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Set in the early years of Mao’'s China, Naked Earth is the story of two earnest
young people confronting the grim realities of revolutionary change. Liu Ch’ Gian
and Su Nan meet in the countryside after volunteering to assist in the new land
reform program. Eager to build amore just society, they are puzzled and shocked
by the brutality, barely disguised corruption, and ruthless careerism they
discover, but then quickly silenced by the barrage of propaganda and public
criticism that is directed at anyone who appears to doubt a righteous cause.
Joined together by the secret of their common dismay, they remain in touch when
Liu departs to work on a newspaper in Peking, where Su Nan eventually also
moves. Something like love begins to grow between them—~but then a new round
of purges sweeps through the revolutionary ranks.

One of the greatest and most loved of modern Chinese writers, Eileen Chang
illuminates the dark corners of the human existence with a style of disorienting
beauty. Naked Earth, unavailable in English for more than fifty years, isa
harrowing tale of perverted ideals, damaged souls, deepest loneliness, and terror.
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assist in the new land reform program. Eager to build a more just society, they are puzzled and shocked by
the brutality, barely disguised corruption, and ruthless careerism they discover, but then quickly silenced by
the barrage of propaganda and public criticism that is directed at anyone who appears to doubt a righteous
cause. Joined together by the secret of their common dismay, they remain in touch when Liu departs to work
on a newspaper in Peking, where Su Nan eventually also moves. Something like love beginsto grow
between them—but then a new round of purges sweeps through the revolutionary ranks.

One of the greatest and most loved of modern Chinese writers, Eileen Chang illuminates the dark corners of
the human existence with a style of disorienting beauty. Naked Earth, unavailable in English for more than
fifty years, isaharrowing tale of perverted ideals, damaged souls, deepest loneliness, and terror.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An unrelenting portrait of love and lossin Maoist China. . . . Chang devel ops a tragic wartime romance that
leaves readers with a painfully clear picture of just how deeply Mao’ s reign scarred her native

country.” >—Publishers Weekly

“[A] brutal, powerful look at the cost the Maoist regime exacted on even those who perpetuated it.”
—Kristine Huntley, Booklist

“Chang's novel is a searing portrait of the absurd and frequently brutal elements of life, love, and war in
Maoist China.” —James Y eh, Vice

“There is no doubt about the compassionate quality of the novel, the purity of itslanguage, and the
metaphorical richness of itsimagery.” —C.T. Hsia

“The novel shines. . . . It'stelling that it ends on a persona note rather than on a political one. Chang's
description of small compromises and grand despair are both affecting and compelling.” —Kirkus Reviews

Praisefor Lovein a Fallen City (NYRB Classics)

“Chang’ s powerful, cruel tales are usually without a vestige of tenderness or redemptive faith, but the
existential hell in which they unfold is luxuriously furnished and full of sensuous temptations.” —The
Independent

“A major rediscovery.” —Kirkus Reviews

“She expertly burdens her characters with failed dreams and stifled possibilities, leads them to push aside the
heavy curtains of family and convention, and then shows them a yawning emptiness. Their different
responses are brilliantly underplayed and fascinating.” —Publishers Weekly

About the Author

Eileen Chang (1920-1995) was born into an aristocratic family in Shanghai. Her father, deeply traditional in
his ways, was an opium addict; her mother, partly educated in England, was a sophisticated woman of
cosmopolitan tastes. Their unhappy marriage ended in divorce, and Chang eventually ran away from her
father—who had beaten her for defying her stepmother, then locked her in her room for nearly half ayear.
Chang studied literature at the University of Hong Kong, but the Japanese attack on the city in 1941 forced
her to return to occupied Shanghai, where she was able to publish the stories and essays (collected in two
volumes, Romances, 1944, and Written on Water, 1945) that soon made her aliterary star. In 1944 Chang
married Hu Lan-ch’ eng, a Japanese sympathizer whose sexual infidelities led to their divorce three years
later. The rise of Communist influence made it increasingly difficult for Chang to continue living in
Shanghai; she moved to Hong Kong in 1952, then immigrated to the United States three years later. She
remarried (an American, Ferdinand Reyher, who died in 1967) and held various posts as writer-in-residence;
in 1969 she obtained a more permanent position as a researcher at Berkeley. Two novels, both commissioned
in the 1950s by the United States Information Service as anti-Communist propaganda, The Rice-Sprout Song
(1955) and Naked Earth (1956), were followed by athird, The Rouge of the North (1967), which expanded



on her celebrated early novella, “ The Golden Cangue.” Chang continued writing essays and storiesin
Chinese and scripts for Hong Kong films, and began work on an English tranglation of the famous Ch'ing
novel The Sing-Song Girls of Shanghai. In spite of the tremendous revival of interest in her work that began
in Taiwan and Hong Kong in the 1970s, and that later spread to mainland China, Chang became ever more
reclusive as she grew older. She was found dead in her Los Angeles apartment in September 1995. In 2006
NYRB Classics published a collection of Chang'’s stories, Love in a Fallen City, and in 2007, afilm
adaptation of her novella Lust, Caution, directed by Ang Lee, was released.

Perry Link is Chancellorial Chair for Teaching Across Disciplines at the University of California at
Riverside. He trandated China' s Charter 08 manifesto into English and recently co-edited No Enemies, No
Hatred, a collection of essays and poems by Liu Xiaobo. His latest book is An Anatomy of Chinese: Rhythm,
Metaphor, Palitics and his trandation of the autobiography of the Chinese dissident astrophysicist Fang
Lizhi, The Most Wanted Man in China: My Journey from Science to Exile, will be published in early 2016.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tara Carlson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual ? I
you don't have spare time to compl ete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? All people has many guestions above. They should answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Naked Earth (New Y ork Review
Books Classics) to read.

Theresa Adams:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for awhile isreading. Y ep, by
reading areserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this Naked Earth (New Y ork Review Books Classics)
book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Bryce Adams:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usualy prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Naked Earth (New Y ork
Review Books Classics) that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman
but for al of you who wants to become success person. So, for all you who want to start reading as your
good habit, it ispossible to pick Naked Earth (New Y ork Review Books Classics) become your personal
Starter.



Lowell Seymour:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. Aswe know those guides
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book Naked Earth (New Y ork Review Books Classics) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Naked Earth (New Y ork Review
Books Classics). Y ou can more desirable than now.
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