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Why isthe number seven lucky--even holy--in amost every culture? Why do we
speak of the four corners of the earth? Why do cats have nine lives (except in
Iran, where they have seven)? From literature to folklore to private superstitions,
numbers play a conspicuous role in our daily lives. But in this fascinating book,
Annemarie Schimmel shows that numbers have been filled with mystery and
meaning since the earliest times, and across every society.

In The Mystery of Numbers Annemarie Schimmel conducts an illuminating tour
of the mysteries attributed to numbers over the centuries. She begins with an
informative and often surprising introduction to the origins of number systems:
pre-Roman Europeans, for example, may have had one based on twenty, not ten
(as suggested by the English word "score" and the French word for 80,
guatrevingt --four times twenty), while the Mayans had a system more
sophisticated than our own. Schimmel also reveals how our fascination with
numbers has led to arich cross-fertilization of mathematical knowledge:
"Arabic" numerals, for instance, were picked up by Europe from the Arabs, who
had earlier adopted them from Indian sources ("Algorithm" and "algebra" are
corruptions of the Arabic author and title names of a mathematical text prized in
medieval Europe). But the heart of the book is an engrossing guide to the
symbolism of numbers. Number symbolism, she shows, has deep rootsin
Western culture, from the philosophy of the Pythagoreans and Platonists, to the
religious mysticism of the Cabala and the Islamic Brethren of Purity, to Kepler's
belief that the laws of planetary motion should be mathematically elegant, to the
unlucky thirteen. After exploring the sources of number symbolism, Schimmel
examines individual numbers ranging from one to ten thousand, discussing the
meanings they have had for Judaic, Christian, and Islamic traditions, with
examples from Indian, Chinese, and Native American cultures aswell. Two, for
instance, has widely been seen as a number of contradiction and polarity, a
number of discord and antithesis. And six, according to ancient and neo-platonic
thinking, isthe most perfect number because it is both the sum and the product of
its parts (1+2+3=6 and 1x2x3=6). Using examples ranging from the Bible to the
Mayans to Shakespeare, she shows how numbers have been considered feminine
and masculine, holy and evil, lucky and unlucky.

A highly respected scholar of Islamic culture, Annemarie Schimmel draws on her
vast knowledge to paint arich, cross-cultural portrait of the many meanings of
numbers. Engaging and accessible, her account uncovers the roots of a
phenomenon we all feel every Friday the thirteenth.
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Why is the number seven lucky--even holy--in almost every culture? Why do we speak of the four corners of
the earth? Why do cats have nine lives (except in Iran, where they have seven)? From literature to folklore to
private superstitions, numbers play a conspicuous role in our daily lives. But in this fascinating book,
Annemarie Schimmel shows that numbers have been filled with mystery and meaning since the earliest
times, and across every society.

In The Mystery of Numbers Annemarie Schimmel conducts an illuminating tour of the mysteries attributed to
numbers over the centuries. She begins with an informative and often surprising introduction to the origins of
number systems. pre-Roman Europeans, for example, may have had one based on twenty, not ten (as
suggested by the English word "score" and the French word for 80, quatrevingt --four times twenty), while
the Mayans had a system more sophisticated than our own. Schimmel also reveals how our fascination with
numbers has led to arich cross-fertilization of mathematical knowledge: "Arabic" numerals, for instance,
were picked up by Europe from the Arabs, who had earlier adopted them from Indian sources ("Algorithm"
and "algebra" are corruptions of the Arabic author and title names of a mathematical text prized in medieval
Europe). But the heart of the book is an engrossing guide to the symbolism of humbers. Number symbolism,
she shows, has deep roots in Western culture, from the philosophy of the Pythagoreans and Platonists, to the
religious mysticism of the Cabala and the Islamic Brethren of Purity, to Kepler's belief that the laws of
planetary motion should be mathematically elegant, to the unlucky thirteen. After exploring the sources of
number symbolism, Schimmel examinesindividual numbers ranging from one to ten thousand, discussing
the meanings they have had for Judaic, Christian, and Islamic traditions, with examples from Indian,
Chinese, and Native American cultures aswell. Two, for instance, has widely been seen as a number of
contradiction and polarity, a number of discord and antithesis. And six, according to ancient and neo-platonic
thinking, is the most perfect number because it is both the sum and the product of its parts (1+2+3=6 and
1x2x3=6). Using examples ranging from the Bible to the Mayans to Shakespeare, she shows how numbers
have been considered feminine and masculine, holy and evil, lucky and unlucky.

A highly respected scholar of I1slamic culture, Annemarie Schimmel draws on her vast knowledgeto paint a
rich, cross-cultural portrait of the many meanings of numbers. Engaging and accessible, her account
uncovers the roots of a phenomenon we all feel every Friday the thirteenth.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Y A-- Thisis not amath book, but rather ajourney through time and cultures that focuses on the place of
numbers in various human systems. As such, it is entertaining, enlightening, and may even be somewhat
unsettling to those who have aways dismissed mysticism and numerology as bogus. Shimmel has translated
and added to Franz Carl Endres's book of the same name, broadening the scope of the German original. Her
introduction, which stands by itself, is aclear, concise, and interesting survey of the history of numbers and
their importance to many societies. She covers everything from the origins of our Arabic numbers to modern
superstitions and number games, stopping off to explore the Gnostics, mysticism, and Islam. The author
continues with a detailed description of the various meanings and symbolism associated with each individual
number up to 40, and then includes assorted descriptions from 42-10,000. Each of these chaptersis
fascinating and includes much detail taken from religion, mythology, daily life, and scientific observation.
The book is profusely illustrated with drawings, woodcuts, and designs, and there is an exhaustive
bibliography in addition to an excellent index.

- Susan H. Woodcock, Potomac Library, Woodbridge, VA

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Thisis not amath book, but rather ajourney through time and cultures that focuses ti

"A delightful cross-cultural romp through the history of number mysticism....By the time you finish this
entertaining yet scholarly book, you'll not only be in seventh heaven, you'll understand why."--The New
York Times Book Review

About the Author

About the Author:
Annemarie Schimmel is Professor of Indo-Muslim Culture at Harvard University. A widely-respected
scholar of the Near East, she has written numerous books on Islamic literature, religion, and culture.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dave Edwards;

In other case, little people like to read book The Mystery of Numbers. Y ou can choose the best book if you
like reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a new book The Mystery of Numbers.

Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, smply
because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to
open abook as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel fed
up to go to thelibrary. Let's learn.



Carol Smith:

Reading a book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
facts. When you read areserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Mystery of Numbers, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Michadl Banks:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
The Mystery of Numbers your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
guide then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The The
Mystery of Numbers giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful detailsfor your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Nicholas K o:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Mystery of Numbersis simple
to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.

Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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