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Although researchers have long been aware that the species-typical architecture
of the human mind is the product of our evolutionary history, it has only been in
the last three decades that advances in such fields as evolutionary biology,
cognitive psychology, and paleoanthropology have made the fact of our
evolution illuminating. Converging findings from a variety of disciplines are
leading to the emergence of a fundamentally new view of the human mind, and
with it a new framework for the behavioral and social sciences. First, with the
advent of the cognitive revolution, human nature can finally be defined precisely
as the set of universal, species-typical information-processing programs that
operate beneath the surface of expressed cultural variability. Second, this
collection of cognitive programs evolved in the Pleistocene to solve the adaptive
problems regularly faced by our hunter-gatherer ancestors--problems such as
mate selection, language acquisition, cooperation, and sexual infidelity.
Consequently, the traditional view of the mind as a general-purpose computer,
tabula rasa, or passive recipient of culture is being replaced by the view that the
mind resembles an intricate network of functionally specialized computers, each
of which imposes contentful structure on human mental organization and culture.
The Adapted Mind explores this new approach--evolutionary psychology--and its
implications for a new view of culture.
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Although researchers have long been aware that the species-typical architecture of the human mind is the
product of our evolutionary history, it has only been in the last three decades that advances in such fields as
evolutionary biology, cognitive psychology, and paleoanthropology have made the fact of our evolution
illuminating. Converging findings from a variety of disciplines are leading to the emergence of a
fundamentally new view of the human mind, and with it a new framework for the behavioral and social
sciences. First, with the advent of the cognitive revolution, human nature can finally be defined precisely as
the set of universal, species-typical information-processing programs that operate beneath the surface of
expressed cultural variability. Second, this collection of cognitive programs evolved in the Pleistocene to
solve the adaptive problems regularly faced by our hunter-gatherer ancestors--problems such as mate
selection, language acquisition, cooperation, and sexual infidelity. Consequently, the traditional view of the
mind as a general-purpose computer, tabula rasa, or passive recipient of culture is being replaced by the view
that the mind resembles an intricate network of functionally specialized computers, each of which imposes
contentful structure on human mental organization and culture. The Adapted Mind explores this new
approach--evolutionary psychology--and its implications for a new view of culture.
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Editorial Review

Review

"There are two kinds of landmark publications in science: those that open a new era, like Darwin's Origin of
Species, or those that mark an important waypoint in a scientific revolution that has already begun. The
Adapted Mind is an example of the latter, comprising as it does a collection of eighteen papers by twenty-
five authors which sum up and illustrate much of the best of our knowledge in the field of evolutionary
psychology." --Christopher Baddock, London School of Economics, ESS Newsletter

From the Back Cover
Although researchers have long been aware that the species-typical architecture of the human mind is the
product of our evolutionary history, it has only been in the last three decades that advances in such fields as
evolutionary biology, cognitive psychology, and paleoanthropology have made the fact of our evolution
illuminating. Converging findings from a variety of disciplines are leading to the emergence of a
fundamentally new view of the human mind, and with it a new framework for the behavioral and social
sciences. First, with the advent of the cognitive revolution, human nature can finally be defined precisely as
the set of universal, species-typical information-processing programs that operate beneath the surface of
expressed cultural variability. Second, this collection of cognitive programs evolved in the Pleistocene to
solve the adaptive problems regularly faced by our hunter-gatherer ancestors - problems such as mate
selection, language acquisition, co-operation, and sexual infidelity. Consequently, the traditional view of the
mind as a general-purpose computer, tabula rasa, or passive recipient of culture is being replaced by the view
that the mind resembles an intricate network of functionally specialized computers, each of which imposes
contentful structure on human mental organization and culture. The Adapted Mind explores this new
approach - evolutionary psychology - and its implications for a new view of culture.

About the Author
Jerome H. Barkow is at Dalhousie University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Lopez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation of
Culture. Try to make book The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation of Culture as
your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and
knowledge with this book.



James Ellis:

The book The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation of Culture can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the best thing like a book The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation of Culture? Some
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary
Psychology and the Generation of Culture has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Emily Sandlin:

The publication untitled The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation of Culture is the
reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Adapted
Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation of Culture from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

Barbara Erickson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work at this point
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually The Adapted Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and the Generation of Culture
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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