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A succinct and witty literary venture that tells the strange story of a
priceless treasure discovered in East Anglia on the eve of World War II
 
In the long, hot summer of 1939, Britain is preparing for war, but on a riverside
farm in Suffolk there is excitement of another kind. Mrs. Pretty, the widowed
owner of the farm, has had her hunch confirmed that the mounds on her land hold
buried treasure. As the dig proceeds, it becomes clear that this is no ordinary
find.
            This fictional recreation of the famed Sutton Hoo dig follows three
months of intense activity when locals fought outsiders, professionals thwarted
amateurs, and love and rivalry flourished in equal measure. As the war looms
ever closer, engraved gold peeks through the soil, and each character searches for
answers in the buried treasure. Their threads of love, loss, and aspiration weave a
common awareness of the past as something that can never truly be left behind.
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A succinct and witty literary venture that tells the strange story of a priceless treasure discovered in
East Anglia on the eve of World War II
 
In the long, hot summer of 1939, Britain is preparing for war, but on a riverside farm in Suffolk there is
excitement of another kind. Mrs. Pretty, the widowed owner of the farm, has had her hunch confirmed that
the mounds on her land hold buried treasure. As the dig proceeds, it becomes clear that this is no ordinary
find.
            This fictional recreation of the famed Sutton Hoo dig follows three months of intense activity when
locals fought outsiders, professionals thwarted amateurs, and love and rivalry flourished in equal measure.
As the war looms ever closer, engraved gold peeks through the soil, and each character searches for answers
in the buried treasure. Their threads of love, loss, and aspiration weave a common awareness of the past as
something that can never truly be left behind.
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Editorial Review

Review
“All the elements are here for a corking adventure yarn, perhaps in the style of Howard Carter’s account of
the discovery of King Tut’s tomb, which we see Mrs. Pretty reading. Yet despite the fact that most of the
characters are real people…the novel’s interests are psychological rather than factual. Even as marvels are
uncovered, an insistent strain of melancholy blows through these pages… The ambient dread is partly due to
the gathering storm of World War II…But the apprehension is also metaphysical, connected to the fact that
the archaeologists are not digging for buried treasure so much as disturbing a grave. Mr. Preston delicately
portrays the effect the specters of mortality and decay have on each narrator. As it brushes away the soil
from the remarkable ship, The Dig stages understated excavations of marriage (both Basil’s and Peggy’s)
and parenthood (Mrs. Pretty, who became a mother at 47, fears she won’t live to see her son grown up). Thus
Mr. Preston creates an intriguing and ultimately moving concoction, a true-life chronicle that delves into
secrets of the heart.” —The Wall Street Journal

“Shimmers with longing and regret . . . Preston writes with economical grace . . . He has written a kind of
universal chamber piece, small in detail, beautifully made and liable to linger on  in the heart and the mind. It
is something utterly unfamiliar, and quite wonderful.”
—The New York Times Book Review

“A timeless tale of ancient English treasure. . . Beautifully understated.” —Seattle Times

"As homey at times as chamomile tea but spiked with pointed undercurrents, this is a real treat for a reader
who can appreciate its quiet pleasures." —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“A very fine, engrossing, and exquisitely original novel.” —Ian McEwan, author of Atonement

“Wistful and poignant. A masterpiece in Chekhovian understatement.” —Times Literary Supplement

“An enthralling story of love and loss, a real literary treasure. One of the most original novels of the year.”
—Robert Harris, author of An Officer and a Spy

“A moving tale of mortality and the passage of time . . . affecting . . . Preston is subtle but precise in his
characterizations, and meticulous with period detail.” —Publishers Weekly
 
“The Dig offers both a vividly reimagined slice of history and a tantalizing rumination on what remains after
we cease to exist” —Booklist 

“Intensely human . . . [The Dig] constantly reminds us, rediscovering the past is a deeply equivocal pursuit . .
.  Preston keeps an iron grip on the reader's attention . . .  a wonderful, evocative book. From his simple tale
of dirt, Preston has produced the finest gold.” —The Guardian
 
“A rich vein of dry humor runs throughout.” —Evening Standard
 
“Intriguing, tender and entertaining . . . easily Preston's best.” —The Independent
 
“A delicate, quietly affecting human drama.” —Daily Mail



 
“A moving novel that coheres wonderfully as it progresses.” —Spectator
 
“A delicate evocation of a vanished era.” —Sunday Times
 
“Beautifully written . . . there is a true and wonderful ending to the story.” —Bill Wyman, Mail on Sunday
 
“Exciting, evocative and beautifully written . . . A treasure in itself.” —Griff Rhys Jones
 
“So absorbing that I read right through lunchtime one day, and it's not often I miss a meal.” —Nigella
Lawson

About the Author
John Preston is the arts editor and television critic of the Sunday Telegraph. He is the author of three highly
acclaimed novels, including Kings of the Roundhouse (2005), and a travel book, Touching the Moon. He
lives in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tom Scott:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Dig.

Mary Fleming:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Dig as the daily resource information.

Michael Parker:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this



The Dig, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a guide.

Daniel White:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a publication. The book The Dig it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.
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