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Cawyn has never been beyond the high ice-wall that guards the sisters of Antaris
from the world of Tremaris. She knows only the rounds of her life asanoviceice
priestess, tending her bees, singing her ice chantments, and dreaming.

But then Calwyn befriends Darrow, a mysterious Outlander who appearsinside
the Wall and warns of an approaching danger. To help Darrow, to see the world,
and perhapsto saveit, Calwyn will leave the safety of the Wall for ajourney
with aman she barely knows--and an adventure as beautiful and dangerous as the
music of chantment itself.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Aussie author Kate Constable has brought a music inspired fantasy to the States that is on a par with
celebrated works like Edith Pattou's East, and The Golden Compass, by Philip Pullman. In The Singer of All
Songs, young Calwyn is a Daughter of Tarsis, an order of priestesses who have mastered the ice call--a
singing power over cold and frost. She lives with her sisters behind an enormous wall of ice that separates
their small valley from hostile neighbors in the tensely divided lands of Tremaris. This seemingly impervious
barrier is breached by awounded "Outlander" named Darrow, who comes to the priestesses with awild tale
about an evil Sorcerer named Samis who has sworn to learn the Nine Chantments of the separate lands of
Tremaris so that he can rule them as the powerful Singer of All Songs. When the elder priestesses dismiss his
rantings and ord! er his sacrifice to the Goddess, Calwyn becomes determined to save hislife and join his
guest. Together, the two new friends travel into dangerous territories, assembling arag tag crew of comrades
along the way who agree to help prevent Samis from mastering the Nine Chantments. Constable has
bewitchingly reinterpreted pagan lore for a new generation, and Snger will easily find an appreciative
audience amongst devotees of Tamora Pierce and Garth Nix. Although the pacing of the novel is decidedly
measured in places, it only helps the reader appreciate the author's rich characterizations and imaginative
settings. Y oung fantasy fans will find much to sing about in thisfirst installment of a planned trilogy. --
Jennifer Hubert

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Gr. 7-10. Tremaris is a broken world, whose peoples "were divided by the gods, each
against the others, into their separate lands." It's also a magical world, but its magic has been likewise
divided; each realm has been granted one of eight "chantments" (powers worked through song). Cloistered
behind awall of ice, Calwyn isanovice priestess in one of the last remaining realms to practice its ancient
chantment: ice-call, the ability to control all things cold. When a man breaches the wall and brings news of a
sorcerer who aimsto rule Tremaris by becoming the Singer of All Songs, a master of every chantment,
Calwyn becomes a key member of a small band determined to thwart his plot. The villain meetshisend in a
confrontation that is too swiftly resolved to be wholly satisfying, but Constable's detailed vision of her world,
the precise way its magic operates, and her extremely likable cast help the story transcend the rather familiar
parameters of its primary conflict. Fans of Ursula K. LeGuin will recognize echoes of Earthsea (especially
The Tombs of Atuan) in Tremaris, but instead of objecting to the similarities, they will welcome Constable's
respectful reinvention--and eagerly anticipate the next two installmentsin her Chanters of Tremaris trilogy.
Animpressive debut by an author who clearly has much to contribute to the fantasy genre. Jennifer Mattson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

School Library Journal
(April 1, 2004; 0-439-55478-0)

Gr 6 Up-In Tremaris, aworld with three moons, Chanters are sorcerers who can sing nine different types of
magic. Calwyn, a soon-to-be priestess of "icecall" in the women-ruled Antaris, longs to travel beyond the
wall that separates her country from the rest of the world. She gets her wish when she meets Darrow, a
wounded ironcraft sorcerer who has somehow managed to enter Antaris. Darrow isin flight from Samis, an
evil sorcerer who would control the world by learning all nine powers of Chantment. As Cawyn defies her


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

priestess sisters to join Darrow and other companions who would defy Samis, she begins to realize that her
own powers extend beyond that of icecall. The story contains elements of many great fantasy novels,
including handsome, tormented sorcerers and scrappy urchins who reveal potent powers of their own. The
landscape is vivid and fully realized, but the characters are sometimes static. Some of the plot devices seem
overly familiar, but others are reworked and have the appeal of variants of well-loved fairy tales. Fans of
Tamora Pierce's "Lioness' books (Atheneum) as well as Marion Zimmer Bradley's Mists of Avalon
(Balantine, 1984) will welcome the first book in this new trilogy from Australia.-Farida S. Dowler, formerly
a Bellevue Regional Library, WA Copyright 2004 Reed Business Information.

