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The original novel—a classic of Japanese and world literature and a
stunningly beautiful story

Written in the eleventh century, this exquisite portrait of courtly life in medieval
Japan is widely celebrated as the world’s first novel—and is certainly one of its
finest. Genji, the Shining Prince, son of an emperor, is a passionate character
whose tempestuous nature, family circumstances, love affairs, alliances, and
shifting political fortunes form the core of this magnificent epic. Royall Tyler’s
superb translation is detailed, poetic, and true to the Japanese original while
allowing the English reader to appreciate its timeless beauty. In this deftly
abridged edition, Tyler focuses on the early chapters, which vividly evoke Genji
as a young man and leave him at his first moment of triumph. This edition also
includes detailed notes, glossaries, character lists, and chronologies
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Editorial Review

Review
“[The Tale of Genji is] not only the world’s first real novel,
but one of its greatest.” –Donald Keene, Columbia University

“Edward Seidensticker’s translation has the ring of authority.” –New York Times Book Review

“A triumph of authenticity and readability.” –Washington Post Book World

About the Author
Murasaki Shikibu, born in 978, was a member of Japan's Fujiwara clan, which ruled behind the scenes
during the Heian Period by providing the brides and courtesans of all the emperors. Lady Murasaki's rare
literary talent, particularly her skill as a poet, secured her a place in the court of Empress Akiko. After the
death of her husband, she cloistered herself to study Buddhism, raise her daughter, and write the world's first
novel Genji Monogatari, the tale of the shining Prince Genji.
Royall Tyler was born in London, England, and grew up in Massachusetts, England, Washington D.C., and
Paris. He has a B.A. in Far Eastern Languages from Harvard, and an M.A. in Japanese History and Ph. D. in
Japanese literature from Columbia University. He has taught Japanese language and culture at, among other
places, Ohio State University, the University of Wisconsin, and the University of Oslo, in Norway.
Beginning in 1990, he taught at the Australian National University, in Canberra, from which he retired at the
end of 2000. He will spend the American academic year 2001-02 as a Visiting Professor at Harvard.

Royall Tyler and his wife Susan live in a rammed earth house on 100 acres in the bush about seventy miles
from Canberra, where they breed alpacas as a hobby.

Royall Tyler’s previous works include Japanese Noh Dramas, a selection and translation of Noh plays
published by Penguin; Japanese Tales and French Folktales, anthologies published by Pantheon; and The
Miracles of the Kasuga Deity, a study of a medieval Japanese cult published by Columbia University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Miguel:

The book The Tale of Genji (Penguin Classics) can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book The Tale of Genji (Penguin Classics)? A few of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Tale of Genji (Penguin Classics) has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.



Anna Wright:

This The Tale of Genji (Penguin Classics) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of The Tale of Genji (Penguin Classics) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical
in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Tale of Genji (Penguin Classics) can bring once you
are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This The Tale of Genji (Penguin Classics) having good arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Karl Irwin:

Typically the book The Tale of Genji (Penguin Classics) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Allison Lyon:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Tale of
Genji (Penguin Classics) offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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