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This unique collection of documents with commentary explores the meaning of
absolute monarchy by examining how Louis XIV of France became one of
Europe’s most famous and successful rulers. In the introduction, William Beik
succinctly integrates the theoretical and practical nature of absolutism and its
implications for the development of European states and society. The documents,
newly translated and carefully selected for their readability, examine the
problems of the Fronde, Colbert’s grasp of the economic and fiscal dimensions of
the kingdom, the taming of the rural nobility, the interaction of royal ministers
and provincial authorities, the repression of Jansenists and Protestants, popular
rebellions, and royal image-making. Explanatory notes, a chronology, a map, a
geneaology chart, and 9 striking images further strengthen this volume’s
usefulness in the undergraduate classroom.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Beik has selected documents that offer an appropriate balance between elite and popular views and
experiences of Louis XIV's absolute monarchy and between the center of power and the periphery. The
translations are consistently lively, and the topics should generate some spirited discussions. The general
introduction, the chapter introductions, the headnotes, and the editorial interjections are well crafted and have
just the right touch of informality to appeal to undergraduate students."

About the Author
WILLIAM BEIK is professor of history at Emory University. An authority on the social and institutional
history of seventeenth-century France, he is the author of Abolutism and Society: State Power and Provincial
Aristocracy in Languedoc (1985), which won the 1986 Herbert Baxter Adams Prize of the American
Historical Association, and of Urban Protest in Seventeenth-Century France: the Culture of Retribution
(1987). He has written numerous articles and is coeditor of the New Approaches to European History series
at Cambridge University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Spaulding:

This book untitled Louis XIV and Absolutism: A Brief Study with Documents (Bedford Series in History &
Culture (Paperback)) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read
this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this book from your list.

Brent Henderson:

Why? Because this Louis XIV and Absolutism: A Brief Study with Documents (Bedford Series in History &
Culture (Paperback)) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter
it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write
the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays
or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such
as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.



Angela Joseph:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Louis XIV and Absolutism: A Brief Study with
Documents (Bedford Series in History & Culture (Paperback)) was multi-colored and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Louis XIV and Absolutism: A Brief Study with Documents (Bedford Series
in History & Culture (Paperback)) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading that.

John Coffin:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the Louis XIV and Absolutism: A Brief Study with Documents (Bedford
Series in History & Culture (Paperback)) when you necessary it?
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