review of Theatre & series,
Performance Paradigm

Review

'[a] brilliant series...these mini paperbacks each give an insightful, focused overview of a key
topic...start collecting now.' - Whatsonstage.com

'...Palgrave Macmillan's excellent new outward-looking, eclectic Theatre& ... series.These short books,
written by leading theatre academics, do much to reintroduce some of the brightest names in theatre
academia to the general reader. Plus, the matrix of references to bigger books soon builds quite a
comprehensive catch-up reading list for those of us who graduated more than a decade ago and are
interested in where contemporary thinking is at...'- Guardian Theatre Blog, September 2009,
http://www.guardian.co.uk/stage/theatreblog/2009/sep/10/theatre-critics-academics-artists

'The accomplishment of Theatre& Ethics is to develop a theory of ethics in performance that can be
applied to such a broad range of plays, performances, and cultures. While there are a number of
remarkable insights in Nicholas Ridout's book, the most significant is simply to have brought together
these two terms ? 'theatre' and 'ethics' ? in an approachable, compelling volume.' - D.J.Hopkins, Head
of Theatre Studies, San Diego State University

'Nicholas Ridout...neatly organises his argument around the philosophy and practices of the ancient,
modern and postmodern periods.  Beginning with Sophocles' Philoctetes, he deftly analyses how the
question 'how shall I act?' has been proposed and problematized in a range of theatrical encounters. 
For Ridout, the question provides a seductive starting point as it bridges both theatrical and ethical



concerns.' - Theatre Research International

 

'For those of us interested in the knotty paradoxes that sit at the core of theatre's meta-theatrical
truth-effects – an ethics that is no longer ethics, a politics that is political for how it is yet to be
imagined, an idea of the human that displaces itself the moment it is performed – these pithy glimpses
at the enigma of what theatre might be doing when it does itself well are timely engagements with
some of the twenty-first century's most pressing philosophical preoccupations.' - Review of Theatre &
series, Performance Paradigm

From the Back Cover

What is ethics and what has it got to do with theatre?
Theatre& Ethics is about how to act. It explores theatre as a practice through which we experiment with
ethical action. Drawing on vivid examples from Sophocles through Shakespeare, to Brecht and the
contemporary theatre of Goat Island and Socìetas Raffaello Sanzio, the book highlights key moments in the
history of theatre as an ethical practice and raises fundamental questions about what theatre is for and how
audiences interact with it.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doreen Harry:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Theatre and Ethics that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Theatre and
Ethics become your own personal starter.

Theresa Gordon:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Theatre and Ethics is simple bringing
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Rita Campanelli:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Theatre and Ethics can be the response, oh



how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Amy Joshi:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Theatre and Ethics was multi-colored and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book Theatre and Ethics has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try
to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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