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Psychic trauma is one of the most frequently invoked ideas in the behavioral
sciences and the humanities today. Yet bitter disputes have marked the discussion
of trauma ever since it first became an issue in the 1870s, growing even more
heated in recent years following official recognition of post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD).

In a book that is bound to ignite controversy, Ruth Leys investigates the history
of the concept of trauma. She explores the emergence of multiple personality
disorder, Freud's approaches to trauma, medical responses to shellshock and
combat fatigue, Sándor Ferenczi's revisions of psychoanalysis, and the mutually
reinforcing, often problematic work of certain contemporary neurobiological and
postmodernist theorists. Leys argues that the concept of trauma has always been
fundamentally unstable, oscillating uncontrollably between two competing
models, each of which tends at its limit to collapse into the other.

A powerfully argued work of intellectual history, Trauma will rewrite the terms
of future discussion of its subject.
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Psychic trauma is one of the most frequently invoked ideas in the behavioral sciences and the humanities
today. Yet bitter disputes have marked the discussion of trauma ever since it first became an issue in the
1870s, growing even more heated in recent years following official recognition of post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD).

In a book that is bound to ignite controversy, Ruth Leys investigates the history of the concept of trauma.
She explores the emergence of multiple personality disorder, Freud's approaches to trauma, medical
responses to shellshock and combat fatigue, Sándor Ferenczi's revisions of psychoanalysis, and the mutually
reinforcing, often problematic work of certain contemporary neurobiological and postmodernist theorists.
Leys argues that the concept of trauma has always been fundamentally unstable, oscillating uncontrollably
between two competing models, each of which tends at its limit to collapse into the other.

A powerfully argued work of intellectual history, Trauma will rewrite the terms of future discussion of its
subject.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Can trauma really be relived or is the quality of memory such that it is impossible to repeat experience
except by a sort of theatrical simulation? What actually happens in therapy in which repressed experiences
surface, and does it really matter whether the remembered trauma is "true" as long as the narrative account
serves its purpose? Although she provides no answers to these and other longstanding questions, Leys's
groundbreaking book provides a framework in which to consider the conflicts that, since the early 20th
century, have beset theorists and clinicians involved in the treatment of trauma victims. Not for the
intellectually timid, this book moves through psychoanalytic theory from Freud and Ferenczi to Lacan,
encompassing the treatment of trauma victims from three wars and ending with a scathing critique of the
newer neurobiologically influenced theories of Cathy Caruth and Besel A. Van der Kolk. This genealogy
does not aim to tie together threads of similar ideology, but instead points out where trauma theory seems to
fall into a crevasse and implode. It is impossible to read this book without participating in Leys's
unboundaried thinking, which, through a process of constant synthesis and leaps of connection, stretches the
mind. (June)

Copyright 2000 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In this psychohistorical survey of the traumatic 20th century, Leys (Humanities Ctr., Johns Hopkins Univ.)
shakes up scientists, clinicians, and postmodern literary gurus with an erudite and humbling critique. This
key document for psychoanalysis and hypnosis as well as trauma studies and intellectual history is based on
the author's in-depth research and strong background in the history of psychology. In eight chapters (three of
which have appeared in scholarly journals) that traverse Freud, multiple personality (Morton Prince), war
neuroses and malingering (S ndor Ferenczi, Abram Kardiner, Pierre Marie Janet, William Walters Sargant),
posttraumatic stress disorder, and literary theory (Bessel van der Kolk and Cathy CaruthDboth of whom she
dismantles), Leys elaborates on "tensions between mimesis and antimimesis" in competing theories and
treatments of trauma. Leys uses Freud critic Mikkel Borch-Jacobsen to good effect and writes clearly and
emphatically enoughDespecially in the introduction and conclusionDto be forgiven some lapses into
academic gibberish. This is for sophisticated readers. Highly recommended for academic collections in
psychology, medicine, history, literary criticism, and philosophy and for larger general libraries.DE. James
Lieberman, George Washington Univ. Sch. of Medicine
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Ruth Leys is the Henry M. and Elizabeth P. Wiesenfeld Professor in the Humanities Center at Johns
Hopkins University.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Terry Grissom:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Trauma : A Genealogy. You can choose the best book
if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Trauma : A Genealogy.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's study.

Salvador Swain:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which you should start with. This Trauma : A Genealogy is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Gloria Lockwood:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Trauma : A Genealogy as your daily resource
information.

Jennifer Bell:

This book untitled Trauma : A Genealogy to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.
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