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Abdul-Rahman Mustafa offers a deft new tranglation of alarge extract from the
book I'lam al Muwagqgi'in ‘an Rabb al 'Alamin, by the thirteenth-century Islamic
scholar, Ibn Qayyim a Jawziyya. The I'lam comprises an extensive discussion of
the subject of taglid, or legal imitation. It is one of the most comprehensive
treatments of Islamic legal theory and even today serves as amanual for lawyers,
judges, and muftis.

In the portion of the I'lam translated here, 1bn al-Qayyim introduces the nature of
taglid and dividesit into several categories. He then provides an account of a
debate between a critic of the view that taglid of a particular school or scholar is
areligious duty and this critic's interlocutor. Among the topics discussed are the
different kinds of taglid, the differences between taglid and ittiba, the infallibility
of religious scholars, the grounds on which one legal opinion might be preferred
over another, and whether or not laymen can be expected to perform ijtihad. 1bn
Qayyim'slegal theory is aformidable reformulation of traditionalist Hanbalism, a
legal-theological tradition that has always maintained a distinctive character in
Islamic history and that is now growing more influential due to modern interest
in the Wahhabi movement and in Ibn Taymiyya, whose legal and theological
thought was edited and refined by his student, 1bn Qayyim.

In hisintroduction to the translation, Mustafa critically reviews the scholarship
on taglid and outlines Ibn Qayyim's legal theory and the importance of taglid
within it. Taglid continues to generate controversy amongst educated Muslims
and particularly academics, as Sal&fi interpretations of 1slam, which are generally
‘anti-taglid,' come into conflict with the generally 'pro-taglid' stance of traditional
schools such as the Hanafis. Mustafa's trandlation of a classic account of Islamic
legal theory and strong critique of the dominant legal cultureisatimely
contribution to an increasingly heated debate.
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Editorial Review
Review

"This study and trandation of Ibn Qayyim's important work on the principles of jurisprudence comes at an
opportune time for students of medieval Islamic studiesin general and Islamic law in particular. Focusing on
one of the most critical and hotly debated issues of Islamic law, i.e., ijtihad and tagl?d, this book is an
important contribution to the field. Mustafa offers a very accurate and lucid trangation of the relevant
sections of 1bn Qayyim's lengthy work, I'lamal Muwaqgi'in 'an Rabb al 'Alamin. Included in the volumeisa
valuable introduction to acquaint the reader with the ongoing debate, showing the intricate relationship
between taglid and ijtihad and how the two interacted and complemented each other."--1brahim Kalin, co-
editor of Islamophabia: The Challenge of Pluralismin the 21st Century

"Idlamic reformersin the nineteenth and twentieth centuries have constantly criticized and condemned blind
‘imitation’ (taglid) of the past juridical decisions as regressive. Abdul-Rahman Mustafa's authoritative
rendering of an important medieval critique of the doctrine must be welcomed by students of Islamic legal
tradition. In this annotated and highly accessible study of the institution, we have a comprehensible
exposition of different levels of ‘imitation.' While the jurists 'follow' the established legal authorities by
engaging in afresh interpretation of the inherited juridical corpus, ordinary people 'follow' the established
practice by developing a sense of loyalty to a specific legal madhhab (rite). The traditionalist worldview of
capturing the idealized prophetic paradigm, however imagined, has remained an important part of Muslim
religiosity."--Abdulaziz Sachedina, Frances Myers Ball Professor Of Religious Studies, University of
Virginia

About the Author

Abdul-Rahman Mustafa has lived and was educated in Saudi Arabia, England, Pakistan, and the United
States. He has studied at the London School of Economics, Oxford, and Georgetown. Before that, he was a
Professor of Idlamic Law in Pakistan and taught for the University of London external LLB program and also
a atraditional madrasa. Heis currently working on a number of projects exploring the relationship between
law and theology in Islam as well as revivalist movementsin the Middle East and South Asia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Kuykendall:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of pastime that everyonein the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.



When you examining a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this On
Taglid: Ibn a Qayyim's Critique of Authority in Islamic Law, you may tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Katrina Roberts:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usualy prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting On Taglid: 1bn a
Qayyim's Critique of Authority in Islamic Law that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky individual but for al of you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for all
of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick On Taglid: Ibn a Qayyim's
Critique of Authority in Islamic Law become your own starter.

SandraBirk:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind

proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need
more time to be go through. On Taglid: 1bn a Qayyim's Critique of Authority in Islamic Law can be your
answer asit can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Bruce Hendley:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So,
this On Taglid: Ibn a Qayyim's Critique of Authority in Islamic Law can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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