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China, the world's oldest and most populous state, remains an enigma to most
people in the West, even at a time when that country is playing an increasingly
prominent role on the international stage. At the heart of modern Chinese history
have been the efforts of the Chinese people to transform their polity into a
modern nation state, the Confucian orthodoxy into an ideology that can help
direct that process, and an agrarian economy into an industrial one. These efforts
are ongoing and of great importance.

This book is both an introduction to the major features of modern Chinese history
and a resource for researchers interested in virtually any topic relating to the
Chinese experience of the last 220 years. This valuable reference contains:

• a historical narrative providing a comprehensive overview of five core aspects
of Chinese history: domestic politics, society, the economy, the world of culture
and thought, and relations with the outside world;

• a compendium of 250 short, descriptive articles on key figures, events, and
terms;

• a resource guide containing approximately 500 annotated entries for the most
authoritative sources for further research in English, as well as descriptions of
important films depicting modern China and a guide to electronic resources; and

• appendices, including a chronology, excerpts from key primary source
documents, and a wealth of tables and graphs on demographic, social, and
economic trends.
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time when that country is playing an increasingly prominent role on the international stage. At the heart of
modern Chinese history have been the efforts of the Chinese people to transform their polity into a modern
nation state, the Confucian orthodoxy into an ideology that can help direct that process, and an agrarian
economy into an industrial one. These efforts are ongoing and of great importance.

This book is both an introduction to the major features of modern Chinese history and a resource for
researchers interested in virtually any topic relating to the Chinese experience of the last 220 years. This
valuable reference contains:

• a historical narrative providing a comprehensive overview of five core aspects of Chinese history: domestic
politics, society, the economy, the world of culture and thought, and relations with the outside world;

• a compendium of 250 short, descriptive articles on key figures, events, and terms;

• a resource guide containing approximately 500 annotated entries for the most authoritative sources for
further research in English, as well as descriptions of important films depicting modern China and a guide to
electronic resources; and

• appendices, including a chronology, excerpts from key primary source documents, and a wealth of tables
and graphs on demographic, social, and economic trends.
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Editorial Review

Review

Schoppa's guide to Chinese history since 1770 is a short but surprisingly useful beginner's research tool...
[his] book should be in the reference sections of high school as well as college libraries and may be useful as
a text in Chinese politics courses.

(Choice)

Review

Well indexed, understandable topics nicely covered and separated!

(Marcia Warner, PLA, "Outstanding" Rated Titles from University Press Books: Selected for Public and
Secondary School Libraries)

About the Author

R. Keith Schoppa holds the Doehler Chair in Asian History at Loyola College. He is the author of Blood
Road: The Mystery of Shen Dingyi in Revolutionary China, Xiang Lake: Nine Centuries of Chinese Life, and
Chinese Elites and Political Change.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese
History will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Patricia McGuire:

The book The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book The
Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible
to share all of these. Book The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-



book. So it is very wonderful.

Florence Davis:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History this reserve consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Gladys Myers:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History was filled about science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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