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Science states that the universe will end in cosmic collapse. If so, can there be
credible hope of a personal existence after death? In answering this, this work
draws on science, culture, scripture and theology to consider what might be the
grounds for hope in a destiny beyond death.
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Science states that the universe will end in cosmic collapse. If so, can there be credible hope of a personal
existence after death? In answering this, this work draws on science, culture, scripture and theology to
consider what might be the grounds for hope in a destiny beyond death.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In the 1990s, Polkinghorne (Belief in God in an Age of Science) met regularly with an interdisciplinary
group of scholars to address what Christian theology and scientific inquiry might have to say about the end
of the world. In 2000, the group issued an essay collection, The End of the World and the Ends of God, but
they also assigned Polkinghorne to write a briefer, more accessible volume about their work for the general
reader. The excellence of this book shows that their faith in Polkinghorne as a writer and theologian was not
misplaced. Polkinghorne argues that the world will not end with some grand attainment of human perfection,
"but in the whimper of cold decay or the bang of fiery collapse." Either alternative "is a challenge to which
theology must respond." In the opening chapters, he posits that a credible eschatological Christian theology
will include both continuity and discontinuity; in other words, the new world God creates will have some
similarities with this one, but it will also be a truly unique creation. This fascinating argument is followed by
chapters on biblical precedents for eschatology. Polkinghorne is the first to admit that he is not a biblical
scholar, but he does a fine job of crystallizing difficult concepts. He does this not through storytelling or
personal anecdotes, but through a careful yet concise explication of ideas. Readers interested in the ongoing
explorations of Christian faith and cosmology will not want to miss this volume, particularly since
Polkinghorne takes on fellow theology-and-science writers such as Arthur Peacocke.

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* The rarest of hybrids, theoretical physicist and Anglican priest Polkinghorne sees in
modern cosmology's grim predictions of universal decay the absolute necessity for a theological affirmation
of human hope. That hope, he insists, depends upon the faithfulness of God, as revealed in the Resurrection
of Jesus Christ. To decipher what that miracle means for humanity and all other creatures, Polkinghorne
scours the scriptural record, weighing not only the astonishing words but also their disquieting emotional
tone. Surprisingly, Polkinghorne consults pioneering information theorists in interpreting these ancient texts.
The puzzlement, even fear, of early witnesses of the risen Lord Polkinghorne regards as the understandable
human reaction to the first-ever glimpse of a transformed and glorified life that transcended the natural
cosmos and that will eventually redeem it. And modern science offers help in explaining how that
transformed life could inhere in souls that--through God's grace--survive death as information-bearing
patterns. Through this highly sophisticated exegesis, Polkinghorne thus reclaims a Christian doctrine--that of
the physical Resurrection--discounted by many modern theologians as impossibly literal and naive. Though
the casually religious will find him too technical, thoughtful Christians will find much to praise in this
modern Aquinas. Bryce Christensen
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"This is a delightful, enlightening and edifying book written for thoughtful Christians whose faith requires an
intelligent defense as their intelligence yearns for the comforts of faith."

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Kenny Grant:

This The God of Hope and the End of the World book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
That The God of Hope and the End of the World without we understand teach the one who reading it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry The God of Hope and the End of the World can bring
any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The God of Hope and the End of the World having
excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Brenda Rodriguez:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The God of Hope and the End of the
World book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

William Troutt:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
study. The God of Hope and the End of the World can be your answer since it can be read by you who have
those short spare time problems.

David Gaiter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The God of Hope and the End
of the World.
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