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Presupposing no familiarity with the technical concepts of either philosophy or
computing, this clear introduction reviews the progress made in AI since the
inception of the field in 1956. Copeland goes on to analyze what those working
in AI must achieve before they can claim to have built a thinking machine and
appraises their prospects of succeeding.

There are clear introductions to connectionism and to the language of thought
hypothesis which weave together material from philosophy, artificial intelligence
and neuroscience. John Searle's attacks on AI and cognitive science are countered
and close attention is given to foundational issues, including the nature of
computation, Turing Machines, the Church-Turing Thesis and the difference
between classical symbol processing and parallel distributed processing. The
book also explores the possibility of machines having free will and consciousness
and concludes with a discussion of in what sense the human brain may be a
computer.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An excellent job ... the most balanced treatment of the hopes and claims of AI I have yet seen." Hubert
Dreyfus, University of California

"The best philosophical introduction to artificial intelligence available." Justin Leiber, University of Houston

From the Back Cover
Presupposing no familiarity with the technical concepts of either philosophy or computing, this clear
introduction reviews the progress made in AI since the inception of the field in 1956. Copeland goes on to
analyze what those working in AI must achieve before they can claim to have built a thinking machine and
appraises their prospects of succeeding.

There are clear introductions to connectionism and to the language of thought hypothesis which weave
together material from philosophy, artificial intelligence and neuroscience. John Searle's attacks on AI and
cognitive science are countered and close attention is given to foundational issues, including the nature of
computation, Turing Machines, the Church-Turing Thesis and the difference between classical symbol
processing and parallel distributed processing. The book also explores the possibility of machines having
free will and consciousness and concludes with a discussion of in what sense the human brain may be a
computer.

About the Author
Jack Copeland is Senior Lecturer in philosophy and logic at the University of Canterbury, New Zealand. He
has published widely on logic, philosophy of mind and philosophy of language, and is editor of Logic and
Reality (1993).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andre Roop:

In other case, little folks like to read book Artificial Intelligence: A Philosophical Introduction. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book
Artificial Intelligence: A Philosophical Introduction. You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use
it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.



Lorenzo Logan:

The book Artificial Intelligence: A Philosophical Introduction can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Artificial Intelligence: A
Philosophical Introduction? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Artificial
Intelligence: A Philosophical Introduction has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Jeffrey Diaz:

The e-book untitled Artificial Intelligence: A Philosophical Introduction is the guide that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of Artificial Intelligence: A Philosophical Introduction from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Teresa Thomas:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Artificial Intelligence: A
Philosophical Introduction or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Artificial Intelligence: A Philosophical Introduction to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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