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NGOs set out to save lives, relieve suffering, and service basic human needs.
They are committed to serving people across national borders and without regard
to race, ethnicity, gender, or religion, and they offer crucial help during
earthquakes, tsunamis, wars, and pandemics. But with so many ailing areasin
need of assistance, how do these organizations decide where to go—and who
getsthe aid?

In The Good Project, Monika Krause dives into the intricacies of the decision-
making process at NGOs and uncovers a basic truth: It may be the case that relief
agenciestry to help people but, in practical terms, the main focus of their work is
to produce projects. Agencies sell projectsto key institutional donors, and in the
process the project and its beneficiaries become commodities. In an effort to
guarantee a successful project, organizations are incentivized to help those who
are easy to help, while those who are hardest to help often receive no assistance
at all. The poorest of the world are made to compete against each other to
become projects—and in exchange they offer legitimacy to aid agencies and
donor governments. Sure to be controversial, The Good Project offers a
provocative new perspective on how NGOs succeed and fail on alocal and
global level.
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NGOs set out to save lives, relieve suffering, and service basic human needs. They are committed to serving
people across national borders and without regard to race, ethnicity, gender, or religion, and they offer
crucia help during earthquakes, tsunamis, wars, and pandemics. But with so many ailing areas in need of
assistance, how do these organizations decide where to go—and who gets the aid?

In The Good Project, Monika Krause dives into the intricacies of the decision-making process at NGOs and
uncovers abasic truth: 1t may be the case that relief agencies try to help people but, in practical terms, the
main focus of their work is to produce projects. Agencies sell projectsto key institutional donors, and in the
process the project and its beneficiaries become commodities. In an effort to guarantee a successful project,
organizations are incentivized to help those who are easy to help, while those who are hardest to help often
receive no assistance at all. The poorest of the world are made to compete against each other to become
projects—and in exchange they offer legitimacy to aid agencies and donor governments. Sure to be
controversial, The Good Project offers a provocative new perspective on how NGOs succeed and fail on a
local and global level.
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Editorial Review
Review

“The Good Project is a highly welcome and original contribution to our knowledge of contemporary
humanitarianism. Drawing from sociological institutionalism and Pierre Bourdieu, and positioning hersel f
between studies that fetishize humanitarian ideas and critiques that vilify the compromise of those ideals,
Krause uncovers some of the central practices and driving logics of really, existing, humanitarianism. By
studying what humanitarians do, Krause's reveals an unexplored side of what humanitarianism has become.”
(Michael Barnett George Washington University)

“Thisisan urgently important book. It explains how humanitarian organizations work, do their work, and
why that work succeeds or fails. It aso offers fresh insights into the rationality of bureaucracies—an analysis
in depth written in clear, evocative prose.”

(Richard Sennett London School of Economics)

“Krause's The Good Project is a powerfully original analysis of humanitarian relief organizations like M SF
and the ICRC. Observing closely the practical logic through which these NGOs manage their activities,
Krause addresses crucial questions: How do NGOs assess what isa‘good’ project? Why are some
beneficiaries more worthy of help than others? How do relief organizations decide where they should work?
How do these organizations position themselvesin the field of humanitarian relief asawhole? Even as
Krause shows how NGOs compete in amarket for projects, with beneficiaries served as the commaodity for
which funders pay, she creates a vivid picture of the complex humanity—and the strategic interactions—of
both NGO staff and the refugees and victims they serve. Poignant and funny in places, the book is a great
piece of original sociological theorizing.”

(Ann Swidler, author of Talk of Love: How Culture Matters)

“ The Good Project fills agap in the humanitarian NGO literature by exploring how these organizations
actually do their work. . . . Recommended.”
(Choice)

“Can yet another critique of the aid business contribute anything new? Krause has done so. . . . Krause has
written an excellent, wide-ranging, and cogent contribution to the debate on humanitarian practice.”
(European Journal of Sociology)

“With this theoretically ambitious and empirically rich account of the practices of humanitarian relief
organizations, The Good Project makes a powerful case for focusing on relief organizations themselves
rather than assuming that they function as vehicles for the ideals and interests of either donors or states.”
(Social Forces)

About the Author

Monika Krause teaches sociology at Goldsmiths, University of London.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tameika Ahmed:

Why don't make it to become your hahit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Good Project: Humanitarian Relief NGOs and the
Fragmentation of Reason. Try to face the book The Good Project: Humanitarian Relief NGOs and the
Fragmentation of Reason as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Quentin Ryan:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y eah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take awalk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The
Good Project: Humanitarian Relief NGOs and the Fragmentation of Reason? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

CharlesHager:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which oneis suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Good Project: Humanitarian Relief NGOs and
the Fragmentation of Reason as your daily resource information.

James Jones:

The book untitled The Good Project: Humanitarian Relief NGOs and the Fragmentation of Reason contain a
lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice study.
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