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“ A venerated creator. An adored, tragic interpreter. An uncomplicated,
memor able melody. Ambiguous, evocative words. Faith and uncertainty. Pain
and pleasure.”

Today, “Hallelujah” is one of the most-performed rock songsin history. It has
become a staple of movies and television shows as diverse as Shrek and The West
Wing, of tribute videos and telethons. It has been covered by hundreds of artists,
including Bob Dylan, U2, Justin Timberlake, and k.d. lang, and it is played every
year at countless events—both sacred and secular—around the world.

Y et when music legend Leonard Cohen first wrote and recorded “Hallelujah,” it
was for an album rejected by hislongtime record label. Ten years later,
charismatic newcomer Jeff Buckley reimagined the song for his much-
anticipated debut album, Grace. Three years after that, Buckley would be dead,
his abum largely unknown, and “Hallelujah” still unreleased as asingle. After
two such commercially disappointing outings, how did one obscure song become
an international anthem for human triumph and tragedy, a song each successive
generation seemsto feel they have discovered and claimed as uniquely their
own?

Through in-depth interviews with its interpreters and the key figures who were
actually there for its original recordings, acclaimed music journalist Alan Light
follows the improbable journey of “Hallelujah” straight to the heart of popular

culture. The Holy or the Broken gives insight into how great songs come to be,

how they come to be listened to, and how they can be forever reinterpreted.
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“ A venerated creator. An adored, tragic interpreter. An uncomplicated, memorable melody. Ambiguous,
evocative words. Faith and uncertainty. Pain and pleasure.”

Today, “Hallelujah” is one of the most-performed rock songsin history. It has become a staple of movies
and television shows as diverse as Shrek and The West Wing, of tribute videos and telethons. It has been
covered by hundreds of artists, including Bob Dylan, U2, Justin Timberlake, and k.d. lang, and it is played
every year at countless events—both sacred and secular—around the world.

Y et when music legend Leonard Cohen first wrote and recorded “Hallelujah,” it was for an album rejected
by hislongtime record label. Ten years later, charismatic newcomer Jeff Buckley reimagined the song for his
much-anticipated debut album, Grace. Three years after that, Buckley would be dead, his album largely
unknown, and “Hallelujah” still unreleased as a single. After two such commercially disappointing outings,
how did one obscure song become an international anthem for human triumph and tragedy, a song each
successive generation seems to feel they have discovered and claimed as uniquely their own?

Through in-depth interviews with its interpreters and the key figures who were actually there for its original
recordings, acclaimed music journalist Alan Light follows the improbable journey of “Hallelujah” straight to
the heart of popular culture. The Holy or the Broken givesinsight into how great songs come to be, how they
come to be listened to, and how they can be forever reinterpreted.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Amazon Best Books of the M onth, December 2012: An entire biography dedicated to a single song might
seem excessive at first. But when that song is “Hallelujah”--a decades-old, epic ode to sex, spirituality, and
everything in between--such a spotlight is not only justified but arguably necessary. Leonard Cohen spent
years painstakingly penning the lyrics and wound up with more verses than anyone has ever heard. The song
has been rerecorded, reimagined, reinvented, and ultimately immortalized through (occasionally) gloriously
great and (too often) tragically terrible renditions. It is, as author and music journalist Alan Light putsitin
The Holy or the Broken, “one of the most unexpected and triumphant sagas in the history of popular music.”
With this complex and fascinating story, Light succeeds in doing for a song what some biographers struggle
to accomplish for human subjects: He captures the essence and importance of aliving, breathing entity, and
histelling is at times as moving as the masterpiece itself. --Robin A. Rothman

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Leonard Cohen’s mysterious, hymnlike song Hallelujah has been praised by Bob Dylan
and compared favorably to the poems of W. H. Auden and James Fenton. It appears on lists of the greatest
Canadian songs of al time and the greatest Jewish songs of all time. It has been performed by hundreds of
performers, from Justin Timberlake and Celine Dion to Jeff Buckley and, most famoudly, k.d. lang, at the
opening ceremonies of the 2010 Winter Olympics, in Vancouver. What is most remarkabl e about its history
isthat it only became a popular sensation decades after itsinitial release. When Hallelujah first appeared on
Cohen’s 1984 album Various Positions, hardly anyone noticed the enigmatic song with its dark Old
Testament imagery linking the stories of King David and Samson and Delilah. Author Light callsit not only
one of the most loved and performed popular songs of its time but also among the most misunderstood. Isit a
celebration or alament? An international anthem or a statement of national pride? Light chronicles the
remarkable trgjectory of the song, tracing its improbable popularity over time as it appeared on the
soundtrack of Shrek (performed by Rufus Wainwright), on countless television dramas, in homemade
videos, and even in church services. A must for music fans. --June Sawyers

Review

"Thoughtful and illuminating... [Mr. Light] is afine companion for this journey through one song’'s changing
fortunes." (The New York Times)

"A combination mystery tale, detective story, pop critique and sacred psalm of its own." (The Daily News)
"Brilliantly revelatory... A masterful work of critical journalism." (Kirkus Reviews (starred review))

"A deeply researched mixture of critical analysis and cultural archaeology.” (Los Angeles Times)

"Keeps the pages turning... A well-constructed, consistently enlightening book, which should have Cohen
devotees and music fans alike seeking out their favorite version of the song.” (The Boston Globe)

"Fresh and compelling.” (Entertainment \Weekly)

"Reverentially details every stage in the [song's] evolution—and along the way, he reveals the compelling
stories behind some of its most iconic interpretations.” (The Atlantic)


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

"Absorbing...Eloquent... Light expertly unpacks the song's long, strange journey to ubiquity.” (The Village
Voice)

"A must for music fans." (Booklist (starred review))
"Reads like an investigative oral biography of asong. A true songography." (Pop Matters)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nicole Oneal:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy individua ? If you don't have
gpare time to compl ete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extratime? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just
their can do that. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on jardin de infancia until university need this particular The Holy or the Broken: Leonard Cohen,
Jeff Buckley, and the Unlikely Ascent of "Hallelujah" to read.

Allison Stiffler:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test ook for book, may be
the reserve untitled The Holy or the Broken: Leonard Cohen, Jeff Buckley, and the Unlikely Ascent of
"Hallelujah” can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Santos Ball:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Holy or the
Broken: Leonard Cohen, Jeff Buckley, and the Unlikely Ascent of "Hallelujah" that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by smply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the opportunity for people to know world agreat deal better then how they react when it comesto the world.
It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants
to possibly be success person. So, for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick
The Holy or the Broken: Leonard Cohen, Jeff Buckley, and the Unlikely Ascent of "Hallelujah" become your
Starter.



Susan Gaier:

Y ou can get this The Holy or the Broken: Leonard Cohen, Jeff Buckley, and the Unlikely Ascent of
"Hallelujah” by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let'stry to choose suitable ways for you.
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