Voice of Y outh Advocates
(April 1, 2004; 0-439-55478-0)

Constable makes a solid debut in the United States with the first installment of The Chanters of Tremaris
Trilogy. Calwyn, sixteen, isanoviceice priestessin Antaris, aland bound by an enormous wall of ice
maintained by the priestesses through their sung chantments. Orphaned as an infant, her father unknown,
Calwyn sings her chantments and tends bees; Antarisis the only world she has ever known. The routine of
her lifeis disrupted when Darrow, an ironcrafter, makes his way over the wall while fleeing from Samis, a
power hungry sorcerer-who happens to be his closest friend. Calwyn's life becomes bound up with Darrow's
asthey leave Antaris and set out across Tremaristo try to find away to stop Samis. They acquire several
companions along the way, each with a special gift. Constable's descriptive and detailed narrative is
reminiscent of fellow Australian Garth Nix's writing but not quite as finely honed. The story carries itself
well, although it occasionally slows. The plot does not founder, however, and it is compelling enough to
keep the reader turning pages. Constable also is not afraid to let the story develop naturally, even where the
fate of her charactersis concerned. These characters are well rounded and complex, with authentic emotions
and responses. Thereis afinished feel to the book, a sense of completion, even though the reader knows that
thereis more to come. Thisfeeling of resolution is satisfying while piquing curiosity for more.-Donna
Scanlon.

Publishers Weekly
(March 1, 2004; 0-439-55478-0)

Constabl€e's debut novel, the first of a planned trilogy, takes place in aworld where the song of the human
voice isthe carrier of strong magic. In the secluded kingdom of Antaris, hidden from the rest of the world by
an enormous ice Wall, 16-year-old Calwyn keeps bees and prepares to become afull priestess, learning the
power of song-spell "chantments.” She finds an injured Outlander inside the Wall, and athough the women
of Antaris are suspicious (could he be a sorcerer, chanting spells used by the desert-dwelling Merithurans?
Or perhaps aworker of the winds from Firthana?), Calwyn befriends Darrow and learns that he is being
pursued by the sorcerer Samis, who seeks to be emperor of all Tremaris and, indeed, to be the fabled Singer
of al Songs, "as powerful asthe gods themselves." Moving outside the Wall, the story turns to a fast-paced
nautical adventure, leading up to an unexpect

Users Review
From reader reviews:
lan Coghlan:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asyou may
know that book is very important for us. The book The Chanters of Tremaris#1: Singer of All Songs: Book
One In The Chanters Of Tremaris Trilogy ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of



course you can take more information. It israther advantages for you. The guide The Chanters of Tremaris
#1: Singer of All Songs: Book One In The Chanters Of Tremaris Trilogy is not only giving you alot more
new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book The Chanters of Tremaris #1: Singer
of All Songs: Book One In The Chanters Of Tremaris Trilogy. Y ou never experience lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Kerry Erdman:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Chanters of Tremaris#1: Singer of All
Songs: Book One In The Chanters Of Tremaris Trilogy, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still desire to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Holly Hughes:

The Chanters of Tremaris#1: Singer of All Songs: Book One In The Chanters Of Tremaris Trilogy can be
one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve
has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The Chanters of Tremaris #1. Singer of All Songs: Book One In The
Chanters Of Tremaris Trilogy yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into new
stage of crucial imagining.

Joseph Dolezal:

Isit an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Chanters of Tremaris #1:
Singer of All Songs: Book One In The Chanters Of Tremaris Trilogy can be the answer, oh how comes? A
book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a
geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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